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13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher – USA (2007) 288p. (10 books) 
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on it lying on his porch. 
Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker–his classmate and crush–who 
committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah’s voice tells him that there are thirteen reasons why she 
decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he’ll find out why.  
Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to 
Hannah’s pain, and as he follows Hannah’s recorded words throughout his town, what he discovers 
changes his life forever. 
 
419 by Will Ferguson – CAN (2012) 393p. (10 books) 
Winner of the 2012 Giller Prize, Canada's largest literary prize for fiction, 419 is a literary thriller that 
spans continents. It is the story of a woman's quest to track down the man she feels is responsible for 
her father's death.  A car tumbles down a snowy ravine.  Accident or suicide?  On the other side of the 
world, a young woman walks out of a sandstorm in sub-Saharan Africa.  In the labyrinth of the Niger 
Delta, a young boy learns to survive by navigating through the gas flares and oil spills of a ruined 
landscape. In the seething heat of Lagos City, a criminal cartel scours the internet looking for victims. 
Lives intersect, worlds collide, a family falls apart. And it all begins with a single email: “Dear Sir, I am 
the son of an exiled Nigerian diplomat, and I need your help ...” 
419 takes readers behind the scene of the world’s most insidious internet scam. When Laura’s father 
gets caught up in one such swindle and pays with his life, she is forced to leave the comfort of North 
America to make a journey deep into the dangerous back streets and alleyways of the Lagos underworld 
to confront her father’s killer. What she finds there will change her life forever... 
 
Accidental Tour Guide, The by Mary Moody – AUS (2019) 335p. (10 Books) 
The irrepressible Mary Moody knows better than anyone the joy of breaking new ground and discovering 
new frontiers. She is the bestselling author of Au Revoir and Last Tango In Toulouse, and her life as a 
journalist, TV and radio presenter, popular gardening guru and inveterate traveller has been an inspiration 
to thousands of women for decades.  
 
But when Moody loses two of the people she loves most – her beloved husband and the half sister she had 
only just been reunited with – her world is turned upside down. Part of her journey to recovery is her 
decision to boldly go where she has never been before – both in her travels as a tour guide and in her 
everyday life. This leads to exploring uncharted territories in Morocco and a wrenching move from her 
beloved mountain home and garden to make a fresh start while rediscovering her passions – travel, 
gardening, food, family and the joy of new adventures.  A warm, heartbreakingly moving and thoroughly 
entertaining story of how to rebuild your life without the people who matter most 
 
Acts of Omission by Terry Stiastny – UK (2014) 326p. (10 books)          
In 1998 the gilt is starting to come off a new era. 
Mark Lucas, the recently appointed foreign minister, is in a dilemma. A disk containing the names of British 
informants to the Stasi has ended up in the hands of the government. Elected on a platform of 
transparency, he faces resistance from the diplomatic service who don't want him to return it to the 
Germans, despite their entreaties. 
Alex Rutherford, a young man working for the intelligence services, wakes up one morning with a hangover 
and a dawning realisation that his computer is lost and, with it, the only copy of that disk. When the disk is 
delivered to the newspaper where journalist Anna Travers works, she finds herself unravelling not just a 
mystery, but many people's lives . . . 
Acts of Omission plunges the reader into a virtuoso recreation of late-nineties Britain. Suspenseful, 
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exquisitely constructed and thought-provokingly topical, it is a novel about what happens when state 
secrets become public, and the human cost of those secrets 
 
After You by Jojo Moyes (2015) 407p. (10 books)    
How do you move on after losing the person you loved? How do you build a life worth living? 
  
Louisa Clark is no longer just an ordinary girl living an ordinary life. After the transformative six months 
spent with Will Traynor, she is struggling without him. When an extraordinary accident forces Lou to return 
home to her family, she can’t help but feel she’s right back where she started. Her body heals, but Lou 
herself knows that she needs to be kick-started back to life. Which is how she ends up in a church 
basement with the members of the Moving On support group, who share insights, laughter, frustrations, 
and terrible cookies. They will also lead her to the strong, capable Sam Fielding—the paramedic, whose 
business is life and death, and the one man who might be able to understand her. Then a figure from Will’s 
past appears and hijacks all her plans, propelling her into a very different future. . . . For Lou Clark, life after 
Will Traynor means learning to fall in love again, with all the risks that brings. But here Jojo Moyes gives us 
two families, as real as our own, whose joys and sorrows will touch you deeply, and where both changes 
and surprises await. 
 
Afternoon with Harvey Beam by Carrie Cox (2018) (10 books)          
As a young man, Harvey Beam got the hell out of his hometown, confirming his suspicions that you can 
successfully run away from your problems. But after forging a big-city career in talkback radio, Harvey is 
now experiencing a ‘positional hiatus’. The words aren’t coming out right, Harvey’s mojo is fading and a 
celebrity host is eyeing his timeslot. Back in Shorton, Harvey’s father Lionel appears at long last to be dying. 
It seems it’s finally time for Harvey Beam to head home and face a different kind of music. In wading 
through a past that seems disturbingly unchanged, the last thing he expects is a chance encounter with a 
wonderful stranger … 
 
All My Puny Sorrows by Miriam Toews – CAN (2014) 321p. (10 books)  
You won’t forget Elf and Yoli, two smart and loving sisters. Elfrieda, a world-renowned pianist, glamorous, 
wealthy, happily married: she wants to die. Yolandi, divorced, broke, sleeping with the wrong men as she 
tries to find true love: she desperately wants to keep her older sister alive. Yoli is a beguiling mess, 
wickedly funny even as she stumbles through life struggling to keep her teenage kids and mother happy, 
her exes from hating her, her sister from killing herself and her own heart from breaking.  
But Elf’s latest suicide attempt is a shock: she is three weeks away from the opening of her highly 
anticipated international tour. Her long-time agent has been calling and neither Yoli nor Elf’s loving 
husband knows what to tell him. Can she be nursed back to “health” in time? Does it matter? As the 
situation becomes ever more complicated, Yoli faces the most terrifying decision of her life. 
 All My Puny Sorrows, at once tender and unquiet, offers a profound reflection on the limits of love, and 
the sometimes unimaginable challenges we experience when childhood becomes a new country of adult 
commitments and responsibilities. In her beautifully rendered new novel, Miriam Toews gives us a startling 
demonstration of how to carry on with hope and love and the business of living even when grief loads the 
heart. 
 
All Our Shimmering Skies by Trent Dalton – AUS (2020) 430p. (10 books) 
Darwin, 1942, and as Japanese bombs rain down, motherless Molly Hook, the gravedigger's daughter, is 
looking to the skies and running for her life. Inside a duffel bag she carries a stone heart, alongside a map 
to lead her to Longcoat Bob, the deep-country sorcerer who she believes put a curse on her family. By her 
side are the most unlikely travelling companions: Greta, a razor-tongued actress, and Yukio, a fallen 
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Japanese fighter pilot. The treasure lies before them, but close behind them trails the dark. And above 
them, always, are the shimmering skies. 
 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr – USA (2014) 530p. (10 books + 1 audio)   
Marie Laure lives with her father in Paris within walking distance of the Museum of Natural History where 
he works as the Master of the Locks (there are thousands of locks in the museum). At the age of six, Marie 
Laure goes blind, and her father builds her a complete model of their neighborhood - every house, every 
manhole - so she can memorize it with her fingers and then navigate the streets in reality with her feet and 
cane. When the Germans occupy Paris, father and daughter flee to Saint-Malo on the Brittany coast, where 
Marie-Laure’s agoraphobic great uncle lives in a tall, narrow house by the sea wall. 
In another world in Germany, an orphan boy, Werner, grows up with his younger sister, Jutta, both 
enchanted by a crude radio Werner finds. He becomes a master at building and fixing radios, a talent that 
wins him a place at an elite and brutal military academy and, ultimately, makes him a highly specialized 
tracker of the Resistance. Werner travels through the heart of Hitler Youth to the far-flung outskirts of 
Russia, and finally into Saint-Malo, where his path converges with Marie-Laure. 
 
Alys, Always by Harriet Lane – (2012) 211p. (10 books + 1 audio)   
Frances Thorpe’s life as an assistant editor for the books section of a struggling newspaper is neither 
exhilarating nor remarkable until a chance encounter on a rainy night changes her life forever.  While 
driving back to London after a weekend at her parents' home in the country, Frances notices a car that has 
crashed along the side of the road. After calling for an ambulance, Frances comforts the woman in the 
driver’s seat, and hears her final words. When the family wants to meet and thank her, Frances resists until 
she learns that the woman was Alys Kyte, wife of a famous English novelist. After easing the minds of the 
family members with her account of Alys’s last conversation, Frances strikes up an unlikely friendship with 
Alys’s daughter, the wealthy, careless and exuberant Polly. As the months go by, Frances gains access to 
the exclusive world of the literary elite, and becomes irrevocably bound to the Kyte family. 
 
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones – USA (2018) 306p. (10 books)  
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New South. He is a 
young executive and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of 
their life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. In this deft 
exploration of love, loyalty, race, justice, and both Black masculinity and Black womanhood in 21st century 
America, Jones achieves that most-illusive of all literary goals: the Great American Novel. 
 
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris – UK (2013) 483p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
'An Officer and a Spy', a gripping fictional treatment of the Dreyfus Affair, has as its hero one of history’s 
great whistleblowers. It’s a story with plenty of modern parallels, told from the vantage point of French 
army officer Georges Picquart.   
The Dreyfus affair, a political scandal caused by a miscarriage of justice in France in 1894, obsessed the 
reporters of the day.  25 years after the Germans crushed the French in 1870 and occupied Alsace and 
Lorraine, army captain Alfred Dreyfus was falsely accused and convicted of giving military secrets to the 
Germans.  Dreyfus was stripped of both his rank and dignity and imprisoned in the tropical hellhole of 
Devil's Island. Colonel Georges Picquart was present on the day in 1895 that Alfred Dreyfus was publicly 
degraded as a traitor to his country. Soon afterward, Picquart was promoted to colonel, to assume 
command of the French army’s espionage unit. Picquart, army man turned spymaster, suspected that 
Dreyfus was innocent, and pursued the truth, at personal and professional risk, in the face of superiors 
eager to preserve the official version of events. The Dreyfus Affair raises questions of national identity, 
political morality and personal integrity that are still relevant today  
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And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini – Afghan/USA (2013) 402p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
Khaled Hosseini, the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, has written a new novel about how we love, how we take care of one another, and how the choices 
we make resonate through generations. In this tale revolving around not just parents and children but 
brothers and sisters, cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which families nurture, 
wound, betray, honour, and sacrifice for one another; and how often we are surprised by the actions of 
those closest to us, at the times that matter most. Following its characters and the ramifications of their 
lives and choices and loves around the globe—from Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to the Greek island of 
Tinos—the story expands gradually outward, becoming more emotionally complex and powerful with each 
turning page. 
 
Any Ordinary Day by Leigh Sales (2018) 239p. (10 books) 
As a journalist, Leigh Sales often encounters people experiencing the worst moments of their lives in the 
full glare of the media. But one particular string of bad news stories – and a terrifying brush with her own 
mortality – sent her looking for answers about how vulnerable each of us is to a life-changing event. What 
are our chances of actually experiencing one? What do we fear most and why? And when the worst does 
happen, what comes next? Warm, candid and empathetic, in Any Ordinary Day, dual Walkley Award-
winner Leigh Sales investigates how ordinary people endure the unthinkable 
 
Arsonist: a Mind on Fire, The by Chloe Hooper - AUS (2018) 245p. (10 books) 
On the scorching February day in 2009 that became known as Black Saturday, a man lit two fires in 
Victoria’s Latrobe Valley, then sat on the roof of his house to watch the inferno. In the Valley, where the 
rates of crime were the highest in the state, more than thirty people were known to police as firebugs. But 
the detectives soon found themselves on the trail of a man they didn’t know. 
 
The Arsonist takes readers on the hunt for this man, and inside the strange puzzle of his mind. It is also the 
story of fire in this country, and of a community that owed its existence to that very element. The 
command of fire has defined and sustained us as a species – understanding its abuse will define our future.  
A powerful real-life thriller written with Hooper’s trademark lyric detail and nuance, The Arsonist is a 
reminder that in an age of fire, all of us are gatekeepers. 
 
Atomic City Girls, The by Janet Beard (2018) 353p. (10 books)  
In November 1944, eighteen-year-old June Walker boards an unmarked bus, destined for a city that 
doesn’t officially exist. Oak Ridge, Tennessee has sprung up in a matter of months—a town of trailers and 
segregated houses, 24-hour cafeterias, and constant security checks. There, June joins hundreds of other 
young girls operating massive machines whose purpose is never explained. They know they are helping to 
win the war, but must ask no questions and reveal nothing to outsiders. 
 
The girls spend their evenings socializing and flirting with soldiers, scientists, and workmen at dances and 
movies, bowling alleys and canteens. June longs to know more about their top-secret assignment and 
begins an affair with Sam Cantor, the young Jewish physicist from New York who oversees the lab where 
she works and understands the end goal only too well, while her beautiful roommate Cici is on her own 
mission: to find a wealthy husband and escape her sharecropper roots. Across town, African-American 
construction worker Joe Brewer knows nothing of the government’s plans, only that his new job pays 
enough to make it worth leaving his family behind, at least for now. But a breach in security will intertwine 
his fate with June’s search for answers. 
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When the bombing of Hiroshima brings the truth about Oak Ridge into devastating focus, June must 
confront her ideals about loyalty, patriotism, and war itself. 
 
At the Edge of the Orchard by Tracy Chevalier – USA/UK (2016) 285p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
James and Sadie Goodenough have settled where their wagon got stuck – in the muddy, stagnant swamps 
of 1830s Ohio. They and their children work relentlessly to tame their patch of land, buying saplings from a 
local tree man known as John Appleseed so they can cultivate the fifty apple trees required to stake their 
claim on the property. But the orchard they plant sows the seeds of a long battle. James loves the apples, 
reminders of an easier life back in Connecticut; while Sadie prefers the applejack they make, an alcoholic 
refuge from brutal frontier life. Fifteen years later, the youngest Goodenough, Robert, is wandering 
through Gold Rush California. Restless and haunted by the broken family he left behind, he has made his 
way alone across the country. In the redwood and giant sequoia groves he finds some solace, collecting 
seeds for a naturalist who sells plants from the New World to the gardeners of England. But you can run 
only so far, even in America, and when Robert’s past makes an unexpected appearance he must decide 
whether to strike out again or stake his own claim to a home at last. 
 
Australia Day by Stan Grant (2019) 245p. (10 books) 
In this book, Australia Day, his long-awaited follow up to Talking to My Country, Stan talks about our 
country, about who we are as a nation, about the indigenous struggle for belonging and identity in 
Australia, and what it means to be Australian. A sad, wise, beautiful, reflective and troubled book, Australia 
Day asks the questions that have to be asked, that no else seems to be asking. Who are we? What is our 
country? How do we move forward from here?  
 
Band-aid for a Broken Leg by Damien Brown – AUS (2012) 342p. (10 books)  
Damien Brown, a young Australian doctor, thinks he's ready when he arrives for his first posting with 
Medecins Sans Frontieres in Africa. But the town he's sent to is an isolated outpost of mud huts, 
surrounded by landmines; the hospital, for which he's to be the only doctor, is filled with malnourished 
children and conditions he's never seen; and the health workers - Angolan war veterans twice his age and 
who speak no English - walk out on him following an altercation on his first shift. 
In the months that follow, Damien confronts these challenges all the while dealing with the social 
absurdities of living with only three other volunteers for company. Band-Aid for a Broken Leg is a powerful, 
sometimes heart-breaking, often funny, always honest and ultimately uplifting account of life on the 
medical frontline in Angola, Mozambique and South Sudan. 
 
Based on a True Story by Delphine de Vigan – FRA (2015) 374p. (10 books) 
The international hit that sold half a million copies in France: a chilling work of fiction--but based on a true 
story--about a friendship gone terrifyingly toxic and the nature of reality. 
Overwhelmed by the huge success of her latest novel, exhausted and suffering from a crippling inability to 
write, Delphine meets L.  
L. embodies everything Delphine has always secretly admired; she is a glittering image of feminine 
sophistication and spontaneity and she has an uncanny knack of always saying the right thing. Unusually 
intuitive, L. senses Delphine's vulnerability and slowly but deliberately carves herself a niche in the writer's 
life. However, as L. makes herself indispensable to Delphine, the intensity of this unexpected friendship 
manifests itself in increasingly sinister ways. As their lives become more and more entwined, L. threatens 
Delphine's identity, both as a writer and as an individual.  
This sophisticated psychological thriller skilfully blurs the line between fact and fiction, reality and artifice. 
Delphine de Vigan has crafted a terrifying, insidious, meta-fictional thriller; a haunting vision of seduction 
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and betrayal; a book which in its hungering for truth implicates the reader, too--even as it holds us in its 
thrall. 
 
Be Frank with Me by Julia Claiborne Johnson - USA (2016) 287p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio)  
Reclusive literary legend M. M. “Mimi” Banning has been holed up in her Bel Air mansion for years. But 
after falling prey to a Bernie Madoff-style ponzi scheme, she’s flat broke. Now Mimi must write a new book 
for the first time in decades, and to ensure the timely delivery of her manuscript, her New York publisher 
sends an assistant to monitor her progress. The prickly Mimi reluctantly complies—with a few stipulations: 
No Ivy-Leaguers or English majors. Must drive, cook, tidy. Computer whiz. Good with kids. Quiet, discreet, 
sane. 
When Alice Whitley arrives at the Banning mansion, she’s put to work right away—as a full-time 
companion to Frank, the writer’s eccentric nine-year-old, a boy with the wit of Noel Coward, the wardrobe 
of a 1930s movie star, and very little in common with his fellow fourth-graders. 
As she slowly gets to know Frank, Alice becomes consumed with finding out who Frank’s father is, how his 
gorgeous “piano teacher and itinerant male role model” Xander fits into the Banning family equation—and 
whether Mimi will ever finish that book. 
Full of heart and countless “only-in-Hollywood” moments, Be Frank with Me is a captivating and 
unconventional story of an unusual mother and son, and the intrepid young woman who finds herself 
irresistibly pulled into their unforgettable world. 
 

Beartown by Fredrik Backman (2016) 482p (10 books) 

Beartown is a small town in a large Swedish forest. For most of the year it is under a thick blanket of snow, 
experiencing the kind of cold and dark that brings people closer together - or pulls them apart. Its isolation 
means that Beartown has been slowly shrinking with each passing year. But now the town is on the verge 
of an astonishing revival. Change is in the air and a bright new future is just around the corner. 
Until the day it is all put in jeopardy by a single, brutal act. It divides the town into those who think it 
should be hushed up and forgotten, and those who'll risk the future to see justice done. At last, it falls to 
one young man to find the courage to speak the truth that it seems no one else wants to hear. With the 
town's future at stake, no one can stand by or stay silent. Everyone is on one side or the other. Which side 
would you be on? 
 

Beautiful Messy Love by Tess Woods – AUS (2017) 396p. (10 books)  

What happens when love and loyalty collide? Two couples must deal with the consequences of their messy 
love not just for themselves but for those who depend on them. For lovers of passionate romance in the 
vein of Nicholas Sparks. When football star Nick Harding hobbles into the Black Salt Cafe the morning after 
the night before, he is served by Anna, a waitress with haunted-looking eyes and no interest in footballers 
famous or otherwise. Nick is instantly drawn to this exotic, intelligent girl. But a relationship between them 
risks shame for her conservative refugee family and backlash for Nick that could ruin his career. 
Meanwhile, Nick's sister, Lily, is struggling to finish her medical degree. When she meets Toby, it seems 
that for the first time she is following her heart, not the expectations of others. Yet what starts out as a 
passionate affair with a man who has just buried his wife slips quickly into dangerous dependency.  
Through attraction, breakups, triumphs and tragedies, these two couples learn just how much their 
beautiful messy love might cost. A West Side Story for the modern day. 
 

Becoming Michelle Obama by Michelle Obama (2018) 421p. (10 books) 

An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former First Lady of the United States.  
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic 
and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America-the first African-American 
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to serve in that role-she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also 
establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, 
dramatically changing the ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her 
husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a 
few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving 
media glare.  
 
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers 
into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her-from her childhood on the South Side of 
Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at 
the world's most famous address 
 

Before I Go to Sleep by S J Watson – UK (2008) 359p. (10 books) 

The novel is a psychological thriller about a woman suffering from anterograde amnesia. The novel follows 
her every day as she wakes with no knowledge of who she is but facing the impossible task of 
reconstructing her memories from a journal she has been keeping. She learns that she has been seeing a 
doctor who is helping her to recover her memory, that her name is Christine Lucas, that she is 47 years old 
and married and has a son. As her journal grows it casts doubts on the truth behind this knowledge and 
sets her on a terrifying journey of discovery. 
 
Beneath The Shadows by Sara Foster (2018) (10 books) 
In this thrilling gothic suspense debut by Sara Foster in the tradition of Rosamund Lupton and Sophie 
Hannah, a young mother searches Yorkshire's windswept moors for the truth behind her husband's 
mysterious disappearance. 
THE ANSWERS ARE HIDING BENEATH THE SHADOWS 
When Grace's husband, Adam, inherits an isolated North Yorkshire cottage, they leave the bustle of 
London behind to try a new life. A week later, Adam vanishes without a trace, leaving their baby daughter, 
Millie, in her stroller on the doorstep. The following year, Grace returns to the tiny village on the untamed 
heath. Everyone—the police, her parents, even her best friend and younger sister—is convinced that Adam 
left her. But Grace, unable to let go of her memories of their love and life together, cannot accept this 
explanation. She is desperate for answers, but the slumbering, deeply superstitious hamlet is unwilling to 
give up its secrets. As Grace hunts through forgotten corners of the cottage searching for clues, and digs 
deeper into the lives of the locals, strange dreams begin to haunt her. Are the villagers hiding something, 
or is she becoming increasingly paranoid? Only as snowfall threatens to cut her and Millie off from the rest 
of the world does Grace make a terrible discovery. She has been looking in the wrong place for answers all 
along, and she and her daughter will be in terrible danger if she cannot get them away in time. 
 
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty – AUS (2014) 460p. (10 books + 1 audio + 2 DVDs) 
Big Little Lies follows three women, each at a crossroads: 
Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s funny and biting, passionate; she remembers everything and 
forgives no one. Her ex-husband and his yogi new wife have moved into her beloved beachside 
community, and their daughter is in the same kindergarten class as Madeline’s youngest (how is this 
possible?). And to top it all off, Madeline’s teenage daughter seems to be choosing Madeline’s ex-husband 
over her. (How. Is. This. Possible?). 
Celeste is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and stare. While she may seem a bit 
flustered at times, who wouldn’t be, with those rambunctious twin boys? Now that the boys are starting 
school, Celeste and her husband look set to become the king and queen of the school parent body. But 
royalty often comes at a price, and Celeste is grappling with how much more she is willing to pay. 
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 New to town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes her for the nanny. Jane is sad 
beyond her years and harbours secret doubts about her son. But why? While Madeline and Celeste soon 
take Jane under their wing, none of them realizes how the arrival of Jane and her inscrutable little boy will 
affect them all. 
 
Black Swan of Paris, The by Karen Robards 473p. (10 books) (New) 
Paris, 1944 
Celebrated singer Genevieve Dumont is both a star and a smokescreen. An unwilling darling of the Nazis, 
the chanteuse’s position of privilege allows her to go undetected as an ally to the resistance. 
When her estranged mother, Lillian de Rocheford, is captured by Nazis, Genevieve knows it won’t be long 
before the Gestapo succeeds in torturing information out of Lillian that will derail the upcoming allied 
invasion. The resistance movement is tasked with silencing her by any means necessary—including 
assassination. But Genevieve refuses to let her mother become yet one more victim of the war. Reuniting 
with her long-lost sister, she must find a way to navigate the perilous cross-currents of Occupied France 
undetected—and in time to save Lillian’s life. 
 
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek, The by Kim Michele Richardson - USA (2019) 288pg. (10 books) 
The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything--everything except books, that 
is. Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, Troublesome's got its very own traveling 
librarian, Cussy Mary Carter. 
Cussy's not only a book woman, however, she's also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue unlike 
most anyone else. Not everyone is keen on Cussy's family or the Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed 
for any whiff of trouble. If Cussy wants to bring the joy of books to the hill folks, she's going to have to 
confront prejudice as old as the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler. 
Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse 
library service of the 1930s, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of raw courage, fierce 
strength, and one woman's belief that books can carry us anywhere--even back home 
 
Bold Life, A by Kerri-Anne Kennerley – AU (2018) 384pg.  (10 books) 
Kerri-Anne Kennerley is Australia's queen of television. But behind the glamour of a public life is a private 
woman.  
A Bold Life is the tale of a Queensland girl who chased her dream of being a cabaret star to New York, only 
to find herself stranded in a violent marriage to a dangerous drug addict. It's the journey of a unique and 
driven woman who built a remarkable 50-year career in one of the most fickle and male-dominated 
industries of all, and instigated some of the most iconic moments in Australian TV history along the way. 
Yet away from the spotlight Kerri-Anne has stared down a series of personal crises with grace and dignity, 
the latest in 2016 when a freak fall left John, her devoted husband of 33 years, a quadriplegic. On their 
long road to recovery Kerri-Anne found herself reflecting on a lifetime's memories, good and bad. 
Honest, fabulous, powerful and poignant, this is Kerri-Anne Kennerley's own extraordinary and inspiring 
story of A Bold Life. 
 
Boy Behind the Curtain, The by Tim Winton – AUS (2017) 296p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
In The Boy Behind the Curtain Winton reflects on the accidents, traumatic and serendipitous, that have 
influenced his view of life and fuelled his distinctive artistic vision. On the unexpected links between car 
crashes and religious faith, between surfing and writing, and how going to the wrong movie at the age of 
eight opened him up to a life of the imagination. And in essays on class, fundamentalism, asylum seekers, 
guns and the natural world he reveals not only the incidents and concerns that have made him the much-
loved writer he is, but some of what unites the life and the work. 
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Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton – AUS (2018) 464p. (10 books) 
Brisbane, 1983: A lost father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin dealer for a stepfather and a 
notorious crim for a babysitter. It's not as if Eli's life isn't complicated enough already. He's just trying to 
follow his heart, learning what it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps throwing obstacles in the way - 
not least of which is Tytus Broz, legendary Brisbane drug dealer.  But if Eli's life is about to get a whole lot 
more serious. He's about to fall in love. And, oh yeah, he has to break into Boggo Road Gaol on Christmas 
Day, to save his mum.  A story of brotherhood, true love and the most unlikely of friendships, Boy Swallows 
Universe will be the most heartbreaking, joyous and exhilarating novel you will read all year. 
 
Boy Who Wouldn't Die, The by David Nyuol Vincent with Carol Nader – AUS (2012) 232p. (10 books) 
David Nyuol Vincent was a little boy when he fled southern Sudan with his father, as war raged in their 
country. He left behind his distraught mother and sisters, his village and his childhood. For months David 
and his father walked across southern Sudan, barefoot, desperately searching for safety, food and water. 
They survived the perilous Sahara Desert crossing into Ethiopia only to be separated. David was taken in 
and trained as a child soldier, surviving the next 17 years of his life alone in refugee camps. Life was a 
relentless struggle against starvation, air bombings and people determined to kill him and his people. In 
2004 David was offered a humanitarian visa as one of the Lost Boys of Sudan and was resettled to 
Australia. Traumatised by what he had seen and endured, he went about the slow and painful process of 
making a new life for himself – a life away from hunger, away from guns, away from death. A life where 
David is determined to improve the plight of his people both here in Australia and back in South Sudan. 
Told with frankness and humour, this is the powerful account of a young man's resilience. 
 
Breaking of Eggs, The by Jim Powell – UK (2010) 342p. (10 books) 
The Breaking of Eggs is the story of the curmudgeonly Feliks Zhokovski, Polish by birth, Communist at 
heart, who at age 61 finds that just about everything he has based his life on is crumbling. Separated from 
him family as a child when the Nazis invaded Poland, Feliks is currently living in Paris and his life's work is a 
travel guide to the old Eastern bloc. But unfortunately for Feliks, it's 1991: the Berlin Wall has fallen, 
Communism has collapsed, East Germany isn't the economic miracle he wants it to be, and he's forced to 
confront the fact that his travel-writing days are numbered. His guide was a flourishing business, but the 
old pro-Communist descriptions won’t do, for Western visitors will now be able to see for themselves. So 
he makes the (extremely difficult) decision to sell his guide to a big, capitalist American publisher. This sets 
in motion a chain of events that will reunite him with a brother living in Ohio that he hasn't seen in fifty 
years, reveal the truth about the mother he thought abandoned him and offer him a second chance with a 
long-lost love. 
Equal parts hilarious and moving, The Breaking of Eggs is the story of a man who closed himself off from 
everyone and everything years ago and now awakens to discover the world has changed dramatically and 
he must change with it. The Breaking of Eggs also has the added bonus of being a crash course in 20th 
century European history, subtly told as a backdrop to Feliks' riveting personal story. Imagine Everything is 
Illuminated meets The Elegance of the Hedgehog, then forget all the publishing clichés and discover this 
incredible new voice. 

Bridge Of Clay by Markus Zusak - AUS (2018) 583p. (10 books)  
The breathtaking story of five brothers who bring each other up in a world run by their own rules. As the 
Dunbar boys love and fight and learn to reckon with the adult world, they discover the moving secret 
behind their father’s disappearance.  
At the center of the Dunbar family is Clay, a boy who will build a bridge—for his family, for his past, for 
greatness, for his sins, for a miracle. The question is how far is Clay willing to go? And how much can he 
overcome? 
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Bridgerton: The Duke & I by Julia Quinn - USA (2006) 416p. (10 books) (NEW) 
In the ballrooms and drawing rooms of Regency London, rules abound. From their earliest days, children of 
aristocrats learn how to address an earl and curtsey before a prince—while other dictates of the ton are 
unspoken yet universally understood. A proper duke should be imperious and aloof. A young, marriageable 
lady should be amiable… but not too amiable.  Daphne Bridgerton has always failed at the latter. The 
fourth of eight siblings in her close-knit family, she has formed friendships with the most eligible young 
men in London. Everyone likes Daphne for her kindness and wit. But no one truly desires her. She is simply 
too deuced honest for that, too unwilling to play the romantic games that captivate gentlemen.  Amiability 
is not a characteristic shared by Simon Basset, Duke of Hastings. Recently returned to England from 
abroad, he intends to shun both marriage and society—just as his callous father shunned Simon 
throughout his painful childhood. Yet an encounter with his best friend’s sister offers another option. If 
Daphne agrees to a fake courtship, Simon can deter the mamas who parade their daughters before him. 
Daphne, meanwhile, will see her prospects and her reputation soar.  The plan works like a charm—at first. 
But amid the glittering, gossipy, cut-throat world of London’s elite, there is only one certainty: love ignores 
every rule... 
 
Buried Giant, The by Kazuo Ishiguro – UK/Japan (2015) 345p. (10 books + audio)  
From one of the most preeminent writers of our times comes The Buried Giant, an extraordinary new 
novel that poses powerful questions about love, loss, and mortality.  The novel centres around an 
elderly couple, Beatrice and Axl, who set out on an epic journey through war-torn lands in hopes of 
finding their son. As they contend with the physical hardships of their journey, they also encounter 
danger from a variety of mystical elements: ogres, demons, and an ever-present fog that makes 
memory elusive. With the help of a brash yet determined knight and a mysterious young boy, they 
travel across lands familiar and strange, ever closer to learning their son’s fate. What the y end up 
discovering along the way, though, leads them in surprising directions that will forever alter the fabric 
of their relationship—as well as the history of their embattled homeland.  
At once both brutal and affecting, Ishiguro’s novel is a fresh take on the hero’s journey. With 
unforgettable characters and a pace that rivets, The Buried Giant is sure to resonate as a classic for 
years to come. 
  
Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks – AUS (2011) 306p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
The narrator of Caleb’s Crossing is Bethia Mayfield, growing up in the tiny settlement of Great Harbor amid 
a small band of pioneers and Puritans. Restless and curious, she yearns after an education that is closed to 
her by her sex. As often as she can, she slips away to explore the island’s glistening beaches and observe its 
native Wampanoag inhabitants. At twelve, she encounters Caleb, the young son of a chieftain, and the two 
forge a tentative, secret friendship that draws each into the alien world of the other. Bethia’s minister 
father tries to convert the Wampanoag, awakening the wrath of the island’s strongest pawaaw, against 
whose ritual magic he must test his own beliefs. One of his projects becomes the education of Caleb, and a 
year later, Caleb is in Cambridge, studying Latin and Greek among the colonial elite. Bethia, also in 
Cambridge at the behest of her imperious elder brother, finds herself enmeshed in Caleb’s fate as he 
crosses between cultures. 
 
Camino Island by John Grisham – USA (2017) 290p. (10 books)  
A gang of thieves stage a daring heist from a secure vault deep below Princeton University’s Firestone 
Library. Their loot is priceless, but Princeton has insured it for twenty-five million dollars. 
Bruce Cable owns a popular bookstore in the sleepy resort town of Santa Rosa on Camino Island in Florida. 
He makes his real money, though, as a prominent dealer in rare books. Very few people know that he 
occasionally dabbles in the black market of stolen books and manuscripts. 
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Mercer Mann is a young novelist with a severe case of writer’s block who has recently been laid off from 
her teaching position. She is approached by an elegant, mysterious woman working for an even more 
mysterious company. A generous offer of money convinces Mercer to go undercover and infiltrate Bruce 
Cable’s circle of literary friends, ideally getting close enough to him to learn his secrets. 
But eventually Mercer learns far too much, and there’s trouble in paradise as only John Grisham can 
deliver it. 
 
Choke, The by Sofie Laguna (2018) 392p. (10 books) 
A mesmerising, harrowing and ultimately uplifting novel from the 2015 Miles Franklin winner. 
Abandoned by her mother as a toddler and only occasionally visited by her volatile father who keeps 
dangerous secrets, Justine is raised solely by her Pop, an old man tormented by visions of the Burma 
Railway. Justine finds sanctuary in Pop's chooks and The Choke, where the banks of the Murray River are 
so narrow they can almost touch—a place of staggering natural beauty that is both a source of peace and 
danger. Although Justine doesn't know it, her father is a menacing criminal and the world she is exposed to 
is one of great peril to her. She has to make sense of it on her own—and when she eventually does, she 
knows what she has to do.  
 
A brilliant, haunting novel about a child navigating an often dark and uncaring world of male power, guns 
and violence, in which grown-ups can't be trusted and comfort can only be found in nature, The Choke is a 
compassionate and claustrophobic vision of a child in danger and a society in deep trouble. It once again 
showcases the Miles Franklin Award-winning author as a writer of rare empathy, originality and blazing 
talent. 
 
Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris – AUS (2019) 401p. (10 books) 
In this follow-up to The Tattooist of Auschwitz, the author tells the story, based on a true one, of a woman 
who survives Auschwitz, only to find herself locked away again.  Cilka Klein is 18 years old when Auschwitz-
Birkenau is liberated by Soviet soldiers. But Cilka is one of the many women who is sentenced to a labor 
camp on charges of having helped the Nazis--with no consideration of the circumstances Cilka and women 
like her found themselves in as they struggled to survive. Once at the Vorkuta gulag in Sibera, where she is 
to serve her 15-year sentence, Cilka uses her wits, charm, and beauty to survive. 
 
Circe by Madeline Miller – USA (2019) 333p. (10 books) 
In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe has neither 
the look nor the voice of divinity, and is scorned and rejected by her kin. Increasingly isolated, she turns to 
mortals for companionship, leading her to discover a power forbidden to the gods: witchcraft.  When love 
drives Circe to cast a dark spell, wrathful Zeus banishes her to the remote island of Aiaia. There she learns 
to harness her occult craft, drawing strength from nature. But she will not always be alone; many are 
destined to pass through Circe's place of exile, entwining their fates with hers. The messenger god, 
Hermes. The craftsman, Daedalus. A ship bearing a golden fleece. And wily Odysseus, on his epic voyage 
home.  There is danger for a solitary woman in this world, and Circe's independence draws the wrath of 
men and gods alike. To protect what she holds dear, Circe must decide whether she belongs with the 
deities she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love. 
  
Circle, The by Dave Eggars – USA (2013) 491p. (10 books + 1 Large Print)  
The Circle follows the experiences of recent college graduate Mae Holland, as she moves from a dead-end 
job in her home town onto a customer service role in a large and powerful internet company. Quickly 
achieving success and finding the company perks rewarding, Mae becomes fully absorbed in her new life. 
Through her eyes we learn of technological innovations that make ever greater details of employees and 
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citizens’ lives available to others. The novel explores arguments for and against a range of emerging 
technologies and their possible implications. 
 
City Of Lights by Dave Warner (2018) 408p. (10 books) 
‘Jesus Christ. I found one.’ These words are blurted over the phone to Constable Snowy Lane, who is 
preoccupied with no more than a ham sandwich and getting a game with the East Fremantle league side 
on Saturday. They signal the beginning of a series of events that are to shake Perth to its foundations. 
It is 1979, and Perth is jumping with pub bands and overnight millionaires. ‘Mr Gruesome’ has just taken 
another victim. Snowy’s life and career are to be forever changed by the grim deeds of a serial killer, and 
the dark bloom spreading across the City of Light. City of Light and Before It Breaks are both prequels to 
Clear to the Horizon. 
 
Clade by James Bradley – AUS (2015) 237p. (10 books)  
On a beach in Antarctica, scientist Adam Leith marks the passage of the summer solstice. Back in Sydney 
his partner Ellie waits for the results of her latest round of IVF treatment. 
That result, when it comes, will change both their lives and propel them into a future neither could have 
predicted. In a collapsing England Adam will battle to survive an apocalyptic storm. Against a backdrop of 
growing civil unrest at home, Ellie will discover a strange affinity with beekeeping. In the aftermath of a 
pandemic, a young man finds solace in building virtual recreations of the dead. And new connections will 
be formed from the most unlikely beginnings. 
Clade is the story of one family in a radically changing world, a place of loss and wonder where the 
extraordinary mingles with the everyday. Haunting, lyrical and unexpectedly hopeful, it is the work of a 
writer in command of the major themes of our time. 
 
Clock Dance by Anne Tyler (2018) 292p. (10 books) 
A charming novel of self-discovery and second chances from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of A Spool of 
Blue Thread 
 
Willa Drake has had three opportunities to start her life over: in 1967, as a schoolgirl whose mother has 
suddenly disappeared; in 1977, when considering a marriage proposal; and in 1997, as a young widow 
trying to hold her family together. So she is surprised when in 2017 she is given one last chance to change 
everything, after receiving a startling phone call from a stranger. Without fully understanding why, she flies 
across the country to Baltimore to help a young woman she’s never met. This impulsive decision, maybe 
the first one she’s consciously made in her life, will lead Willa into uncharted territory—surrounded by 
eccentric neighbors who treat each other like family, she finds solace and fulfillment in unexpected places. 
A bewitching novel of hope and transformation, Clock Dance gives us Anne Tyler at the height of her 
powers. 
 
Coffin Confessor, The by Bill Edgar – AUS (2021) – 294p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Imagine you are dying with a secret. Something you’ve never had the courage to tell your friends and 

family. Or a last wish – a task you need carried out before you can rest in peace. Now imagine there’s a 

man who can take care of all that, who has no respect for the living, who will do anything for the dead.  Bill 

Edgar is the Coffin Confessor – a one-of-a-kind professional, a man on a mission to make good on these last 

requests on behalf of his soon-to-be-deceased clients. And this is the extraordinary story of how he 

became that man.  Bill has been many things in this life: son of one of Australia’s most notorious gangsters, 

homeless street-kid, maximum-security prisoner, hard man, family man, car thief, professional punching 
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bag, philosopher, inventor, private investigator, victim of horrific childhood sexual abuse and an activist 

fighting to bring down the institutions that let it happen. A survivor. 

As a little boy, he learned the hard way that society is full of people who fall through the cracks – who die 

without their stories being told. Now his life’s work is to make sure his clients’ voices are heard, and their 

last wishes delivered: the small-town grandfather who needs his tastefully decorated sex dungeon 

destroyed before the kids find it. The woman who endured an abusive marriage for decades before finding 

freedom. The outlaw biker who is afraid of nothing . . . except telling the world he is in love with another 

man. The dad who desperately needs to track down his estranged daughter so he can find a way to say 

he's sorry, with one final gift. 

 
 
Come Back to Me by Sara Foster (2018) 462p. (10 books) 
Do you have to honour a promise you made in the past if it means losing all you have now? 
When Mark introduces his date, Julia, to Chloe and her husband at a London restaurant, it's obvious that 
something is very, very wrong. Alex and Julia pretend not to know one another, but the shocked 
expressions on their faces tell another story. 
 
As the mystery of Julia's identity unravels, a terrible tragedy from ten years ago gradually comes to light. 
While Chloe struggles with a secret of her own, Alex has to decide whether he should take Julia back to 
Australia to try to lay the past to rest, when doing so will risk all he has with the wife he loves. 
And Julia must decide whether to finally confront Alex with the whole truth about what happened back 
then. 
Set in London and Perth, Come Back to Me is a taut psychological drama that will keep you enthralled until 
the very last page. 
 
Coming Home to Island House by Erica James – UK (2018) – 491p. (10 books) (NEW) 
It's the summer of 1939, and after touring an unsettled Europe to promote her latest book, Romily Temple 

returns home to Island House and the love of her life, the charismatic Jack Devereux.  But when Jack falls 

ill, his estranged family are called home and given seven days to find a way to bury their resentments and 

come together.  With war now declared, each member of the family is reluctantly forced to accept their 

new stepmother and confront their own shortcomings. But can the habits of a lifetime be changed in one 

week? And can Romily, a woman who thrives on adventure, cope with the life that has been so 

unexpectedly thrust upon her? 

 

Concealed by Esther Amini - USA (2020) 330p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Esther Amini grew up in Queens, New York, during the freewheeling 1960s. She also grew up in a Persian-
Jewish household, the American-born daughter of parents who had fled Mashhad, Iran. In Concealed, she 
tells the story of being caught between these two worlds: the dutiful daughter of tradition-bound parents 
who hungers for more self-determination than tradition allows.  Exploring the roots of her father's deep 
silences and explosive temper, her mother's flamboyance and flights from home, and her own sense of 
indebtedness to her Iranian-born brothers, Amini uncovers the story of her parents' early years in 
Mashhad, Iran's holiest Muslim city; the little-known history of Mashhad's underground Jews; the incident 
that steeled her mother's resolve to leave; and her parents' arduous journey to the U.S., where they faced 
a new threat to their traditions: the threat of freedom.  
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Determined to protect his daughter from corruption, Amini's father prohibits talk, books, education, and 
pushes an early Persian marriage instead. Can she resist? Should she? Focused intently on what she stands 
to gain, Amini comes to see what she also stands to lose: a family and community bound by food, 
celebrations, sibling escapades, and unexpected acts of devotion by parents to whom she feels invisible.  In 
this poignant, funny, entertaining, and uplifting memoir, Amini documents with keen eye, quick wit, and 
warm heart how family members build, buoy, wound, and save one another across generations; how lives 
are shaped by the demands and burdens of loyalty and legacy; and how she rose to the challenge of 
deciding what to keep and what to discard. 
 
Crocodile on the Sandbank by Elizabeth Peters – USA (1975) 337p. (10 books) 
Set in 1884, this is the first instalment in what has become a beloved bestselling series. At thirty-two, 
strong-willed Amelia Peabody, a self-proclaimed spinster, decides to use her ample inheritance to indulge 
her passion, Egyptology. On her way to Egypt, Amelia encounters a young woman named Evelyn Barton-
Forbes. The two become fast friends and travel on together, encountering mysteries, missing mummies, 
and Radcliffe Emerson, a dashing and opinionated archaeologist who doesn't need a woman's help -- or so 
he thinks. 
 
Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner – USA (2002) 368p. (10 books + 1 audio MP3 audio)  
A novel of the friendships and woes of two couples, which tells the story of their lives in lyrical, evocative 
prose by one of the finest American writers of the late 20th century. 
When two young couples meet for the first time during the Great Depression, they quickly find they have 
much in common: Charity Lang and Sally Morgan are both pregnant, while their husbands Sid and Larry 
both have jobs in the English department at the University of Wisconsin. Immediately a lifelong friendship 
is born, which becomes increasingly complex as they share decades of love, loyalty, vulnerability and 
conflict.  
Written from the perspective of the aging Larry Morgan, Crossing to Safety is a beautiful and deeply 
moving exploration of the struggle of four people to come to terms with the trials and tragedies of 
everyday life. 
 
Dalai Lama’s Cat, The by David Michie – South Africa/AUS (2012) 216p. (10 books) 
Starving and pitiful, a mud-smeared kitten is rescued from the slums of New Delhi and transported to a life 
she could have never imagined. In a beautiful sanctuary overlooking the snow-capped Himalayas, she 
begins her new life as the Dalai Lama’s cat. Warmhearted, irreverent, and wise, this cat of many names 
opens a window to the inner sanctum of life in Dharamsala. A tiny spy observing the constant flow of 
private meetings between His Holiness and everyone from Hollywood celebrities to philanthropists to self-
help authors, the Dalai Lama’s cat provides us with insights on how to find happiness and meaning in a 
busy, materialistic world. Her story will put a smile on the face of anyone who has been blessed by the 
kneading paws and bountiful purring of a cat 
 
Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe (2018) 278p. (10 books) 
Dark Emu injects a profound authenticity into the conversation about how we Australians understand our 
continent ... [It is] essential reading for anyone who wants to understand what Australia once was, or what 
it might yet be if we heed the lessons of long and sophisticated human occupation.’ Judges for 2016 NSW 
Premier’s Literary Awards 
 
Dark Emu puts forward an argument for a reconsideration of the hunter-gatherer tag for pre-colonial 
Aboriginal Australians. The evidence insists that Aboriginal people right across the continent were using 
domesticated plants, sowing, harvesting, irrigating, and storing — behaviours inconsistent with the hunter-
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gatherer tag. Gerritsen and Gammage in their latest books support this premise but Pascoe takes this 
further and challenges the hunter-gatherer tag as a convenient lie. Almost all the evidence in Dark Emu 
comes from the records and diaries of the Australian explorers, impeccable sources. 
 
Deep, The by Kyle Perry – AUS (2021) – 445p. (10 books) (NEW) 
On the Tasman Peninsula, nestled amidst the largest sea-cliffs in the southern hemisphere, is Shacktown. 

Here the Dempsey family have run a drug ring for generations, using the fishing industry and the deadly 

Black Wind as cover. But when thirteen-year-old Forest Dempsey walks out of the ocean, bruised and 

branded, everything is imperilled – because Forest has been believed dead for the last seven years.  

Mackerel Dempsey, out of jail on strict bail conditions, is trying to change his fate, doing his best to keep 

out of trouble before his next court date. His cousin Ahab has renounced the family altogether, in favour of 

working to keep the town and its fragile tourism economy safe. But in their search for answers about 

Forest, both Mackerel and Ahab can’t help but be drawn back into the underworld. What on earth 

happened to the boy all those years ago? And does it have anything to do with the infamous drug kingpin 

Blackbeard, who is rumoured to be moving in on Shacktown?  When secrets long thought buried at sea 

wash up on shore, generations of the Dempsey family must stand up for what they believe in, even if it 

means sacrificing everything. But in the gritty fight between right and wrong, blood isn’t always thicker 

than water, and everyone is at risk of being pulled under... 

 

Diamond Hunter, The by Fiona McIntosh – AUS (2019) – 416p. (10 books) (NEW) 

When six-year-old Clementine Knight loses her mother to malaria during the 1870s diamond rush in 

southern Africa, she is left to be raised by her destitute, alcoholic father, James. Much of Clementine’s care 

falls to their trusty Zulu companion, Joseph One-Shoe, and the unlikely pair form an unbreakable bond.  

When the two men uncover a large, flawless diamond, James believes he has finally secured their future, 

but the discovery of the priceless gem comes at a huge cost. A dark bargain is struck to do whatever it 

takes to return Clementine to a respectable life at the Grant family’s sprawling estate in northern England 

– while the diamond disappears.  Years on, long-buried memories of Clementine's childhood in Africa and 

her beloved Joseph One-Shoe are triggered, as she questions who she can trust. To solve the mystery of 

what happened to her loved ones all those years ago, she must confront a painful history and finally bring 

justice to bear.  From the harsh desert of Africa’s Kimberley diamond mine to the misty, green plains of 

northern England, The Diamond Hunter is a breathtaking adventure story about trust and betrayal, the 

ultimate quest for truth, and a love that is truly priceless. 

 

Dictionary of Lost Words, The by Pip Williams – AUS (2020) 423p. (10 books) 
Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the 
‘Scriptorium’, a garden shed in Oxford where her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers are 
collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, 
unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word ‘bondmaid’ flutters to the floor. Esme 
rescues the slip and stashes it in an old wooden case that belongs to her friend, Lizzie, a young servant in 
the big house. Esme begins to collect other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or 
have been neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of the world.  Over time, Esme 
realises that some words are considered more important than others, and that words and meanings 
relating to women’s experiences often go unrecorded. While she dedicates her life to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, secretly, she begins to collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words. 
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Dinner, The by Herman Koch – Netherlands (2009 translated 2012) 309p. (10 books + 1 audio + 1 Large 
Print)           
The Dinner is a chilling contemporary novel set over the course of one sumptuous dinner at a fashionable 
establishment. Paul Lohman and his wife Claire meet Paul’s brother Serge and his wife Babette for dinner. 
Paul, a retired history teacher, is full of aggression, both towards the restaurant with its pretentious food 
and service, and towards his brother, Serge, the popular politician whose ambition is to become Prime 
Minister of the Netherlands in the forthcoming election. As the evening progresses, it becomes clear that 
tonight’s dinner will be even more difficult than usual. 
Hanging over the diners is the shadow of an event that has rocked the city: the cold-blooded killing of a 
homeless woman by two teenage boys, caught on camera. 
 
Dog’s Purpose, A by W. Bruce Cameron – USA (2010) 319p. (10 books) 
This is the remarkable story of one endearing dog's search for his purpose over the course of several lives. 
More than just another charming dog story, this touches on the universal quest for an answer to life's most 
basic question: Why are we here?  
Surprised to find himself reborn as a rambunctious golden haired puppy after a tragically short life as a 
stray mutt, Bailey's search for his new life's meaning leads him into the loving arms of 8 year old Ethan. 
During their countless adventures Bailey joyously discovers how to be a good dog. But this life as a beloved 
family pet is not the end of Bailey's journey. Reborn as a puppy yet again, Bailey wonders, will he ever find 
his purpose? 
 
Driving Into The Sun by Marcella Polain (2019) 306p. (10 books) 
For Orla, living in the suburbs in 1968 on the cusp of adolescence, her father is a great shining light, whose 
warm and powerful presence fills her world. 
But in the aftermath of his sudden death, Orla, her mother and her sister are left in a no-man’s-land, a 
place where the rights and protections of the nuclear family suddenly and mysteriously no longer apply, 
and where the path between girl and woman must be navigated alone.  
 
Dry, The by Jane Harper 424p. (2018) (10 books)   
A small town hides big secrets. 
After getting a note demanding his presence, Federal Agent Aaron Falk arrives in his hometown for the first 
time in decades to attend the funeral of his best friend, Luke. Twenty years ago when Falk was accused of 
murder, Luke was his alibi. Falk and his father fled under a cloud of suspicion, saved from prosecution only 
because of Luke’s steadfast claim that the boys had been together at the time of the crime. But now more 
than one person knows they didn’t tell the truth back then, and Luke is dead. 
 
Amid the worst drought in a century, Falk and the local detective question what really happened to Luke. 
As Falk reluctantly investigates to see if there’s more to Luke’s death than there seems to be, long-buried 
mysteries resurface, as do the lies that have haunted them. And Falk will find that small towns have always 
hidden big secrets. 
 
Eden by Candice Fox – AUS (2015) 405p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Most police duos run on trust, loyalty, and the desire to see killers in court. But Detective Frank Bennett's 
partner, the enigmatic Eden Archer, has nothing to offer him but darkness and danger. She doesn't mind 
catching killers – but it's not the courthouse where her justice is served. And now Eden is about to head 
undercover to find three missing girls. The only link between the victims is a remote farm where the 
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desperate go to hide and blood falls more often than rain. For Frank, the priority is to keep his partner 
monitored 24/7 while she's there – but is it for Eden's protection, or to protect their suspects from her? 
 
Across the city at the Utulla Tip, someone is watching Hades Archer, a man whose criminal reputation is 
the stuff of legend. Unmasking the stalker for him might be just what Frank needs to stay out of trouble 
while Eden's away. But it's going to take a trip into Hades's past to discover the answers - and what Frank 
uncovers may well put everyone in danger. 
 
Educated by Tara Westover (2018) 377p. (10 books) 
Tara Westover grew up preparing for the End of Days, watching for the sun to darken, for the moon to drip 
as if with blood. She spent her summers bottling peaches and her winters rotating emergency supplies, 
hoping that when the World of Men failed, her family would continue on, unaffected. She hadn’t been 
registered for a birth certificate. She had no school records because she’d never set foot in a classroom, 
and no medical records because her father didn’t believe in doctors or hospitals. According to the state 
and federal government, she didn’t exist. As she grew older, her father became more radical, and her 
brother, more violent. At sixteen Tara decided to educate herself. Her struggle for knowledge would take 
her far from her Idaho mountains, over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only 
then would she wonder if she’d travelled too far. If there was still a way home. 
 
EDUCATED is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty, and of the 
grief that comes with the severing of the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes all great 
writers, from her singular experience Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the 
heart of what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes, and 
the will to change it. 
 
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman (2018) 327p. (10 books) 
Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same clothes to work every day, eats the same meal 
deal for lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to drink every weekend. Eleanor Oliphant 
is happy. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, everything. One simple 
act of kindness is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has built around herself. Now she must learn how to 
navigate the world that everyone else seems to take for granted – while searching for the courage to face 
the dark corners she’s avoided all her life. 
 
Electric Hotel, The by Dominic Smith –AUS (2019) p449. (10 books) 
For nearly half a century, Claude Ballard has been living at the Hollywood Knickerbocker Hotel. A French 
pioneer of silent films, who started out as a concession agent for the Lumiere brothers, the inventors of 
cinema, Claude now spends his days foraging mushrooms in the hills of Los Angeles and taking 
photographs of runaways and the striplings along Sunset Boulevard. But when a film-history student comes 
to interview Claude about The Electric Hotel--the lost masterpiece that bankrupted him and ended the 
career of his muse, Sabine Montrose--the past comes surging back. In his run-down hotel suite, the ravages 
of the past are waiting to be excavated: celluloid fragments and reels in desperate need of restoration, and 
Claude's memories of the woman who inspired and beguiled him. 
 
Elegance of the Hedgehog, The by Muriel Barbery – FRA (2006) 325p. (10 books) 
We are in the centre of Paris, in an elegant apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families. Renée, the 
concierge, is witness to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms 
to every stereotype of the concierge: fat, cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet, unbeknownst to her 
employers, Renée is a cultured autodidact who adores art, philosophy, music, and Japanese culture.  Then 
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there's Paloma, a twelve-year-old genius. She is the daughter of a tedious parliamentarian, a talented and 
startlingly lucid child who has decided to end her life on the sixteenth of June, her thirteenth birthday. 
Until then she will continue behaving as everyone expects her to behave.  Paloma and Renée hide both 
their true talents and their finest qualities from a world they suspect cannot or will not appreciate them. 
They discover their kindred souls when a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu arrives in the building. This is a 
moving, funny, triumphant novel that exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous among us. 
 
Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey – UK (2014) 303p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio) 
Maud is forgetful. She makes a cup of tea and doesn't remember to drink it. She goes to the shops and 
forgets why she went. Sometimes her home is unrecognizable - or her daughter Helen seems a total 
stranger. 
But there's one thing Maud is sure of: her friend Elizabeth is missing. The note in her pocket tells her so. 
And no matter who tells her to stop going on about it, to leave it alone, to shut up, Maud will get to the 
bottom of it. 
Because somewhere in Maud's damaged mind lies the answer to an unsolved seventy-year-old mystery. 
One everyone has forgotten about.  
Everyone, except Maud… 
 
Everyone Brave is Forgiven by Chris Cleave – UK (2016) 448p. (10 books)   
London 1939. 
The day war is declared, Mary North leaves finishing school unfinished, goes straight to the War Office, and 
signs up. 
Tom Shaw decides to ignore the war—until he learns his roommate Alistair Heath has unexpectedly 
enlisted. Then the conflict can no longer be avoided. 
Young, bright, and brave, Mary is certain she’d be a marvellous spy. When she is—bewilderingly—made a 
teacher, she finds herself defying prejudice to protect the children her country would rather forget. 
Tom, meanwhile, finds that he will do anything for Mary. 
And when Mary and Alistair meet, it is love, as well as war, that will test them in ways they could not have 
imagined, entangling three lives in violence and passion, friendship and deception, inexorably shaping their 
hopes and dreams. 
Set in London during the years of 1939–1942, when citizens had slim hope of survival, much less victory; 
and on the strategic island of Malta, which was daily devastated by the Axis barrage, Everyone Brave is 
Forgiven features little-known history and a perfect wartime love story inspired by the real-life love letters 
between Chris Cleave’s grandparents. This dazzling novel dares us to understand that, against the great 
theatre of world events, it is the intimate losses, the small battles, the daily human triumphs that change 
us most.  
 
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng – USA (2014) 292p. (10 books)  
Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet . . . So begins this debut novel about a mixed-race family living 
in 1970s Ohio and the tragedy that will either be their undoing or their salvation. Lydia is the favorite child 
of Marilyn and James Lee; their middle daughter, a girl who inherited her mother’s bright blue eyes and 
her father’s jet-black hair. Her parents are determined that Lydia will fulfill the dreams they were unable to 
pursue—in Marilyn’s case that her daughter become a doctor rather than a homemaker, in James’s case 
that Lydia be popular at school, a girl with a busy social life and the center of every party. 
When Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee 
family together tumbles into chaos, forcing them to confront the long-kept secrets that have been slowly 
pulling them apart. 
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Expatriates, The by Janice Y.K. Lee (2016) 336p. (10 books) 
Set in present-day Hong Kong, The Expatriates follows the lives of three women. An unspeakable tragedy 
leaves twenty-something Mercy with a crippling personal inertia, and Margaret, a mother of three, numb 
and unable to heal. In the same small expatriate community, Hilary tries to distract herself from a marriage 
gone stale by providing piano lessons for a local orphan, only to find her actions openly criticized on an 
anonymous online forum.  
The individual, sometimes overlapping perspectives of Mercy, Margaret and Hilary are woven together, 
exposing the insularity and complex privilege of the expatriate world, whilst also revealing the fragility of a 
woman's position in the world. When the women are struck by tragedy, each of them realizes how 
shockingly dependent they were upon conforming to the unspoken rules of their milieu. In Hong Kong, 
without speaking Cantonese or having a job (it is almost always the husband who precipitates the move), 
these women find themselves, almost unexpectedly, stripped of their former identities and living in a land 
of country clubs and housemaids. Without their familiar ties to family, friends, and jobs, they find 
themselves in a world where the old rules no longer apply. 
 
Exploded View by Carrie Tiffany - AUS (2019) 191p. (10 books) 
A dangerous man moves in with a mother and her two adolescent children. The man runs an unlicensed 
mechanic’s workshop at the back of their property. The girl resists the man with silence, and finally with 
sabotage. She fights him at the place where she believes his heart lives—in the engine of the car.  Set at 
the close of the 1970s and traversing thousands of kilometres of inland roads, Exploded View is a 
revelatory interrogation of Australian girlhood.  Must a girl always be a part—how can she become a 
whole? 
 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer- USA (2005) 326p. (10 books) 
Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five 
boroughs of New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his 
father, who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. 
This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts on an exhilarating, 
affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. 
 
Eye of the Sheep, The by Sofie Laguna – AUS (2014) 308p. (10 books)  
Told from the mesmerising point of view and in the inimitable voice of Jimmy, this is an extraordinary 
novel about a poor family who is struggling to cope with a different and difficult child.  
Winner of the Miles Franklin Literary Award 2015. 
Ned was beside me, his messages running easily through him, with space between each one, coming 
through him like water. He was the go-between, going between the animal kingdom and this one. I 
watched the waves as they rolled and crashed towards us, one after another, never stopping, always 
changing. I knew what was making them come, I had been there and I would always know. 
Meet Jimmy Flick. He's not like other kids - he's both too fast and too slow. He sees too much, and too 
little. Jimmy's mother Paula is the only one who can manage him. She teaches him how to count sheep so 
that he can fall asleep. She holds him tight enough to stop his cells spinning. It is only Paula who can keep 
Jimmy out of his father's way. But when Jimmy's world falls apart, he has to navigate the unfathomable 
world on his own, and make things right. 
 
Fairytale by Danielle Steel (2018) 288p (10 books) 
Camille Lammenais has grown up in the beauty of the Napa Valley, surrounded by acres of her family’s 
vineyards. Her parents, Christophe and Joy, still deeply in love after two decades of marriage, have built a 
renowned winery and château modeled after Christophe’s ancient family estate in his native Bordeaux. 
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Camille has had a perfect childhood, safe in her parents’ love. After graduating from Stanford, she returns 
to help manage Château Joy, her lifetime goal. But their fairytale ends suddenly with her mother’s death 
from cancer. 
 
Six months after losing his wife, the devastated Christophe is easy prey for a mysterious, charming 
Frenchwoman visiting the valley. The Countess de Pantin is the essence of Parisian seductiveness and 
sophistication. Within weeks they are a clandestine couple, making love like teenagers, glowing with their 
secret. Camille, still grieving for her mother, is shocked by the news that her father intends to remarry. 
Then she begins to see past the alluring looks, designer clothes, and elegant manners of the countess, 
while her innocent father is trapped in her web. 
When tragedy strikes again, Camille is at her stepmother’s mercy, and that of the two evil stepbrothers 
who appear. Camille needs to fight—first for her legacy, and then for her very life. But as she grapples with 
the plots being carried out against her, the countess’s elderly, kind, clever mother becomes her only ally, 
and a childhood friend emerges as a prince worthy of any fairytale. 
 
Family Secrets by Liz Byrski – AUS (2014) 398p. (10 books)  
When patriarch Gerald Hawkins passes away in his Tasmanian home, after ten years of serious illness, his 
family experience a wave of grief and, admittedly, a surge of relief. Gerald's dominating personality has 
loomed large over his wife, Connie, their children, Andrew and Kerry, and his sister Flora, for decades.  
Connie, whose own dreams were dispensed with upon marriage, is now determined to renew her long 
friendship with Gerald's estranged sister, Flora. She travels to France where she finds Flora struggling to 
make peace with the past and searching for a place to call home. Meanwhile Andrew's marriage is 
crumbling, and Kerry is trapped in stasis by unfinished business with her father. 
As the family adjusts to life after Gerald, they could not be more splintered. But there are surprises in store 
and secrets to unravel. And once the loss has been absorbed, is it possible that they could all find a way to 
start afresh with forgiveness, understanding and possibility? 
 
Fault in Our Stars, The by John Green – USA (2012) 313p. (10 books + 1 Large Print) 
Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 
anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named 
Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely 
rewritten.  Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-winning author John 
Green’s most ambitious and heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic 
business of being alive and in love.  
 
Fates and Furies by Laurn Gorff (2015) 390p. (10 books) 
Every story has two sides. Every relationship has two perspectives. And sometimes, it turns out, the key to 
a great marriage is not its truths but its secrets. At age twenty-two, Lotto and Mathilde are tall, glamorous, 
madly in love and destined for greatness. A decade later, their marriage is still the envy of their friends, but 
behind closed doors things are even more complicated and remarkable than they have seemed. 
 
Finding My Place by Anne Aly – AU (2018) 320p. (10 books)  
In 2016, Anne Aly was the first Australian Muslim woman, the first Egyptian-born woman and the first 
counter-terrorism expert to be elected to Federal Parliament. She was also most probably the first 
parliamentarian to have seen Zoolander 23 times. 'What am I doing here?' she asked herself as she was 
sworn in with her hand on her father's copy of the Quran. It's a question the former professor has raised 
more than once since she arrived in Australia aged two bearing the name Azza Mahmoud Fawzy El 
Housseini Ali Al Serougi. The answer is a fascinating and moving story of a Muslim girl growing up in 



 

 

22 
 

suburban Australia in the seventies, when the Brady Bunch appeared to epitomise Western family life and 
girls like Anne danced the divide between the expectations and values of their parents' culture and that of 
their adopted land. Told with warmth, humour and insight, Anne's book is an irresistible story by an 
irrepressible Australian woman who has already made her mark internationally and in public life. 
 
Fishermen, The By Chigozie Obioma (2015) 304p. (10 books) 
In a small town in western Nigeria, four young brothers – the youngest is nine, the oldest fifteen – use their 
strict father’s absence from home to go fishing at a forbidden local river. They encounter a dangerous local 
madman who predicts that the oldest brother will be killed by another. This prophecy breaks their strong 
bond, and unleashes a tragic chain of events of almost mythic proportions. Passionate and bold, The 
Fishermen is a breathtakingly beautiful novel, firmly rooted in the best of African storytelling. With this 
powerful debut, Chigozie Obioma emerges as one of the most original new voices in world literature. 
 
Fled by Meg Keneally (2019) 383p. (10 books) 
Based on the true story of Mary Bryant, an iconic figure in the foundation lore of Australia as Great 
Britain's penal colony, Fled is a sweeping, heart-wrenching account of one woman's life-long search for 
freedom. Jenny Gwyn has proven herself a survivor. Faced with destitution after the death of her father, 
she toughens her skin to become a highwaywoman in order to support her impoverished family. But one 
fatal mistake leads to her arrest, and the king’s justice demands her death. Rather than beg for mercy, 
Jenny condemns the system that would have her choose between obeying the law and dying, and breaking 
it for a chance to live. Her ferocity convinces the judge to spare her life, sentencing her and dozens of other 
convicts to a transport across the world to help settle England's newest colony in Australia. After being 
contained on a filthy ship and selling her body for protection, Jenny is horrified to learn that her struggles 
have only just begun. The harsh landscape of Sydney Cove isn't welcoming to its new settlers with its arid 
climate and precious little fresh water, and despite the lack of shackles or bars, she and the others are still 
prisoners under the strict watch of Governor Edward Lockharty, and no amount of cunning can earn his 
favor. Jenny refuses to submit to the governor or to the barren land unable to support the growing 
population. Determined to find a better life for herself and her children, she braves the sea, and a journey 
of over three thousand miles in a small rowboat, for a chance at a future worth fighting for. 
 
Fools and Mortals by Bernard Cornwell (2018) 384p. (10 books)  
A dramatic new departure for international bestselling author Bernard Cornwell, FOOLS AND MORTALS 
takes us into the heart of the Elizabethan era, long one of his favourite periods of British history. 
Fools and Mortals follows the young Richard Shakespeare, an actor struggling to make his way in a 
company dominated by his estranged older brother, William. As the growth of theatre blooms, their rivalry 
– and that of the playhouses, playwrights and actors vying for acclaim and glory – propels a high-stakes 
story of conflict and betrayal. Showcasing his renowned storyteller’s skill, Bernard Cornwell has created an 
Elizabethan world incredibly rich in its portrayal: you walk the London streets, stand in the palaces and are 
on stage in the playhouses, as he weaves a remarkable story in which performances, rivalries and ambition 
combine to form a tangled web of intrigue. 
 
Flying the Nest by Rachael Johns – AUS (2020) 448p. (10 books) 
They say a change is as good as a holiday...but what if you don't want either?  Is her family's happiness 
more important than her own?  The first time Ashling Wood realises her marriage is on the rocks is when 
her husband, Adrian, suggests they try nest parenting. Heartbroken, Ash suddenly finds herself living a 
double life - one week with her children, the next cohabiting with her happily single sister-in-law. Her 
friends think the modern custody solution is an exciting opportunity for her to spread her wings, but all Ash 
wants is her family back together.  An offer to renovate a seaside cottage seems like the perfect distraction 
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for Ash while waiting for Adrian to come to his senses. She's determined to fix her marriage as well as the 
cottage, but life gets even more complicated when she meets local fisherman Dan Emerson.  Soon, each 
home-stay becomes more dysfunctional, while for the other week Ash enjoys the peaceful life of the 
beachside community. The more time Ash spends in Ragged Point, the more she questions what she really 
wants. Is a sea-change the fresh start she needs to move on?  When tragedy calls Ash back to the city, she's 
torn between the needs of her family and her future. Can her family life fit in with a permanent move to 
the beach or could Ash's new-found independence attract Adrian back to the nest? 
 
Force of Nature by Jane Harper - AUS (2018) 326p. (10 books) 
Five women reluctantly pick up their backpacks and start walking along a muddy track. 
Only four come out on the other side. The hike through the rugged Giralang Ranges is meant to take the 
office colleagues out of their air-conditioned comfort zone and encourage teamwork and resilience. At 
least, that's what the corporate retreat website advertises. Federal Police investigator Aaron Falk has a 
keen interest in the whereabouts of the missing hiker, Alice Russell. Because Alice knew secrets, about the 
company she worked for and the people she worked with. The four returning women tell Falk a tale of 
fear, violence and fractured trust during their days in the remote Australian bushland. And as Falk delves 
into the disappearance of Alice, he begins to suspect some dangers ran far deeper than anyone knew. 
 
Fortunate Life, A by A. B. Facey – (1981) 331p. (10 books) 
Born in 1894, Albert Facey lived the rough frontier life of a sheep farmer, survived the gore of Gallipoli, 
raised a family through the Depression and spent sixty years with his beloved wife, Evelyn. Despite 
enduring hardships we can barely imagine today, Facey always saw his life as a "fortunate" one. A true 
classic of Australian literature, his simply written autobiography is an inspiration. It is the story of a life 
lived to the full – the extraordinary journey of an ordinary man. 
 
French Photographer, The by Natasha Lester (2019) 430p. (10 books) 
Manhattan, Paris, 1942: When Jessica May's successful modelling career is abruptly cut short, she is 
assigned to the war in Europe as a photojournalist for Vogue. But when she arrives the army men make her 
life as difficult as possible. Three friendships change that: journalist Martha Gellhorn encourages Jess to 
bend the rules, paratrooper Dan Hallworth takes her to places to shoot pictures and write stories that 
matter, and a little girl, Victorine, who has grown up in a field hospital, shows her love. But success comes 
at a price.  France, 2005: Australian curator D'Arcy Hallworth arrives at a beautiful chateau to manage a 
famous collection of photographs. What begins as just another job becomes far more disquieting as D'Arcy 
uncovers the true identity of the mysterious photographer -- and realises that she is connected to D'Arcy's 
own mother, Victorine.  Crossing a war-torn Europe from Italy to France, The French Photographer is a 
story of courage, family and forgiveness, by the bestselling author of The Paris Seamstress and A Kiss from 
Mr Fitzgerald 
 
Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo – UK (2019) 452p. (10 books)  
This is Britain as you've never seen it.  This is Britain as it has never been told.  From Newcastle to Cornwall, 
from the birth of the twentieth century to the teens of the twenty-first, Girl Woman Other follows a cast of 
twelve characters on their personal journeys through this country and the last hundred years. They're each 
looking for something - a shared past, an unexpected future, a place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a 
lover, a missed mother, a lost father, even just a touch of hope. 
 
Glass Room, The by Simon Mawer – (2009) 405p. (10 books) 
Honeymooners Viktor and Liesel Landauer meet modernist architect Rainer von Abt in central Europe of 
the 1920s. He builds them a home to embody their exuberant faith in the future, and the Landauer House 



 

 

24 
 

becomes an instant masterpiece.  Viktor and Liesel, a rich Jewish mogul married to a thoughtful, modern 
gentile, pour all of their hopes for their marriage and budding family into their stunning new home, filling it 
with children, friends, and a generation of artists and thinkers eager to abandon old-world European style 
in favour of the new and the avant-garde. But as life intervenes, their new home also brings out their most 
passionate desires and darkest secrets. As Viktor searches for a warmer, less challenging comfort in the 
arms of another woman, and Liesel turns to her wild, mischievous friend Hana for excitement, the 
marriage begins to show signs of strain. The radiant honesty and idealism of 1930 quickly evaporate 
beneath the storm clouds of World War II. As Nazi troops enter the country, the family must leave their old 
life behind and attempt to escape to America before Viktor’s Jewish roots draw Nazi attention, and before 
the family itself dissolves. 
 
Good American, A by Alex George (2012) 381p. (10 books) 
Germany, 1904: When Frederick and Jette must flee her disapproving mother, where better to go than 
America, the land of the new? Originally set to board a boat to New York, at the last minute they take one 
destined for New Orleans, and later find themselves, more by chance than by design, in the small town of 
Beatrice, Missouri. Not speaking a word of English, they embark on their new life together. From bare-
knuckle prizefighting and Prohibition to sweet barbershop harmonies and the Kennedy assassination, the 
family is caught up in the sweep of history as they find their place in their adopted country. Poignant, 
funny and heartbreaking, A Good American is a universal story about our search for home. 
 
Good Girl, Bad Girl by Michael Robotham – AUS (2020) 405p. (10 books) 
The girl with no past.  Six years ago, Evie Cormac was discovered, filthy and half-starved, hiding in a secret 
room in the aftermath of a shocking crime.  Now approaching adulthood, Evie is damaged, self-destructive 
and has never revealed her true identity.  The boy who survived.  Forensic psychologist Cyrus Haven, a man 
haunted by his own past, is investigating the death of a champion figure-skater Jodie Sheehan.  When 
Cyrus is called upon to assess Evie, she threatens to disrupt the case and destroy his ordered life.  Because 
Evie has a unique and dangerous gift – she knows when someone is lying.  And nobody is telling the truth. 
 
Good Life, The by Hugh Mackay - AUS (2013) 264p. (10 books)  
If you feel like you have everything in life but aren't happy, this very well could be the book for you. Even if 
you don't, you need to read what is,arguably, one of the most important social commentaries in recent 
years.  
Respected social researcher, newspaper columnist, novelist and professor of social science, Hugh Mackay, 
joins a growing list of anti-happiness theorists advocating that all this striving for an ideal life may not be 
good for us. Mackay's book came about as a result of over 40 years of studying Australians and addresses 
some of the key things that are currently wrong with our society.  
According to Mackay, life in wealthy, industrialised societies, creates an illusion of a readily attainable 
utopian life and places pressure on individuals to live up to some idealised concept of what it is to be 
human. This includes the pressure we, and others, place on ourselves to always feel good. Of particular 
relevance to modern parents, Mackay's book warns of the consequences of pushing the "Utopian 
Complex" onto our over-parented, over-praised and over-indulged children. 
Mackay explores alternative models for living life. The roots of a good life rest in connecting with others 
and making ourselves useful to our society. The worth of our lives does not lie in wealth, status, 
achievement or how happy we are. Ultimately, we will find more genuine happiness in being involved with 
others and less in self-absorption and chasing the fleeting bird of happiness 
 
Great Alone, The by Kristin Hannah (2018) 435p (10 books) 
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Alaska, 1974. Untamed. Unpredictable. A story of a family in crisis struggling to survive at the edge of the 
world, it is also a story of young and enduring love.' I didn't just love this book, I became obsessed with it . . 
. Hannah has delivered a masterclass in all the different ways love can both save us and destroy us.' - 
Sunday Times top ten bestselling author Karen Swan Cora Allbright and her husband Ernt, a recently-
returned Vietnam veteran scarred by the war, uproot their thirteen year old daughter Leni to start a new 
life in Alaska. Utterly unprepared for the weather and the isolation, but welcomed by the close-knit 
community, they fight to build a home in this harsh, beautiful wilderness. At once an epic story of human 
survival and love, and an intimate portrait of a family tested beyond endurance, The Great Alone offers a 
glimpse into a vanishing way of life in America. With her trademark combination of elegant prose and 
deeply drawn characters, Kristin Hannah has delivered an enormously powerful story that celebrates the 
resilience of the human spirit and the remarkable and enduring strength of women. About the highest 
stakes a family can face and the bonds that can tear a community apart, this is a novel as spectacular and 
powerful as Alaska itself. It is the finest example of Kristin Hannah's ability to weave together the deeply 
personal with the universal 
 
H is for hawk by Helen Macdonald – UK (2014) 283p. (10 books)  
When Helen Macdonald's father died suddenly on a London street, she was devastated. An experienced 
falconer—Helen had been captivated by hawks since childhood—she'd never before been tempted to train 
one of the most vicious predators, the goshawk. But in her grief, she saw that the goshawk's fierce and 
feral temperament mirrored her own. Resolving to purchase and raise the deadly creature as a means to 
cope with her loss, she adopted Mabel, and turned to the guidance of The Once and Future King author 
T.H. White's chronicle The Goshawk to begin her challenging endeavour. Projecting herself "in the hawk's 
wild mind to tame her" tested the limits of Macdonald's humanity and changed her life. 
Heart-wrenching and humorous, this book is an unflinching account of bereavement and a unique look at 
the magnetism of an extraordinary beast, with a parallel examination of a legendary writer's eccentric 
falconry. Obsession, madness, memory, myth, and history combine to achieve a distinctive blend of nature 
writing and memoir from an outstanding literary innovator. 
 
Hades by Candice Fox – AUS (2014) 305p. (10 books) 
WINNER of the 2014 Ned Kelly Award for Best Debut Crime Novel, Hades is a dark, compelling and original 
thriller that will have you spellbound from its atmospheric opening pages to its shocking climax. 
Hades Archer surrounds himself with the things others leave behind. Their trash becomes the twisted 
sculptures that line his junkyard. The bodies they want disposed of become his problem – for a fee. 
Then one night a man arrives on his doorstep, clutching a small bundle that he wants ‘lost’. And Hades 
makes a decision that will change everything… 
Twenty years later, homicide detective Frank Bennett feels like the luckiest man on the force when he 
meets his new partner, the dark and beautiful Eden Archer. But there’s something strange about Eden and 
her brother, Eric. Something he can’t quite put his finger on. 
At first, as they race to catch a very different kind of serial killer, his partner’s sharp instincts come in 
handy. But soon Frank’s wondering if she’s as dangerous as the man they hunt. 
 
Handmaid’s Tale, The by Margaret Attwood – CAN (1985) 324p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
A gripping vision of our society radically overturned by a theocratic revolution, Margaret Atwood’s The 
Handmaid's Tale has become one of the most powerful and most widely read novels of our time. Offred is 
a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead, serving in the household of the enigmatic Commander and his bitter 
wife. She may go out once a day to markets whose signs are now pictures because women are not allowed 
to read. She must pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, for in a time of declining birthrates her 
value lies in her fertility, and failure means exile to the dangerously polluted Colonies. Offred can 
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remember a time when she lived with her husband and daughter and had a job, before she lost even her 
own name. Now she navigates the intimate secrets of those who control her every move, risking her life in 
breaking the rules. Like Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World and George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, The 
Handmaid's Tale has endured not only as a literary landmark but as a warning of a possible future that is 
still chillingly relevant. 
 
Happiest man on earth, the by Eddie Jaku – AUS (2020) – 195p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Eddie Jaku always considered himself a German first, a Jew second. He was proud of his country. But all of 

that changed in November 1938, when he was beaten, arrested and taken to a concentration camp.  Over 

the next seven years, Eddie faced unimaginable horrors every day, first in Buchenwald, then in Auschwitz, 

then on a Nazi death march. He lost family, friends, his country.  Because he survived, Eddie made the vow 

to smile every day. He pays tribute to those who were lost by telling his story, sharing his wisdom and 

living his best possible life. He now believes he is the 'happiest man on earth'.  Published as Eddie turns 

100, this is a powerful, heartbreaking and ultimately hopeful memoir of how happiness can be found even 

in the darkest of times. 

 
He: A Novel by John Connolly (2018) 464p. (10 books)  
An extraordinary reimagining of the life of one of the greatest screen comedians the world has ever 
known: a man who knew both adoration and humiliation; who loved, and was loved in turn; who betrayed, 
and was betrayed; who never sought to cause pain to others, yet left a trail of affairs and broken marriages 
in his wake . . .   And whose life was ultimately defined by one relationship of such tenderness and 
devotion that only death could sever it: his partnership with the man he knew as Babe. He is Stan Laurel. 
But he did not really exist. Stan Laurel was a fiction.  With he, John Connolly recreates the golden age of 
Hollywood for an intensely compassionate study of the tension between commercial demands and artistic 
integrity, the human frailties behind even the greatest of artists, and one of the most enduring and 
beloved partnerships in cinema history: Laurel &Hardy. 
 
Hearts and Minds by Amanda Craig – (2009) 422p. (10 books) 
Long listed for the 2010 Orange Prize, Hearts and Minds is a sympathetic portrayal of modern London's 
immigrant underclass. The book is told from the perspective of characters all living in different ways and 
different situations in modern day London.  Rich or poor, five people, seemingly very diverse, find their 
lives in the capital connected in undreamed-of ways.  Each is a loner, bringing a story of injustice, sorrow or 
exile to an inhospitable sanctuary, and as their stories progress the characters start to intersect with each 
other.   There is Job, the illegal mini-cab driver whose wife in Zimbabwe no longer answers his letters; Ian, 
the idealistic supply teacher in exile from South Africa; Katie from New York, jilted and miserable as a 
dogsbody at a political magazine, and fifteen-year-old Anna, trafficked into sexual slavery. Polly Noble, an 
overworked human rights lawyer, knows better than most how easy it is to fall through the cracks into the 
abyss. Yet when her au pair, Iryna, disappears, Polly's own needs and beliefs drag her family into a world of 
danger, deceit and terror.   Riveting, humane, engaging, Hearts and Minds is a novel that is both 
entertaining and prepared to ask the most serious questions about the way we live - what we would risk to 
escape violence, poverty and oppression. And what we would risk to extend a helping hand. 
 
Her Mother’s Secret by Natasha Lester (2018) 368p. (10 books) 
1918, England. Armistice Day should bring peace into Leonora's life. Rather than secretly making cosmetics 
in her father's chemist shop to sell to army nurses such as Joan, her adventurous Australian friend, Leo 
hopes to now display her wares openly. Instead, Spanish flu arrives in the village, claiming her father's life. 
Determined to start over, she boards a ship to New York City. On the way she meets debonair department 
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store heir Everett Forsyth . . . In Manhattan, Leo works hard to make her cosmetics dream come true, but 
she's a woman alone with a small salary and a society that deems make-up scandalous.  1939, New York 
City. Everett's daughter, Alice, a promising ballerina, receives a mysterious letter inviting her to star in a 
series of advertisements for a cosmetics line. If she accepts she will be immortalized like dancers such as 
Zelda Fitzgerald, Josephine Baker and Ginger Rogers. Why, then, are her parents so quick to forbid it? 
Her Mother's Secret is the story of a brave young woman chasing a dream in the face of society's 
disapproval. 
 
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly – USA (2016) 265p. (10 books, 1 audio + 3 DVDs) 
The phenomenal true story of the black female mathematicians at NASA whose calculations helped fuel 
some of America's greatest achievements in space. Now a major motion picture starring Taraji P. Henson, 
Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monae, Kirsten Dunst, and Kevin Costner. 
Before John Glenn orbited the Earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as "human computers" used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate 
the numbers that would launch rockets and astronauts into space. 
Among these problem solvers were a group of exceptionally talented African American women, some of 
the brightest minds of their generation. Originally relegated to teaching math in the South's segregated 
public schools, they were called into service during the labor shortages of World War II, when America's 
aeronautics industry was in dire need of anyone who had the right stuff. Suddenly these overlooked math 
whizzes had shots at jobs worthy of their skills, and they answered Uncle Sam's call, moving to Hampton, 
Virginia, and the fascinating, high-energy world of the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory. 
Even as Virginia's Jim Crow laws required them to be segregated from their white counterparts, the 
women of Langley's all-black West Computing group helped America achieve one of the things it desired 
most: a decisive victory over the Soviet Union in the Cold War and complete domination of the heavens. 
Starting in World War II and moving through to the Cold War, the civil rights movement, and the space 
race, Hidden Figures follows the interwoven accounts of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African American women who participated in some of NASA's greatest 
successes. It chronicles their careers over nearly three decades as they faced challenges, forged alliances, 
and used their intellects to change their own lives - and their country's future. 
 
Hidden Hours, The by Sara Foster – AUS (2017) 367p. (10 books) 
Arabella Lane, senior executive at a children’s publisher, is found dead in the Thames on a frosty winter’s 
morning after the office Christmas party. No one is sure whether she jumped or was pushed. The one 
person who may know the truth is the newest employee at Parker & Lane – the office temp, Eleanor. 
Eleanor has travelled to London to escape the repercussions of her traumatic childhood in outback 
Australia, but now tragedy seems to follow her wherever she goes. To her horror, she has no memory of 
the crucial hours leading up to Arabella’s death – memory that will either incriminate or absolve her. 
As Eleanor desperately tries to remember her missing hours and uncover the events of that fateful night, 
her own extended family is dragged further into the dark, terrifying terrain of blame, suspicion and guilt. 
Caught in a crossfire of accusations, Eleanor fears she can’t even trust herself, let alone the people around 
her. And soon, she’ll find herself in a race against time to find out just what happened that night – and 
discover just how deadly some secrets can be. 
 
Honeybee by Craig Silvey – AUS (2020) 424p. (10 books) 
Late in the night, fourteen-year-old Sam Watson steps onto a quiet overpass, climbs over the rail and looks 
down at the road far below.  At the other end of the same bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last 
cigarette.  The two see each other across the void. A fateful connection is made, and an unlikely friendship 
blooms. Slowly, we learn what led Sam and Vic to the bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering, each 
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privately commits to the impossible task of saving the other.  Honeybee is a heartbreaking, life-affirming 
novel that throws us headlong into a world of petty thefts, extortion plots, botched bank robberies, daring 
dog rescues and one spectacular drag show. 
 
Hope Fault, The by Tracy Farr – AUS/NZ (2017) 332p. (10 books) 
Iris’s family – her ex-husband with his new wife and baby; her son, and her best friend’s daughter – gather 
to pack up their holiday house. They are there for one last time, one last weekend, and one last party – but 
in the course of this weekend, their connections will be affirmed, and their frailties and secrets revealed – 
to the reader at least, if not to each other. 
The Hope Fault is a novel about extended family: about steps and exes and fairy godmothers; about 
parents and partners who are missing, and the people who replace them. 
 
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford – USA (2009) 320p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle's Japantown. It 
has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has discovered the belongings of Japanese 
families who were sent to internment camps during World War II. As the owner unfurls a Japanese parasol, 
Henry, a Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl from his childhood in the 1940s - 
Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship and innocent love that transcended the prejudices 
of their Old World ancestors. After Keiko and her family were evacuated to the internment camps, she and 
Henry could only hope that their promise to each other would be kept. 
Now, forty years later, Henry explores the hotel's basement for the Okabe family's belongings and for a 
long-lost object whose value he cannot even begin to measure. His search will take him on a journey to 
revisit the sacrifices he has made - for family, for love, for country 
 
House of Fiction, The By Susan Swingler – UK (2012) 317p. (10 books) 
Susan Swingler is the step-daughter of one of Australia’s most revered writers – Elizabeth Jolley. 
Abandoned by her father Leonard at the age of four, Susan had no contact with the Jolley family until they 
found and reclaimed her at the age of twenty-one. Why they were kept apart is the subject of this startling 
new memoir. The House of Fiction tells the story of Swingler’s quest to find her father. As she painstakingly 
traces and documents clues to a better understanding of Leonard, she inadvertently unravels an intricate 
fiction created by Elizabeth Jolley to protect those she loves. 
 
How to make Gravy by Paul Kelly – AUS (2010) 568p. (10 books)  
A memoir in a hundred songs – classy storytelling from Australia's most prodigious singer-songwriter.  Paul 
Kelly is a uniquely gifted storyteller. For thirty years he has written songs of uncommon directness about 
everything from love and land rights to cricket and cooking. 'Before Too Long', 'To Her Door', 'Leaps And 
Bounds', 'Don't Start Me Talking', 'Dumb Things', 'From Little Things Big Things Grow', 'How To Make Gravy' 
– his songs connect generations of listeners across the country.  In a memoir that has been greeted with 
acclaim by critics and adulation by fans, Kelly takes the lyrics of his songs as starting points to tell the 
stories of his life – the highs and lows of performing, the art of songwriting, being on the road with the 
band, tales of his childhood, family, friends and fellow musicians. All illuminate Kelly's wide sources of 
inspiration, offering an unequalled portrait of the creative mind.  Playful and honest, insightful and 
intimate, How To Make Gravy is an irresistible reflection on both the big and little things in life. 
 
How to Mend a Broken Heart by Rachael Johns – AUS (2011) 448p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Felicity Bell has struggled to move on after her marriage broke down. Her ex has found love again, her 
children have their own lives, and it's beginning to feel like her only comfort comes from her dog and her 
job as a taxidermist. So when Flick gets an offer to work in New Orleans for a few months, she's drawn to 
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the chance to make a fresh start.  Zoe is ready to start a family with her husband, but when he betrays her, 
she's left shattered and desperate for a change of scenery. Joining her mother on the other side of the 
world to drown her sorrows seems the perfect solution.  Although both mother and daughter are wary of 
risking their hearts to love again, Theo, a jazz bar owner, and Jack, a local ghost hunter, offer fun, 
friendship and distraction. But all is not as it seems in New Orleans...  A chance meeting with Aurelia, a 
reclusive artist who surprises them with lessons from her life, prompts Flick and Zoe to reassess what they 
want too. Can all three women learn from the past in order to embrace their future? 
 
Hunting, The by Stephen Leather – UK (2021) – 264p. (10 books) (NEW) 
British doctor Raj Patel puts his own life on the line to treat the injured in war-torn Syria. His medical skills 
help casualties survive against all the odds.  But Raj needs to rely on a completely different set of skills 
when he is taken hostage in a treacherous case of mistaken identity. 
 
Billionaire big-game hunter Jon van der Sandt is driven by revenge - his family have been killed by jihadist 
terrorists and he wants his vengeance up close and personal. He has hired ex Special Forces hard men to 
snatch the ISIS killers from the desert and transport them halfway across the world to the vast wilderness 
of his American estate.  But they grab Raj by mistake, and once the killing begins it's too late to plead 
mistaken identity. To survive, he'll have to become as ruthless a killer as the man who is hunting him. 
 
 
Improbability of Love, The by Hannah Rothschild – UK (2015) 416p. (10 books)    
Annie McDee, alone after the disintegration of her long-term relationship and trapped in a dead-end job, is 
searching for a present for her unsuitable lover in a neglected second-hand shop. Within the jumble of junk 
and tack, a grimy painting catches her eye. Leaving the store with the picture after spending her meagre 
savings, she prepares an elaborate dinner for two, only to be stood up, the gift gathering dust on her 
mantelpiece.  
 
But every painting has a story – and if it could speak, what would it tell us? 
For Annie has stumbled across 'The Improbability of Love', a lost masterpiece by Antoine Watteau, one of 
the most influential French painters of the eighteenth century. Soon Annie is drawn unwillingly into the art 
world, and finds herself pursued by a host of interested parties that would do anything to possess her 
picture. For an exiled Russian oligarch, an avaricious Sheika, a desperate auctioneer, an unscrupulous 
dealer and several others, the painting symbolises their greatest hopes and fears. In her search for the 
painting's true identity, Annie will uncover the darkest secrets of European history – and in doing so, she 
will learn more about herself, opening up to the possibility of falling in love again.   Irreverent, witty and 
sharply sweet, The Improbability of Love explores the confusion and turmoil of life and the complexities of 
love, loss and hurt – revealing the lows to which human nature can stoop and the heights to which the soul 
can soar. 
 
Inaugural Meeting of the Fairvale Ladies Book Club, The by Sophie Green (2017) 416p. (10 books) 
Books bring them together - but friendship will transform all of their lives. Five very different women come 
together in the Northern Territory of the 1970s by an exceptional new Australian author. In 1978 the 
Northern Territory has begun to self-govern. Cyclone Tracy is a recent memory and telephones not yet a 
fixture on the cattle stations dominating the rugged outback. Life is hard and people are isolated. But they 
find ways to connect.  Sybil is the matriarch of Fairvale Station, run by her husband, Joe. Their eldest son, 
Lachlan, was Joe's designated successor but he has left the Territory - for good. It is up to their second son, 
Ben, to take his brother's place. But that doesn't stop Sybil grieving the absence of her child. With her 
oldest friend, Rita, now living in Alice Springs and working for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, and Ben's 
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English wife, Kate, finding it difficult to adjust to life at Fairvale, Sybil comes up with a way to give them all 
companionship and purpose: they all love to read, and she forms a book club.  Mother-of-three Sallyanne 
is invited to join them. Sallyanne dreams of a life far removed from the dusty town of Katherine where she 
lives with her difficult husband, Mick. Completing the group is Della, who left Texas for Australia looking for 
adventure and work on the land. 
 
Into the Water by Paula Hawkins – UK (2017) 353p. (10 books) 
A single mother turns up dead at the bottom of the river that runs through town. Earlier in the summer, a 
vulnerable teenage girl met the same fate. They are not the first women lost to these dark waters, but 
their deaths disturb the river and its history, dredging up secrets long submerged. 
Left behind is a lonely fifteen-year-old girl. Parentless and friendless, she now finds herself in the care of 
her mother's sister, a fearful stranger who has been dragged back to the place she deliberately ran from—
a place to which she vowed she'd never return. 
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte – UK (1846) – 288p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast her whole young life. Her courage is tested once again when 
she arrives at Thornfield Hall, where she has been hired by the brooding, proud Edward Rochester to care 
for his ward Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled yet kind spirit. She falls in love. Hard. 
But there is a terrifying secret inside the gloomy, forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is Rochester hiding from Jane? 
Will Jane be left heartbroken and exiled once again? 
 

Josephine’s Garden by Stephanie Parkyn – NZ (2019) – 466p. (10 books) (NEW) 
France, 1794. In the aftermath of the bloody end to the French Revolution, Rose de Beauharnais stumbles 

from prison on the day she is to be guillotined. Within a decade, she'll transform into the scandalous 

socialite who marries Napoleon Bonaparte, become Empress Josephine of France and build a garden of 

wonders with plants and animals she gathers from across the globe.  But she must give Bonaparte an heir 

or she risks losing everything.  Two other women from very different spheres are tied to the fate of the 

Empress Josephine - Marthe Desfriches and Anne Serreaux. Their lives are put at risk as they each face 

confronting obstacles in their relationships and in their desire to become mothers. 

 
Just an Ordinary Family by Fiona Lowe – AUS (2020) 507p. (10 books) 
Alice Hunter is smarting from the raw deal life has thrown her way: suddenly single, jobless and forced to 
move home to her parents' tiny seaside town. And now she faces an uncomfortable truth. She wants her 
twin sister Libby's enviable life.  Libby's closest friend Jess Dekic has been around the Hunter family for so 
long she might as well be blood. She's always considered herself a sister closer to Libby than Alice ever 
could be.  Libby Hunter has all of life's boxes ticked: prominent small-town doctor, gorgeous husband and 
two young daughters. But when she is betrayed by those she loves most, it reveals how tenuous her world 
is.  For Karen Hunter, her children are a double-edged sword of pain and pride. She's always tried to guide 
her girls through life's pitfalls, but how do you protect your children when they're adults?  As the family 
implodes, the fallout for these four women will be inescapable... 
 
King of the Road by Nigel Bartlett – AUS (2015) 316p. (10 books) 
READERS ADVISORY: CONTAINS THEMES THAT MAY BE DISTURBING  
King of The Road is Sydney based author Nigel Bartlett's debut novel. Gritty, complicated and fast-paced it 
takes the reader into the uncomfortable world of abduction of young boys and paedophile rings. David's 
11-year-old nephew Andrew had been a regular visitor to David's home right up until the day he 
disappeared, walking out the front door to visit a neighbour. When Andrew goes missing it doesn't take 
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long for the police to decide that David - a single gay man in his thirties - is their suspect. Soon Andrew's 
parents will share that opinion. But David knows that he didn't take Andrew and he has no choice but to 
strike out on his own - an unlikely vigilante running away from the police and his own family, and running 
towards what he hopes desperately is the truth about Andrew's disappearance.  It is a mission that will 
turn him into someone he never thought he would be: the king of the road, the loner on the highway, the 
crusader for a sort of justice he has never before had to seek.  
There are twists and turns in the search for Andrew, there are some really awful people to be uncovered 
and some surprises in store. Whilst there's much about King of The Road that's flat out a wild, tense, fast 
paced ride, there's also plenty of touching moments, and some glimpses of good, and some strong 
characters . 
 
Kiss from Mr Fitzgerald, A by Natasha Lester – AUS (2016) 384p. (10 books)  
It’s 1922 in the Manhattan of gin, jazz and prosperity. Women wear makeup and hitched hemlines – and 
enjoy a new freedom to vote and work. Not so Evelyn Lockhart, forbidden from pursuing her passion: to 
become one of the first female doctors. 
Chasing her dream will mean turning her back on the only life she knows: her competitive sister, Viola; her 
conservative parents; and the childhood best friend she is expected to marry, Charlie. 
And if Evie does fight Columbia University’s medical school for acceptance, how will she support herself? 
So when there’s a casting call for the infamous late-night Ziegfeld Follies on Broadway, will Evie find the 
nerve to audition? And if she does, what will it mean for her fledgling relationship with Upper East Side 
banker Thomas Whitman, a man Evie thinks she could fall in love with, if only she lived a life less 
scandalous? 
 
LaRose by Louise Erdrich – USA (2016) 384p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the property bordering 
his own. He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit 
something else, a blur he saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed 
his neighbour’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. 
The youngest child of his friend and neighbour, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends with Landreaux’s five-
year-old son, LaRose. The two families have always been close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; 
their children played together despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half-
sister to Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe 
tribe tradition—the sweat lodge—for guidance, and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of 
retribution, he and Emmaline will give LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son 
now,” they tell them. 
LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola dotes on him, keeping 
her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,” Maggie, welcomes him as a co-conspirator who can 
ease her volatile mother’s terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his birth family, 
whose sorrow mirrors the Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin linking the Irons 
and the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. 
But when a vengeful man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux begins raising trouble, hurling 
accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that has kept these two 
fragile families whole. 
 
Last Painting of Sara De Vos, The by Dominic Smith – AUS/USA (2016) 384p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
 In 1631, Sara de Vos is admitted to the Guild of St. Luke in Holland as a master painter, the first woman to 
be so honoured. Three hundred years later, only one work attributed to de Vos is known to remain-a 
haunting winter scene, At the Edge of a Wood, which hangs over the Manhattan bed of a wealthy 
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descendant of the original owner. An Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, struggling to stay afloat in New 
York, agrees to paint a forgery of the landscape, a decision that will haunt her. Because now, half a century 
later, she's curating an exhibition of female Dutch painters, and both versions threaten to arrive. 
As the three threads intersect with increasing and exquisite suspense, The Last Painting of Sara de Vos 
mesmerises while it grapples with the demands of the artistic life, showing how the deceits of the past can 
forge the present. 
 
Lawless: A Lawyer’s Unrelenting Fight for Justice in One of the World’s Most Dangerous Places by 
Kimberley Motley – USA (2019) p292. (10 books) 
In the summer of 2008 Kimberley Motley quit her job as a criminal defence attorney in Milwaukee to join a 
program to help train lawyers in war-torn Afghanistan. She was 32 years old at the time, a former Mrs. 
Wisconsin (she'd entered the contest on a dare) and a mother of three who had never travelled outside 
the United States.  What she brought to Afghanistan was a toughness and resilience which came from 
growing up in the projects in one of the most dangerous cities in America, a fundamental belief in 
everyone's right to justice - whether you live in Milwaukee, New York or Kabul - and a kick-ass approach to 
practising law that has made her a legend in the archaic, misogynistic and deeply conservative 
environment of Afghanistan.  Through sheer force of personality, ingenuity and perseverance, Kimberley 
became the first foreign lawyer to practise in the courts of Afghanistan. Her legal work swiftly morphed 
into a personal mission - to bring "justness" to the defenceless and voiceless.  In the space of two years, 
Kimberley established herself as an expert on Afghanistan's fledgling criminal justice system, steeped in the 
country's complex laws but equally adept at wielding religious law in the defence of her clients. 
 
Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult – USA (2015) 496p. (10 books + 1 audio)    
For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf has never stopped thinking about her mother, Alice, who 
mysteriously disappeared in the wake of a tragic accident. Refusing to believe she was abandoned, Jenna 
searches for her mother regularly online and pores over the pages of Alice’s old journals. A scientist who 
studied grief among elephants, Alice wrote mostly of her research among the animals she loved, yet Jenna 
hopes the entries will provide a clue to her mother’s whereabouts. 
Desperate to find the truth, Jenna enlists two unlikely allies in her quest: Serenity Jones, a psychic who 
rose to fame finding missing persons, only to later doubt her gifts, and Virgil Stanhope, the jaded private 
detective who’d originally investigated Alice’s case along with the strange, possibly linked death of one of 
her colleagues. As the three work together to uncover what happened to Alice, they realize that in asking 
hard questions, they’ll have to face even harder answers. 
As Jenna’s memories dovetail with the events in her mother’s journals, the story races to a mesmerizing 
finish. A deeply moving, gripping, and intelligent page-turner, Leaving Time is Jodi Picoult at the height of 
her powers. 
 
Letters from the Past by Erica James – UK (2020) 508p. (10 books)   (NEW) 
With its winding high street lined with a greengrocers, post office, pub and church, Melstead St Mary is the 
perfect English village. Neighbours look out for neighbours, and few things trouble the serene surface of 
the community.  But when residents start to receive anonymous letters containing secret information 
about their pasts - secrets that no one else is meant to know - life in Melstead St Mary is about to change, 
possibly forever... A sweeping story of family, love and betrayal set in a quintessential Suffolk village, from 
bestselling author Erica James. 
 
Life and Loves of Lena Gaunt, The – AUS (2013) 349p. (10 books) 
This is the story of Dame Lena Gaunt: musician, octogenarian, junkie. 
Lena is Music’s Most Modern Musician; the first theremin player of the twentieth century. 
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From the obscurity of a Perth boarding school to a glittering career on the world stage, Lena Gaunt’s life 
will be made and torn apart by those she gives her heart to. 
Through it all her relationship with music and with her extraordinary instrument – the theremin – endures, 
in this novel about how our lives are shaped by love, loss and the stories we tell. 
 
Life as I Know it by Michelle Payne with John Harms – AUS (2016) 248p. (10 books) 
Michelle Payne rode into history as the first female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. She and her 100-to-1 
local horse Prince of Penzance took the international racing world by surprise but hers was no overnight 
success story. Michelle was first put on a horse aged four. At five years old her dream was to ride in the 
Melbourne Cup and win it. By seven she was doing track work.  
All of the ten Payne children learned to ride racehorses but Michelle has stayed the distance. She has 
ridden the miles, done the dawn training, fallen badly and each time got back on the horse. So when she 
declared that anyone who said women couldn't compete in the industry could 'get stuffed', the nation 
stood up and cheered. 
Michelle has the audacity to believe she can succeed against all the odds. Her story is about hope 
triumphing over adversity, and how resilience and character made a winner. 
 
Life on our planet, A by Sir David Attenborough – UK (2020) 272p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Michelle Payne rode into history as the first female jockey to win the Melbourne Cup. She and her 100-to-1 
local horse Prince of Penzance took the international racing world by surprise but hers was no overnight 
success story. Michelle was first put on a horse aged four. At five years old her dream was to ride in the 
Melbourne Cup and win it. By seven she was doing track work.  
All of the ten Payne children learned to ride racehorses but Michelle has stayed the distance. She has 
ridden the miles, done the dawn training, fallen badly and each time got back on the horse. So when she 
declared that anyone who said women couldn't compete in the industry could 'get stuffed', the nation 
stood up and cheered. 
Michelle has the audacity to believe she can succeed against all the odds. Her story is about hope 
triumphing over adversity, and how resilience and character made a winner. 
 
Light Between Oceans, The by M L Stedman - AUS (2012) 352p. (10 books + 1 audio + 1 Large Print) 
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as 
the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, 
where the supply boat comes once a season and shore leaves are granted every other year at best, Tom 
brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the 
grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a 
living baby. 
Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are meticulous and whose moral principles have withstood a 
horrific war, wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her 
breast. Against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and 
Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other people in the world. Their choice has 
devastated one of them. 
 
Lion: A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley – INDIA/AUS (2017) 257p. (10 books + 2 DVDs) 
At only five years old, Saroo Brierley got lost on a train in India. Unable to read or write or recall the name 
of his hometown or even his own last name, he survived alone for weeks on the rough streets of Calcutta 
before ultimately being transferred to an agency and adopted by a couple in Australia. 
Despite his gratitude, Brierley always wondered about his origins. Eventually, with the advent of Google 
Earth, he had the opportunity to look for the needle in a haystack he once called home, and pore over 
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satellite images for landmarks he might recognize or mathematical equations that might further narrow 
down the labyrinthine map of India. One day, after years of searching, he miraculously found what he was 
looking for and set off to find his family. 
Lion is a moving, poignant, and inspirational true story of survival and triumph against incredible odds. It 
celebrates the importance of never letting go of what drives the human spirit: hope. 
Now a major motion picture starring Dev Patel, Nicole Kidman and Rooney Mara, this #1 international 
best-seller tells the miraculous and triumphant story of a young man who rediscovers not only his 
childhood life and home...but an identity long-since left behind. 
 
List of Things That Will Not Change, The by Rebecca Stead – (USA) 224p. (10 books) 
Mom and Dad told me about the divorce at a ‘family meeting’. I sat on the couch, between them. They 
didn’t look happy, and I suddenly got worried that something was wrong with our cat, Red. That they were 
going to tell me he was dying. But that wasn’t it.  When Bea’s parents got divorced, there were big changes 
for Bea, and also lots of things that stayed the same. But it’s not always easy living in two separate 
apartments. 
 
When her dad announces that he and his boyfriend, Jesse, are getting married, Bea is excited that Jesse’s 
daughter will become the sister she’s always wanted. But as the wedding approaches, Bea’s joy is clouded 
by a terrible secret she has kept hidden since last summer.  Rebecca Stead’s delightful middle-grade novel 
about family and friendship will be loved by young readers. 
 
Lockdown by Peter May – UK (2020) 398p. (10 books) 
A CITY IN QUARANTINE:  London, the epicenter of a global pandemic, is a city in lockdown. Violence and 
civil disorder simmer. Martial law has been imposed. No-one is safe from the deadly virus that has already 
claimed thousands of victims. Health and emergency services are overwhelmed.  A MURDERED CHILD:  At a 
building site for a temporary hospital, construction workers find a bag containing the rendered bones of a 
murdered child. A remorseless killer has been unleashed on the city; his mission is to take all measures 
necessary to prevent the bones from being identified.  A POWERFUL CONSPIRACY:  D.I. Jack MacNeil, 
counting down the hours on his final day with the Met, is sent to investigate. His career is in ruins, his 
marriage over and his own family touched by the virus. Sinister forces are tracking his every move, 
prepared to kill again to conceal the truth. Which will stop him first - the virus or the killers? 
 
Locust Summer by David Allan-Petale – AUS (2021) – 237p. (10 books) (NEW) 
On the cusp of summer, 1986, Rowan Brockman’s mother asks if he can come home to Septimus in the 

Western Australian Wheatbelt to help with the harvest. Rowan’s brother Albert, the natural heir to the 

farm, has died, and Rowan’s dad’s health is failing. Although he longs to, there is no way that Rowan can 

refuse his mother’s request as she prepares the farm for sale.  This is the story of the final harvest – the 

story of a young man in a place he doesn’t want to be, being given one last chance to make peace before  

the past, and those he has loved, disappear. 

 
Long Goodbye, The by Raymond Chandler – USA (1953) 448p. (10 books) 
The Long Goodbye is the sixth of seven mystery novels by Raymond Chandler featuring Los Angeles P.I. 
Philip Marlowe.  
Philip Marlowe befriends a drunken man by the name of Terry Lennox, and is subsequently drawn into a 
net of decadence, corruption and murder. When Lennox shows up late one night, looking guilty and asking 
for a ride to Tijuana airport, Marlowe agrees - though he suspects he's going to regret it. He's right. 
Returning to L.A., it is revealed that Lennox's wife has been found dead and Marlowe is arrested on 
suspicion of murder, assaulted by the police, and jailed for several days. When word comes from Mexico 
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that Lennox has committed suicide and left a confession, Marlowe is released, disbelieving the confession 
based on his knowledge of Lennox. As he remarks, “A dead man is the best fall guy in the world. He never 
talks back.” The next day, Marlowe gets a visit--and a warning--from a powerful local hood named 
Menendez, who tells him to forget the Lennox case.  
Soon afterward, Marlowe is consulted by a New York publisher who wants him to babysit a bestselling 
historical novelist named Roger Wade. Wade, an alcoholic, has been unable to finish his latest novel, and 
the publisher wants Marlowe to keep him off the booze and at the typewriter. Marlowe refuses the job as 
an impossibility, but when Wade suddenly disappears, he's hired by the writer's beautiful wife Eileen. 
When Marlowe finds him and brings him home, he becomes almost inextricably involved with the Wades' 
tormented lives. The seemingly disparate plotlines eventually converge, other deaths occur, and Marlowe 
solves two murders--with some undesirable surprises.  
All of this sounds like standard mystery-novel fare. What sets it apart from the run-of-the-mill are 
Marlowe's and other's comments about society, crime and criminals, wealth, and power; the interplay 
among the well-defined characters; strongly visualized scenes; and the motifs: pride; honour; the abuse of 
official or private power; and the traps we set for ourselves. 
 
Lost & Found by Brooke Davis – AUS (2014) 268p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio)  
Lost & Found was the product of Brooke Davis' doctoral program at Western Australia's Curtin University 
and caused a sensation at the 2014 London Book Fair.  It has been sold to more than 20 countries and has 
enabled Davis to become a full-time writer. 
The story is about three people thrown together by circumstances who must go on a journey to find the 
insight that they need to understand their lives. There's seven year old Millie Bird, whose mother 
abandoned her in a department store, elderly Agatha Pantha who hasn't left her house since her husband 
died seven years ago, and the even more elderly Karl the Touch Typist, a romantic escapee from an aged-
care nursing home. 
The characters must cope with the changes loss has brought to their lives – and try to understand the part 
death plays in life. 
 
Lost Child, The by Suzanne McCourt (2014) 287p. (10 books) 
Sylvie lives in Burley Point, a fishing village south of the Coorong on Australia's wild southern coast. She 
tries to make sense of her mother's brooding, and her father's violent moods. She worships her big 
brother, Dunc, but when he goes missing, she's terrified it's her fault. The bush and the birds and the 
endless beach are her only salvation, apart from her teacher, Miss Taylor. Sylvie is a charming narrator 
with a big heart and a sharp eye for the comic moment. In the tradition of Anne Tyler, The Lost Child is a 
beautifully written story about family and identity and growing up. It's about what happens when the 
world can never be the same again. 
 
Lost flowers of Alice Hart, the by Holly Ringland – AUS (2018) – 373p. (10 books) (NEW) 
After her family suffers a tragedy when she is nine years old, Alice Hart is forced to leave her idyllic seaside 
home. She is taken in by her estranged grandmother, June, a flower farmer who raises Alice on the 
language of Australian native flowers, a way to say the things that are too hard to speak. But Alice also 
learns that there are secrets within secrets about her past. Under the watchful eye of June and The 
Flowers, women who run the farm, Alice grows up. But an unexpected betrayal sends her reeling, and she 
flees to the dramatically beautiful central Australian desert. Alice thinks she has found solace, until she falls 
in love with Dylan, a charismatic and ultimately dangerous man.  The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart is a story 
about stories: those we inherit, those we select to define us, and those we decide to hide. It is a novel 
about the secrets we keep and how they haunt us, and the stories we tell ourselves in order to survive. 
Spanning twenty years, set between the lush sugar cane fields by the sea, a native Australian flower farm, 
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and a celestial crater in the central desert, Alice must go on a journey to discover that the most powerful 
story she will ever possess is her own. 
 
Lost Man, The by Jane Harper (2018) 407p (10 books) 
Two brothers meet at the border of their vast cattle properties under the unrelenting sun of outback 
Queensland, in this stunning new standalone novel from New York Times bestseller Jane Harper 
 
They are at the stockman’s grave, a landmark so old, no one can remember who is buried there. But today, 
the scant shadow it casts was the last hope for their middle brother, Cameron. The Bright family’s quiet 
existence is thrown into grief and anguish. Something had been troubling Cameron. Did he lose hope and 
walk to his death? Because if he didn’t, the isolation of the outback leaves few suspects. 
Dark, suspenseful, and deeply atmospheric, The Lost Man is the highly anticipated next book from the 
bestselling and award-winning Jane Harper, author of The Dry and Force of Nature. 
 
Lost Without You by Rachael Johns AUS (2018) 478p (10 books) 
Four women, one dress, and the secret that binds them all... 
On a special night that is supposed to be a celebration of new beginnings, Paige MacRitchie's joy quickly 
falls away when her mother collapses during the speeches at her book launch. In the aftermath, and 
terrified of losing her, Paige decides she wants to make the ultimate tribute to her parents' perfect 
marriage: she will wear her mother's wedding dress for her own big day. There's just one problem – her 
mum, Rebecca, no longer has the dress. As Paige tries to track down the elusive gown, she discovers that 
Rebecca has a long–hidden secret that, if revealed, could blow her whole family apart. Her new friend Josie 
is at a crossroads too. She met her husband Nick when she was singing in an eighties–themed bar, but now 
she's lonely, yearning for a family and wondering if Nick understands her at all. And then there's nurse 
Clara. When she married Rob Jones, an up–and–coming rock star, she thought she was in it forever. But 
now Clara needs to make a new life for herself and Rob can't seem to understand that it's over. When the 
fates of these four women intertwine in an unexpected and powerful way, none of their lives will ever be 
the same again. 
 
Love at First Flight by Tess Woods – AUS (2015) 310p. (10 books) 
Looking back on it now, I can see it was instant. The second we locked eyes. Boom. Just like that. The me I 
had spent a lifetime perfecting began its disintegration from that moment. And despite the carnage it 
brought to all our lives, I still don't regret it.  
What would you risk to be with the love of your life? And what if your soul mate is the one who will 
destroy you?  
Mel is living the dream. She's a successful GP, married to a charming anaesthetist and raising a beautiful 
family in their plush home in Perth. But when she boards a flight to Melbourne, she meets Matt and her 
picture perfect Stepford life unravels as she falls in love for the first time ever. 
What begins as a flirty conversation between strangers quickly develops into a hot and obsessive affair 
with disastrous consequences neither Mel nor Matt could have ever seen coming. Mel's dream life turns 
into her worst nightmare. 
Love at First Flight will take everything you believe about what true love is and spin it on its head. 
 
Luigi's Freedom Ride by Alan Murray – (2014) 342p. (10 books + 1 Large Print)  
A wholly charming, sweetly funny story of one young good-hearted Italian man. It's about life, bicycles, the 
joy of the journey and the simple beauty of a life well-lived. 'It is the small lives, tucked away, that reveal 
humanity in all its bigness.' A charming treat of a novel - as sunny, light and enjoyable as a strawberry 
gelato eaten in an Italian piazza on a summer's day. Luigi is a young Italian boy growing up in Tuscany in 
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the 1920s, dreaming of cowboys and adventure, when a young Englishman, passing through on his way to 
Rome, gives him his first bicycle, thus sparking a lifelong passion. When World War II begins, Luigi enlists 
with the Bersaglieri, the Italian Army Cycling Corps (naturally), before unexpectedly finding himself fighting 
alongside the Partisans. Despite encountering great sorrow and tragedy, Luigi's zest for life remains 
undiminished, and his next adventure sees him cycling through the Holy Land, Turkey and Sri Lanka before 
finding an unexpected home - and an extraordinary surprise - in Australia. An irrepressibly optimistic, 
sweetly funny story, Luigi's Freedom Ride is about life, bicycles and the joy of the journey - showing how 
even a small life, lived in the shadow of great events, can be rich in contentment and spirit. 
 
Maggie Smith: A Biography by Michael Coveney – UK (2016) 329p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio) 
No one does glamour, severity, girlish charm or tight-lipped witticism better than Dame Maggie Smith. 
Michael Coveney's biography shines a light on the life and career of a truly remarkable performer, one 
whose stage and screen career spans six decades. From her days as a West End star of comedy and revue, 
Dame Maggie's path would cross with those of the greatest actors, playwrights and directors of the era. 
Whether stealing scenes from Richard Burton, answering back to Laurence Olivier, or playing opposite Judi 
Dench in Breath of Life, her career can be seen as a 'Who's Who' of British theatre. Her film and television 
career has been just as starry. From the title character in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie and the meddling 
chaperone in A Room With a View to the Harry Potter films in which she played Minerva McGonagall (as 
she put it 'Miss Jean Brodie in a wizard's hat') and the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel films in which she played 
the wise Muriel Donnelly, Smith has thrilled, engaged and made audiences laugh. As Violet Crawley, the 
formidable Dowager Countess of Downton Abbey she conquered millions more. Paradoxically she remains 
an enigmatic figure, rarely appearing in public. Michael Coveney's absorbing biography, written with the 
actress's blessing and drawing on personal archives, as well as interviews with immediate family and close 
friends, is a portrait of one of the greatest actors of our time. 
 
Me Before You by Jojo Moyes – UK (2012) 512p. (10 books + 1 large print + 1 audio) 
Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are between the bus stop and home. 
She knows she likes working in The Buttered Bun tea shop and she knows she might not love her boyfriend 
Patrick. 
What Lou doesn't know is she's about to lose her job or that knowing what's coming is what keeps her 
sane. Will Traynor knows his motorcycle accident took away his desire to live. He knows everything feels 
very small and rather joyless now and he knows exactly how he's going to put a stop to that. 
What Will doesn't know is that Lou is about to burst into his world in a riot of colour. And neither of them 
knows they're going to change the other for all time. 
 
Memory Artist, The by Katherine Brabon – AUS (2016) 304p. (10 books) 
How can hope exist when the past is so easily forgotten? 
Pasha Ivanov is a child of the Freeze, born in Moscow during Brezhnev's repressive rule over the Soviet 
Union. As a small child, Pasha sat at the kitchen table night after night as his parents and their friends 
gathered to preserve the memory of terrifying Stalinist violence, and to expose the continued harassment 
of dissidents. 
When Gorbachev promises glasnost, openness, Pasha, an eager twenty-four year old, longs to create art 
and to carry on the work of those who came before him. He writes; falls in love. Yet that hope, too, 
fragments and by 1999 Pasha lives a solitary life in St Petersburg. Until a phone call in the middle of the 
night acts as a summons both to Moscow and to memory. 
Through recollections and observation, Pasha walks through the landscapes of history, from concrete 
tower suburbs, to a summerhouse during Russia's white night summers, to haunting former prison camps 
in the Arctic north. Pasha's search to find meaning leads him to assemble a fractured story of Russia's 
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traumatic past. 
 
Memory of Running, The by Ron McLarty - USA (2004) 405p. (9 books) 
Self-confessed fat, alcoholic slob Smithy Ides learns of the deaths of his three closest family members in 
quick succession. Without a conscious plan he sets off on his old bike and ends up crossing the country in 
this idiosyncratic road-book, an everyman’s “hero’s journey”. Along the way Smithy recollections of 
growing up with his troubled sister are interspersed with encounters with a variety of characters and 
situations. Smithy’s journey is life-changing as he shapes up and discovers he no longer needs to run from 
his memories. 
Described as " a wonderful story told with great poignancy and humor… bighearted and warm”. 
 
Midnight Library, the by Matt Haig – AUS (2020) – 288p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite number of 
books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book 
for the other life you could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we 
all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for 
yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? 
In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig’s enchanting blockbuster novel, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this 
decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing 
old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels 
through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the 
first place. 
 
Miniaturist, The by Jessie Burton – UK (2014) 432p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
The Miniaturist is set in Amsterdam in 1686.  It focuses on two women's very different journeys to find a 
slice of freedom in a repressive, judgmental society.  There's a trial, a hidden love, a miniaturist who 
predicts the fate of her customers, a parakeet called Peebo and a plan to escape to the sea. 
On an autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella OOrtman knocks at the door of a grand house in the 
wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam.  She has come from the country to begin a new life as the wife of 
illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt, but instead she is met by his sharp-tongued sister, Marin.  
Only later does Johannes appear and present her with an extraordinary wedding gift:  a cabinet-sized 
replica of their home.  It is to be furnished by an elusive miniaturist, whose tiny creations mirror their real-
life counterparts in unexpected ways... 
Nella is at first mystified by the closed world of the Brandt household, but as she uncovers its secrets she 
realizes the escalating dangers that await them all.  Does the miniaturist hold their fate in her hands?  And 
will she be the key to their salvation or the architect or their downfall? 
The Miniaturist was first published in July 2014 and will be published in a total of 30 languages across the 
world. 
 
Missing Pieces of Us, The by Fleur McDonald – AUS (2017) 313p. (10 books) 
Lauren Ramsey was adopted at birth. Now a teacher, her mantra is to never let a child fall through the 
cracks. But she's so concerned about the welfare of a little boy in her kindy class she doesn't notice that 
her teenage daughter needs help. 
At fourteen, Skye Ramsey is on the cusp of womanhood, but she's also teetering on the edge of an abyss. 
Battling with the usual pressures faced by a teenage girl, including the pitfalls of social media, she's flirting 
with outright rebellion. 
As a child, Tamara Thompson felt unloved and overlooked. She's now the manager of a successful business 
and has a partner who adores her, but her fear of rejection is threatening to overwhelm her. 
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All three women are searching for a happier future, but the answers may lie in shedding light on secrets 
from the past. From the bestselling author of Red Dust and Crimson Dawn, comes a moving and intriguing 
novel about love, friendship and how the truth can set us free. 
 
Month of Sundays, A by Liz Byrski (2018) (10 books) 
For over ten years, Ros, Adele, Judy and Simone have been in an online book club, but they have never met 
face to face. Until now...  Determined to enjoy her imminent retirement, Adele invites her fellow 
bibliophiles to help her house-sit in the Blue Mountains. It's a tantalising opportunity to spend a month 
walking in the fresh air, napping by the fire and, of course, reading and talking about books. But these 
aren't just any books: each member has been asked to choose a book which will teach the others more 
about her. And with each woman facing a crossroads in her life, it turns out there's a lot for them to learn, 
not just about their fellow book-clubbers, but also about themselves. Liz Byrski has written a beautiful 
novel about the joy and comfort reading a good book can bring to us all. 
 
Museum of Modern Love, The Heather Rose (2018) (10 books) 
She watched as the final hours of ‘The Artist is Present’ passed by, sitter after sitter in a gaze with the 
woman across the table. Jane felt she had witnessed a thing of inexplicable beauty among humans who 
had been drawn to this art and had found the reflection of a great mystery. What are we? How should we 
live?  If this was a dream, then he wanted to know when it would end. Maybe it would end if he went to 
see Lydia. But it was the one thing he was not allowed to do.  Arky Levin is a film composer in New York 
separated from his wife, who has asked him to keep one devastating promise. One day he finds his way to 
The Atrium at MOMA and sees Marina Abramovic in ‘The Artist is Present’. The performance continues for 
seventy-five days and, as it unfolds, so does Arky. As he watches and meets other people drawn to the 
exhibit, he slowly starts to understand what might be missing in his life and what he must do. 
 
My Salinger Year by Joanna Rakoff – USA (2014) 249p. (10 books)  
Joanna Rakoff's memoir, My Salinger Year, tells of Rakoff's time as an assistant to J.D. Salinger’s agent, 
where she was responsible for deflecting fan mail and phone calls for the reclusive writer.   
At twenty-three, after leaving graduate school to pursue her dreams of becoming a poet, Joanna Rakoff 
moves to New York City and takes a job as assistant to the storied literary agent for J. D. Salinger, author of 
Catcher in the Rye. She spends her days in the plush, wood-panelled agency, where Dictaphones and 
typewriters still reign and old-time agents doze at their desks after martini lunches, and at night she goes 
home to the tiny, threadbare Brooklyn apartment she shares with her socialist boyfriend. Precariously 
balanced between glamour and poverty, surrounded by titanic personalities and struggling to trust her 
own artistic sense, Joanna is given the task of answering Salinger's voluminous fan mail. But as she reads 
the candid, heart-wrenching letters from his readers around the world, she finds herself unable to type out 
the agency's decades-old form response. Instead, drawn inexorably into the emotional world of Salinger's 
devotees, she abandons the template and begins writing back 
Poignant, keenly observed and irresistibly funny, My Salinger Year is a memoir about literary New York in 
the late 1990s, a pre-digital world on the cusp of vanishing, where a young woman finds herself swept into 
one of the last great stories and entangled with one of the last great figures of the century. 
 
Narrow Road to the Deep North, The by Richard Flanagan (AUS) 467p. (10 books + 1 MP3 audio) 
The Narrow Road to the Deep North is a love story unfolding over half a century between a doctor and his 
uncle’s wife. 
Taking its title from one of the most famous books in Japanese literature, written by the great haiku poet 
Basho, Flanagan’s novel has as its heart one of the most infamous episodes of Japanese history, the 
construction of the Thailand-Burma Death Railway in World War II. 
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In the despair of a Japanese POW camp on the Death Railway, surgeon Dorrigo Evans is haunted by his love 
affair with his uncle’s young wife two years earlier. Struggling to save the men under his command from 
starvation, from cholera, from beatings, he receives a letter that will change his life forever. 
 
Night Circus, The by Erin Morgenstern – USA (2011) 387p. (10 books + 1 audio)  
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was 
not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking 
amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night.  
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two young magicians, Celia and 
Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. 
Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one can be left standing, and the circus is but the stage 
for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite themselves, however, Celia and Marco tumble 
headfirst into love—a deep, magical love that makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever 
they so much as brush hands.  True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone 
involved hang in the balance, suspended as precariously as the daring acrobats overhead.  
 
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty – AUS (2018) 493p. (10 books) 
The retreat at health and wellness resort Tranquillum House promises total transformation. Nine stressed 
city dwellers are keen to drop their literal and mental baggage, and absorb the meditative ambience while 
enjoying their hot stone massages.  Watching over them is the resort's director, a woman on a mission to 
reinvigorate their tired bodies and minds.  These nine perfect strangers have no idea what is about to hit 
them.  With her wit, compassion and uncanny understanding of human behaviour, Liane Moriarty explores 
the depth of connection that can be formed when people are thrown together in... unconventional 
circumstances. 
 
No Friend But The Mountains: Writing from Manus Prison by Behrouz Boochani – IRAN/AUS (2018) p416. 
(10 books) 
Where have I come from? From the land of rivers, the land of waterfalls, the land of ancient chants, the 
land of mountains...  In 2013, Kurdish journalist Behrouz Boochani was illegally detained on Manus Island. 
He has been there ever since.  People would run to the mountains to escape the warplanes and found 
asylum within their chestnut forests...  This book is the result. Laboriously tapped out on a mobile phone 
and translated from the Farsi. It is a voice of witness, an act of survival. A lyric first-hand account. A cry of 
resistance. A vivid portrait through five years of incarceration and exile. 
 
No Front Line: Australia’s Special Forces at War in Afghanistan by Chris Masters –AUS (2017) p594. (10 
books) 
The soldiers of the SAS, the Commandos and Special Operations Engineer Regiment are Australia's most 
highly trained soldiers. Their work is often secret, their bravery undeniable and for thirteen years they 
were at the forefront of Australia's longest war. Shunning acclaim, they are the Australian Defence Forces' 
brightest and best skilled.  In an extraordinary investigation undertaken over ten years, Chris Masters 
opens up the heart of Australia's Special Forces and their war in Afghanistan. He gives voice to the soldiers, 
he takes us to the centre of some of the fiercest combat Australia has ever experienced and provides the 
most intimate examination of what it is like to be a member of this country's elite fighting forces. But he 
also asks difficult questions that reveal controversial clouds hanging over our Special Operations mission in 
Afghanistan. 
 
Nora Webster by Colm Tóibín – IRE (2014) 311p. (10 books)   
Set in Wexford, Ireland, Colm Tóibín’s superb seventh novel introduces the formidable, memorable and 
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deeply moving Nora Webster. Widowed at forty, with four children and not enough money, Nora has lost 
the love of her life, Maurice, the man who rescued her from the stifling world to which she was born. And 
now she fears she may be drawn back into it. Wounded, strong-willed, clinging to secrecy in a tiny 
community where everyone knows your business, Nora is drowning in her own sorrow and blind to the 
suffering of her young sons, who have lost their father. Yet she has moments of stunning empathy and 
kindness, and when she begins to sing again, after decades, she finds solace, engagement, a haven—
herself. 
 
Normal People by Sally Rooney – IRE (2018) 266p. (10 books) 
Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in rural Ireland. The similarities end there; they are 
from very different worlds. When they both earn places at Trinity College in Dublin, a connection that has 
grown between them lasts long into the following years.  This is an exquisite love story about how a person 
can change another person's life - a simple yet profound realisation that unfolds beautifully over the 
course of the novel. It tells us how difficult it is to talk about how we feel and it tells us - blazingly - about 
cycles of domination, legitimacy and privilege. Alternating menace with overwhelming tenderness, Sally 
Rooney's second novel breathes fiction with new life 
 
Nowhere Child, the by Christian White – AUS (2018) – 368p. (10 books) (NEW) 
On a break between teaching photography classes in Melbourne, Kim Leamy is approached by a stranger 
investigating the disappearance of a little girl from her Kentucky home twenty-eight years earlier. He 
believes Kim is that girl.  At first she brushes it off, but when Kim scratches the surface of her family history 
in Australia, questions arise that aren’t easily answered. To find the truth, she must travel to Sammy’s 
home of Manson, Kentucky, and into a dark past. As the mystery of Sammy’s disappearance unravels and 
the town’s secrets are revealed, this superb novel builds towards an electrifying climax. 
 
On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong – USA (2019) 246p. (10 books) 
 
** The Sunday Times and New York Times Bestseller ** 
Brilliant, heartbreaking and highly original, Ocean Vuong's debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, 
and a testament to the redemptive power of storytelling. 
 
'A marvel' 
Marlon James 
 
This is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late 
twenties, the letter unearths a family's history that began before he was born. It tells of Vietnam, of the 
lasting impact of war, and of his family's struggle to forge a new future. And it serves as a doorway into 
parts of Little Dog's life his mother has never known - episodes of bewilderment, fear and passion - all the 
while moving closer to an unforgettable revelation. 

 
One Kind Man by Anna Jacobs (2018) (10 books) 
1931, Lancashire: When Finn Carlisle loses his wife and unborn child, he spends a few years travelling to 
keep the sad memories at bay. Just as he's ready to settle down again, his great-uncle dies and leaves 
everything to him. This includes Heythorpe House in Ellindale just down the road from Leah Willcox and 
her little fizzy drink factory. 
 
Finn finds a village of people in dire need of jobs, a house that hasn't been cleaned or lived in for thirty 
years and Reggie, an eleven-year-old who's run away from the nearby orphanage and its brutal Director 
Buddle. When Finn sees the marks left by regular beatings, he decides Reggie will never go back there. 
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He can't turn away two hungry young women from the village seeking jobs as maids, either, and they too 
need help with their lives. 
 
But Buddle has other plans for the child, and will stop at nothing to get Reggie back in his cruel grasp. 
Finn's new neighbours help him save Reggie but other surprises throw his new plans into turmoil. 
 
One Quiet Woman by Anna Jacobs (2018) (10 books) 
1930, Lancashire: Leah Turner's father has been killed in an accident at the laundry, and since her mother 
died years ago it falls to her to become sole provider for her little sister. But women's wages are half those 
of men and pawning the few belongings she has left will only keep their vicious rent collector at bay for a 
few weeks, so even if she finds a job, they'll lose their home.  
 
Out of the blue Charlie Willcox, the local pawnbroker, offers her a deal. His brother Jonah, an invalid since 
being gassed in the Great War, needs a wife. Charlie thinks Leah would be perfect for the job.  
The idea of a marriage of convenience doesn't please Leah, but she finds Jonah agreeable enough and 
moving with him to the pretty hamlet of Ellindale may be the only chance of a better life for her sister.  
But other people have plans for the remote Pennine valley, and the two sisters find themselves facing 
danger in their new life with Jonah. Can the three of them ever look to a brighter future? 
 
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger (2013) 307p. (10 books) 
New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold root beers were at the 
ready at Halderson’s Drug Store soda counter, and Hot Stuff comic books were a mainstay on every 
barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young president. 
But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a summer in which death assumed many forms. When tragedy 
unexpectedly comes to call on his family, which includes his Methodist minister father, his passionate, 
artistic mother, Juilliard-bound older sister, and wise-beyond-his years kid brother, Frank finds himself 
thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal. 
 
Ophelia by Lisa Klein (2006) 328p. (10 books) 
He is Hamlet, Prince of Denmark; she is simply Ophelia. If you think you know their story, think again. 
In this reimagining of Shakespeare's famous tragedy, it is Ophelia who takes center stage. A rowdy, 
motherless girl, she grows up at Elsinore Castle to become the queen's most trusted lady-in-waiting. 
Ambitious for knowledge and witty as well as beautiful, Ophelia learns the ways of power in a court where 
nothing is as it seems. When she catches the attention of the captivating, dark-haired Prince Hamlet, their 
love blossoms in secret. But bloody deeds soon turn Denmark into a place of madness, and Ophelia's 
happiness is shattered. Ultimately, she must choose between her love for Hamlet and her own life. In 
desperation, Ophelia devises a treacherous plan to escape from Elsinore forever . . . with one very 
dangerous secret. 
 
Lisa Klein's Ophelia tells the story of a young woman falling in love, searching for her place in the world, 
and finding the strength to survive. Sharp and literary, dark and romantic, this dramatic story holds readers 
in its grip until the final, heartrending scene. 
 
Other Side of Beautiful, the by Kim Lock – AUS (2021) – 350p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Meet Mercy Blain, whose house has just burnt down. Unfortunately for Mercy, this goes beyond the 
disaster it would be for most people: she hasn't been outside that house for two years now.  Flung out into 
the world she's been studiously ignoring, Mercy goes to the only place she can. Her not-quite-ex-husband 
Eugene's house. But it turns out she can't stay there, either.  And so begins Mercy's unwilling journey. After 
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the chance purchase of a cult classic campervan (read tiny, old and smelly), with the company of her 
sausage dog, Wasabi, and a mysterious box of cremated remains, Mercy heads north from Adelaide to 
Darwin.  On the road, through badly timed breakdowns, gregarious troupes of grey nomads, and run-ins 
with a rogue adversary, Mercy's carefully constructed walls start crumbling. But what was Mercy hiding 
from in her house? And why is Eugene desperate to have her back in the city? They say you can't run 
forever... 
 
Other Side of the World, The by Stephanie Bishop – AUS (2015) 283p. (10 books)  
Cambridge, 1963. Charlotte is struggling. With motherhood, with the changes marriage and parenthood 
bring, with losing the time and the energy to paint. Her husband, Henry, wants things to be as they were 
and can’t face the thought of another English winter. 
A brochure slipped through the letterbox slot brings him the answer: ‘Australia brings out the best in you’. 
Despite wanting to stay in the place that she knows, Charlotte is too worn out to fight. Before she has a 
chance to realise what it will mean, she is travelling to the other side of the world. Arriving in Perth, the 
southern sun shines a harsh light on both Henry and Charlotte and slowly reveals that their new life is not 
the answer either was hoping for. Charlotte is left wondering if there is anywhere she belongs and how far 
she’ll go to find her way home … 
 
Out of Time by Steve Hawke – AUS (2019) 290p. (10 books) 
Joe and Anne’s relationship has finally found the sweet spot and they are looking forward to what 
retirement brings. But time is not on their side. Inexplicably, Joe – a gifted architect – finds himself losing 
things, making miscalculations, blanking parts of his day. As Joe’s condition worsens, he and Anne face the 
agonising question: what is the point of no return? 
 
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell – UK/CAN (2008) 304p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
In his non-fiction novel Outliers, Gladwell examines the factors that contribute to high levels of success. To 
support his thesis, he examines the causes of why the majority of Canadian ice hockey players are born in 
the first few months of the calendar year, how Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates achieved his extreme 
wealth, how The Beatles became one of the most successful musical acts in human history, how cultural 
differences play a large part in perceived intelligence and rational decision making and why QANTAS is the 
safest airline to fly with because it's flown by Australians.   
The book is not a self-help guide but a fascinating eye-opener and will supply its readers with endless 
dinner-table conversations. 
 
Overstory, The by Richard Powers – USA (2019) p640. (10 books)  
An Air Force loadmaster in the Vietnam War is shot out of the sky, then saved by falling into a banyan. 
An artist inherits a hundred years of photographic portraits, all of the same doomed American chestnut. 
A hard-partying undergraduate in the late 1980s electrocutes herself, dies and is sent back into life by 
creatures of air and light.  A hearing- and speech-impaired scientist discovers that trees are communicating 
with one another.  These four, and five other strangers – each summoned in different ways by trees – are 
brought together in a last and violent stand to save the continent’s few remaining acres of virgin forest.  
There is a world alongside ours – vast, slow, interconnected, resourceful, magnificently inventive and 
almost invisible to us. This is the story of a handful of people who learn how to see that world and who are 
drawn up into its unfolding catastrophe. 
 
Paper Palace, the by Miranda Cowley Heller – USA (2021) – 386p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Before anyone else is awake, on a perfect August morning, Elle Bishop heads out for a swim in the glorious 
fresh water pond below 'The Paper Palace' - the gently decaying summer camp in the back woods of Cape 
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Cod where her family has spent every summer for generations. As she passes the house, Elle glances 
through the screen porch at the uncleared table from a dinner party the previous evening; empty wine 
glasses, candle wax on the table cloth, echoes of laughter of family and friends. Then she dives beneath the 
surface of the freezing water to the shocking memory of the sudden passionate encounter she had the 
night before, up against the wall outside the house, as her husband and mother chatted to the dinner 
guests inside.  So begins a story that unfolds over 24 hours and across 50 years, as decades of family 
legacies, love, lies, secrets, and one unspeakable incident in her childhood lead Elle to the precipice of a 
life-changing decision. Over the next 24 hours, Elle will have to decide between the life she has made with 
her much-loved husband, Peter, and the life she imagined would be hers with her childhood love, Jonas, if 
a tragic event hadn't forever changed the course of their lives. 
 
Paris Affair, The by Pip Drysdale – AUS (2021) 343p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Harper Brown is an expert at picking locks, breaking her way out of car boots, talking her way out of 
trouble and she could run a masterclass on escaping relationships - her record for losing a guy is three 
minutes flat. She’s addicted to true crime podcasts and is the genius behind a micro-column called ‘How to 
not get murdered’.  After having her heart broken helping her ex follow his dreams, Harper has moved to 
Paris to fulfil hers. She’s talked her way into a job as an arts journalist, a stepping stone to her dream role 
as an investigative journalist. All she has to do is whatever it takes to get there. But then one night she 
meets the artist Noah X, and everything she thinks she knows is turned upside down.  Soon Harper finds 
herself entangled in a web of lies, hot on the trail of a murderer and the scoop of a lifetime. This is the 
story that could make her career - if the killer doesn’t catch her first 
 
Paris Library, The by Janet Skeslien Charles – USA (2021) – 420p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Odile Souchet is obsessed with books, and her new job at the American Library in Paris - with its thriving 
community of students, writers and book lovers - is a dream come true. When war is declared, the Library 
is determined to remain open. But then the Nazis invade Paris, and everything changes.  In Occupied Paris, 
choices as black and white as the words on a page become a murky shade of grey - choices that will put 
many on the wrong side of history, and the consequences of which will echo for decades to come. 
MONTANA, 1983 
Lily is a lonely teenager desperate to escape small-town Montana. She grows close to her neighbour Odile, 
discovering they share the same love of language, the same longings. But as Lily uncovers more about 
Odile's mysterious past, she discovers a dark secret, closely guarded and long hidden.  Based on the true 
Second World War story of the heroic librarians at the American Library in Paris, this is an unforgettable 
novel of romance, friendship, family, and of heroism found in the quietest of places. 
 
Paris Wife, The by Paula McLain – USA (2011) 314p. (10 books + 1 digital audio player)  
In Chicago in 1920, Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given up on love and 
happiness—until she meets Ernest Hemingway and finds herself captivated by his good looks, intensity, 
and passionate desire to write. Following a whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, 
where they become the golden couple in a lively and volatile group of expatriates that includes Gertrude 
Stein, Ezra Pound, and F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald. 
But the hard-drinking and fast-living café life does not celebrate traditional notions of family and 
monogamy. As Hadley struggles with jealousy and self-doubt and Ernest wrestles with his burgeoning 
writing career, they must confront a deception that could prove the undoing of one of the great romances 
in literary history. 
 
Pearl Thief, The by Fiona Mcintosh (2018) 492p. (10 books) 
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Severine Kassel is asked by the Louvre in 1963 to aid the British Museum with curating its antique 
jewellery, her specialty. Her London colleagues find her distant and mysterious; her cool beauty the topic 
of conversations around its quiet halls. No one could imagine that she is a desperately damaged woman, 
hiding her trauma behind her chic, French image.  It is only when some dramatic Byzantine pearls are 
loaned to the Museum that Severine’s poise is dashed and the tightly controlled life she’s built around 
herself is shattered. Her shocking revelation of their provenance sets off a frenzied hunt for Nazi Ruda 
Mayek.   Mossad’s interest is triggered and one of its most skilled agents comes out of retirement to join 
the hunt, while the one person who can help her – the solicitor handling the Pearls – is bound by client 
confidentiality. As Severine follows Mayek’s trail, there is still one lifelong secret for her to reveal – and 
one for her to discover.  From the snowy woodlands outside Prague to the Tuilieries of Paris and the 
heather-covered moors of Yorkshire comes a confronting and heart-stopping novel that explores whether 
love and hope can ever overpower atrocity in a time of war and hate 
 
People Smuggler, The by Robin de Crespigny – AUS (2012) 352p. (10 books)  
At once a non-fiction thriller and a moral maze, this is one man's epic story of trying to find a safe place in 
the world. When Ali Al Jenabi flees Saddam Hussein's torture chambers, he is forced to leave his family 
behind in Iraq. What follows is an incredible international odyssey through the shadow world of fake 
passports, crowded camps and illegal border crossings, living every day with excruciating uncertainty about 
what the next will bring. 
Through betrayal, triumph, misfortune – even romance and heartbreak – Ali is sustained by his fierce love 
of freedom and family. Continually pushed to the limits of his endurance, eventually he must confront 
what he has been forced to become. 
With enormous power and insight, The People Smuggler tells a story of daily heroism, bringing to life the 
forces that drive so many people to put their lives in unscrupulous hands. It is an utterly gripping portrait 
of a man cut loose from the protections of civilisation, attempting to retain his dignity and humanity while 
taking whatever path he can out of an impossible position. 
 
Persuasion by Jane Austen – UK (1817) 249p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Twenty-seven-year old Anne Elliot is Austen's most adult heroine. Eight years before the story proper 
begins, she is happily betrothed to a naval officer, Frederick Wentworth, but she precipitously breaks off 
the engagement when persuaded by her friend Lady Russell that such a match is unworthy. The breakup 
produces in Anne a deep and long-lasting regret. When later Wentworth returns from sea a rich and 
successful captain, he finds Anne's family on the brink of financial ruin and his own sister a tenant in 
Kellynch Hall, the Elliot estate. All the tension of the novel revolves around one question: Will Anne and 
Wentworth be reunited in their love? 
 
Picnic at Hanging Rock by Joan Lindsay – AUS (1967) 189p. (10 books) 
It was a cloudless summer day in the year nineteen hundred. 
Everyone at Appleyard College for Young Ladies agreed it was just right for a picnic at Hanging Rock. After 
lunch, a group of three of the girls climbed into the blaze of the afternoon sun, pressing on through the 
scrub into the shadows of Hanging Rock. Further, higher, till at last they disappeared.  
They never returned. Whether Picnic at Hanging Rock is fact or fiction the reader must decide for 
themselves. 
 
Plantation, The by Di Morrissey – AUS (2010) 458p. (10 books + 1 MP3 audio)  
When Australian Julie Reagan discovers a book written about wild Malaysia in the 1970s, she decides to 
find out more about the author – her great aunt. Why did her grandmother refuse to speak about her 
sister who disappeared from the family, 60 years before?  Julie is invited to stay with her cousins who run 
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the plantation founded by her great grandfather in Malaya a hundred years ago, and she decides to visit in 
the hope of finding clues to this family mystery.  
What Julie finds sends her spiralling through generations of loves, deaths, tragedy and the challenges of 
the present until she discovers her grandmother's shocking secret. 
 
Poison Principle, The by Gail Bell – AUS (2003) 250p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
When Dr William MacBeth poisoned two of his sons in 1927, his wife and sister hid the murders in the 
intensely private realm of family secrets.   Macbeth behaved as if he were immune to consequences and 
avoided detection and punishment. Or did he?  Secrets can be as corrosive as poison, and as time passed, 
the story haunted and divided his descendants.  His granddaughter, Gail Bell spent ten years reading the 
literature of poisoning in order to understand Macbeth's life.  Herself a chemist, she listened for echoes in 
the great cases of the nineteenth century, in myths, fiction, and poison lore. 
 
Promised Land, A by Barack Obama – USA (2020) 768p. (10 books) (NEW) 
In the stirring, highly anticipated first volume of his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of 
his improbable odyssey from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free world.  He describes 
in strikingly personal detail both his political education and the landmark moments of the first term of his 
historic presidency—a time of dramatic transformation and turmoil.  Obama takes readers on a compelling 
journey from his earliest political aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the 
power of grassroots activism to the watershed night of November 4, 2008, when he was elected 44th 
president of the United States, becoming the first African American to hold the nation’s highest office.  This 
beautifully written and powerful book captures Barack Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a gift 
from on high but something founded on empathy and common understanding and built together, day by 
day. 
 
Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – (2003) 307p. (10 books)  
From the outside, fifteen-year-old Kambili has the perfect life. She lives in a beautiful house, has a caring 
family, and attends an exclusive missionary school. She's completely shielded from the troubles of the 
world. Yet, as Kambili reveals in her tender-voiced account, things are less than perfect in her wealthy 
Nigerian home. Although her papa is generous and well respected, he is fanatically religious and tyrannical 
at home. He looms over his family's every move, severely punishes Kambili and her older brother, Jaja, if 
they're not the best in their classes, and hits their mama if she disagrees with him. Home is silent and 
suffocating. 
But everything changes once Kambili and Jaja visit Aunty Ifeoma outside the city. For the first time they 
experience freedom from their papa. Jaja learns to garden and work with his hands, and Kambili secretly 
falls in love with a young, charismatic priest. 
As the country begins to fall apart under a military coup, tension within the family escalates. And shy 
Kambili must find the strength to keep her family together after her mother commits a desperate act. 
 
Quarry, The by Iain Banks – UK (2013) 326p. (10 books) 
The Quarry is set over a weekend in a dilapidated old country house on the edge of a quarry, which is 
owned by Guy, a man in his early forties in the last stages of terminal cancer. The story is narrated by Kit, 
his 18-year-old son. In a sad quirk of fate, Iain Banks discovered just as he completed The Quarry, that he 
himself had cancer, and didn't have long to live. The Quarry was published posthumously. 
The book opens with the impending visit of Guy's college roommates coming to pay their last respects — 
and to search for a missing videotape of a film they made together as students. The contents of the tape 
are potentially damaging: they all agree that it cannot fall into the wrong hands.  There is Hol, the acerbic 
film critic whose career has stalled; warring couple Rob and Alison, who have sold their souls to the 
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corporate world; anxious, do-gooding ex-social worker Pris; Haze, who exists in a drugged fog; and Paul, a 
lawyer with political ambitions.  
The story centres on the efforts of Kit to find out the identity of his mother; the search for the apparently 
incriminating videotape, and the imminent death of Guy, which hangs heavy over every action and 
conversation. Kit is on the spectrum of Asberger syndrome, and his outlook on life often gives him a clearer 
view of the world than the jaded, confused and disappointed friends of Guy's. Old jealousies, affairs and 
lies come to light as Kit watches on – drunken banter, acerbic asides, moments of touching honesty, 
political rants and tirades of anything and everything.   
"As always with Banks the dialogue is a sheer delight, whether it be baleful drink-and-drug fuelled 
reminiscence or bickering one-upmanship . . . It is the central characterisations that give the novel its power 
. . . Banks handles the challenge brilliantly . . . Despite his cruelty, most readers will adore Guy. It helps that 
his expletive-filled jeremiads comprise some of the funniest writing Banks has ever produced . . . " (Jake 
Kerridge Daily Telegraph) 
 
Railway Children, The by E. Nesbit (2000) 188p. (10 books) 
In this much-loved children's classic first published in 1906, the comfortable lives of three well-mannered 
siblings are greatly altered when, one evening, two men arrive at the house and take their father away. 
With the family's fortunes considerably reduced in his absence, the children and their mother are forced to 
live in a simple country cottage near a railway station. There the young trio — Roberta, Peter, and young 
Phyllis — befriend the porter and station master. The youngsters' days are filled with adventure and 
excitement, including their successful attempt to avert a horrible train disaster; but the mysterious 
disappearance of their father continues to haunt them. The solution to that painful puzzle and many other 
details and events of the children's lives come to vivid life in this perennial favorite, a story that has 
captivated generations of readers and, more recently, delighted television and movie audiences. In this 
inexpensive, unabridged edition, it will charm a whole new audience of young readers with its warmth and 
appeal. 
 
Raising Girls who Like Themselves by Kasey Edwards and Dr Christopher Scanlon – AUS (2021) 240p. (10 
books) (NEW) 
When you raise a girl who likes herself, everything else follows.  She will strive for excellence because she 
has faith in her ability to achieve it and the confidence to pick herself up.  She will nurture her physical and 
mental health because it's natural to care for something you love.  She will insist on healthy relationships 
because she believes she deserves nothing less.  She will be joyful and secure, knowing that her greatest 
friend and most capable ally is herself.  Raising Girls Who Like Themselves details the seven qualities that 
enable girls to thrive and arm themselves against a world that tells them they are flawed. Packed with 
practical, evidence-based advice, it is the indispensable guide to raising a girl who is happy and confident in 
herself.  Free of parental guilt and grounded in research, Raising Girls Who Like Themselves is imbued with 
the warmth and wit of a mum and dad who are in the same parenting trenches as you, fighting for their 
daughters’ futures. 
 
Red Coast, The by Di Morrissey (2018) (10 books)  
Di Morrissey returns to the red earth of the Kimberley with a passionate story of resistance and resilience 
under its soaring blue skies. After the upheaval which separated Jacqui Bouchard from her beloved son, 
she has finally settled in Broome, a magical remote town on the northwest coast of Australia. 
 
But when a proposed mining development is unveiled, the town begins to tear itself apart. Rifts run deep, 
as friends, families and lovers are faced with a battle that could change their lives irrevocably. As everyone 
takes sides, Jacqui confronts her own dilemma: to stay or leave? Who to trust . . . Who to love? 
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Redhead by the Side of the Road by Anne Tyler – USA (2020) 178p. (10 books) 
Micah Mortimer isn't the most polished person you'll ever meet. His numerous sisters and in-laws regard 
him oddly but very fondly, but he has his ways and means of navigating the world. He measures out his 
days running errands for work - his TECH HERMIT sign cheerily displayed on the roof of his car - 
maintaining an impeccable cleaning regime and going for runs (7:15, every morning). He is content with 
the steady balance of his life.  But then the order of things starts to tilt. His woman friend Cassia (he 
refuses to call anyone in her late thirties a 'girlfriend') tells him she's facing eviction because of a cat. And 
when a teenager shows up at Micah's door claiming to be his son, Micah is confronted with another 
surprise he seems poorly equipped to handle. 
 
Relativity by Antonia Hayes – (2015) 368p. (10 books) 
Heart-wrenching, absorbing, and magical, Relativity is an irresistible novel about science, love, unbreakable 
bonds, and irreversible acts. Ethan is a bright young boy obsessed with physics and astronomy who lives 
with his mother, Claire. He knows little about his father and what happened shortly after his birth.  Claire’s 
life is cantered on Ethan; she is fiercely protective of her talented, vulnerable son, keeping the events of 
the past a closely guarded secret. But when Ethan falls ill, tied to a tragic event from when he was a baby, 
her tightly held world is split open. When Ethan secretly intercepts a letter addressed to Claire, he 
unleashes long-suppressed forces that—like gravity—pull the three together again, testing the limits of 
love and forgiveness. 
 
Rooster Bar, The by John Grisham (2018) (10 books) 
John Grisham's newest legal thriller takes you inside a law firm that shouldn't exist. 
Law students Mark, Todd and Zola wanted to change the world - to make it a better place. But these days 
these three disillusioned friends spend a lot of time hanging out in The Rooster Bar, the place where Todd 
serves drinks. As third-year students, they realise they have been duped. They all borrowed heavily to 
attend a law school so mediocre that its graduates rarely pass the bar exam, let alone get good jobs. And 
when they learn that their school is one of a chain owned by a shady New York hedge-fund operator who 
also happens to own a bank specialising in student loans, the three realise they have been caught up in The 
Great Law School Scam.  So they begin plotting a way out. Maybe there's a way to escape their crushing 
debt, expose the bank and the scam, and make a few bucks in the process. But to do so, they have to leave 
law school, pretend they are qualified and go into battle with a billionaire and the FBI . . . 
 
Rosie Project, The by Graeme Simsion – NZ/AUS (2013) 304p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
The Rosie Project is a classic romantic comedy where two strangers meet, with no intention of falling in 
love, and hijinks ensue. What makes it different from its peers is the main character and narrator, Don 
Tillman. Don is a socially challenged, highly intelligent scientist who lives his life to an exacting routine. Don 
decides he wants a wife and goes about it in the same rational, scientific way he approaches everything - 
he designs an extensive questionnaire to help him identify the perfect woman (intelligent, good cook, 
always on time, non-smoker, non-drinker and a high level of fitness are just the beginning of Don’s 
requirements). At the same time, Don strikes up a friendship-of-sorts with Rosie, an opinionated bartender 
who smokes, drinks and most definitely does not meet his criteria of a suitable romantic partner.                                                                         
 
Rúin, The by Dervla McTiernan – AUS/IRE (2018) 375p. (10 books) 
Galway 1993: Young Garda Cormac Reilly is called to a scene he will never forget. Two silent, neglected 
children - fifteen-year-old Maude and five-year-old Jack - are waiting for him at a crumbling country house. 
Upstairs, their mother lies dead.  Twenty years later, a body surfaces in the icy black waters of the River 
Corrib. At first it looks like an open-and-shut case, but then doubt is cast on the investigation's findings - 
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and the integrity of the police. Cormac is thrown back into the cold case that has haunted him his entire 
career - what links the two deaths, two decades apart? As he navigates his way through police politics and 
the ghosts of the past, Detective Reilly uncovers shocking secrets and finds himself questioning who among 
his colleagues he can trust.  What really did happen in that house where he first met Maude and Jack? The 
Ruin draws us deep into the dark heart of Ireland and asks who will protect you when the authorities can't 
- or won't. 
 
Safe With Me by Amy Hatvany - (2014) 352p. (10 books) 
The screech of tires brought Hannah Scott’s world as she knew it to a devastating end. Even a year after 
she signed the papers to donate her daughter’s organs, Hannah is still reeling with grief when she 
unexpectedly stumbles into the life of the Bell family, whose child, Maddie, survived only because hers had 
died. Mesmerized by this fragile connection to her own daughter and afraid to reveal who she actually is, 
Hannah develops a surprising friendship with Maddie’s mother, Olivia.The Bells, however, have problems 
of their own. Once on the verge of leaving her wealthy but abusive husband, Olivia now finds herself 
bound to him as never before in the wake of the successful transplant that saved their fifteen-year-old 
daughter’s life. Meanwhile Maddie, tired of the limits her poor health puts upon her and fearful of her 
father’s increasing rage, regularly escapes into the one place where she can be anyone she wants: the 
Internet. But when she is finally healthy enough to return to school, the real world proves to be just as 
complicated as the isolated bubble she had been so eager to escape. 
 
Salt Creek by Lucy Treloar - AUS (2015) 399p. (10 books)  
Some things collapse slow, and cannot always be rebuilt, and even if a thing can be remade it will never be 
as it was. 
Salt Creek, 1855, lies at the far reaches of the remote, beautiful and inhospitable coastal region, the 
Coorong, in the new province of South Australia. The area, just opened to graziers willing to chance their 
luck, becomes home to Stanton Finch and his large family, including fifteen-year-old Hester Finch. 
Once wealthy political activists, the Finch family has fallen on hard times. Cut adrift from the polite society 
they were raised to be part of, Hester and her siblings make connections where they can: with the few 
travellers that pass along the nearby stock route - among them a young artist, Charles - and the 
Ngarrindjeri people they have dispossessed. Over the years that pass, an Aboriginal boy, Tully, at first a 
friend, becomes part of the family. 
Stanton's attempts to tame the harsh landscape bring ruin to the Ngarrindjeri people's homes and 
livelihoods, and unleash a chain of events that will tear the family asunder. As Hester witnesses the 
destruction of the Ngarrindjeri's subtle culture and the ideals that her family once held so close, she begins 
to wonder what civilization is. Was it for this life and this world that she was educated? 
 
Scrublands by Chris Hammer – AUS (2018) – 481p. (10 books) (NEW) 
In an isolated country town brought to its knees by endless drought, a charismatic and dedicated young 
priest calmly opens fire on his congregation, killing five parishioners before being shot dead himself.  A 
year later, troubled journalist Martin Scarsden arrives in Riversend to write a feature on the anniversary of 
the tragedy. But the stories he hears from the locals about the priest and incidents leading up to the 
shooting don't fit with the accepted version of events his own newspaper reported in an award-winning 
investigation. Martin can't ignore his doubts, nor the urgings of some locals to unearth the real reason 
behind the priest's deadly rampage.  Just as Martin believes he is making headway, a shocking new 
development rocks the town, which becomes the biggest story in Australia. The media descends on 
Riversend and Martin is now the one in the spotlight. His reasons for investigating the shooting have 
suddenly become very personal.  Wrestling with his own demons, Martin finds himself risking everything to 
discover a truth that becomes darker and more complex with every twist. But there are powerful forces 
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determined to stop him, and he has no idea how far they will go to make sure the town's secrets stay 
buried. 
 
Secret Lives of Dresses, The by Erin McKean (2011) 384p. (10 books) 
Dora is in love with a man who barely notices her, has a job she doesn’t care about, and dresses entirely 
for comfort, not style. All a far cry from her vivid, eccentric childhood, growing up with her beloved 
grandmother Mimi.  However, when disaster strikes, Dora knows she has no choice but to return to her 
childhood home and take over running Mimi’s vintage clothing shop. And there she makes a surprising 
discovery – Mimi’s been writing stories to accompany every dress she sells. Romantic, heartbreaking tales 
about each one’s secret life before it got to her shop...  Dora starts to match make these lonely frocks with 
new owners, but will the stories help her as well? Trading her boring high street clothes for vintage 
glamour is one thing. What she needs to know is whether she can trade her safe old life – and love – for 
something better too?  A captivating and enchanting novel for every girl who knows that the right dress 
can change your life. 
 
Secret Recipe for Second Chances, The by J D Barrett – AUS (2016) 336p. (10 books) 
PLEASE NOTE: CONTAINS SOME OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE 
Lucy Muir is leaving her husband. It's complicated.  
They're joint owners and chefs at one of the best restaurants in town, so making a clean break is tough. 
But, let's face it, a woman can only take so much cheating, recipe stealing and lack of good grace. 
Despondently driving around the back streets of Woolloomooloo one night, Lucy happens upon an old, 
empty terrace that was once the city's hottest restaurant: Fortune. One minute she's peering through 
grimy windows into an abandoned space, the next she's planning a pop-up bistro. 
When Lucy fires up Fortune's old kitchen she discovers a little red recipe book that belonged to the former 
chef, the infamous Frankie Summers. As she cries over the ingredients for Frankie's French Onion Soup, she 
imagines what Fortune was like in its heyday. It's strange, Lucy can sense Frankie beside her, almost see 
him there… 
This fiery chef, who lived with a passion for food and women in almost equal measure, just might help Lucy 
cook herself up a better life. But is she brave enough to believe? 
 
Secret Runners of New York, The by Matthew Reilly – AUS (2019) p328. (10 books) 
When Skye Rogers and her twin brother Red move to Manhattan, rumours of a coming global apocalypse 
are building. But this does not stop the young elite of New York from partying without a care.  And then 
suddenly Skye is invited to join an exclusive gang known as the Secret Runners of New York.  But this is no 
ordinary clique - they have access to an underground portal that can transport them into the future. And 
what Skye discovers in the future is horrifying: the rumours about the coming apocalypse are true.  As 
society crumbles and Skye and Red race to figure out how to use their knowledge to survive the impending 
annihilation, they soon discover that the chaotic end of the world is a fine time for revenge. 
 
See What I Have Done by Sarah Schmidt – AUS (2017) 325p. (10 books) 
In this riveting debut novel, See What I Have Done, Sarah Schmidt recasts one of the most fascinating 
murder cases of all time into an intimate story of a volatile household and a family devoid of love. 
On the morning of August 4, 1892, Lizzie Borden calls out to her maid: Someone’s killed Father. The brutal 
axe-murder of Andrew and Abby Borden in their home in Fall River, Massachusetts, leaves little evidence 
and many unanswered questions. While neighbours struggle to understand why anyone would want to 
harm the respected Bordens, those close to the family have a different tale to tell—of a father with an 
explosive temper; a spiteful stepmother; and two spinster sisters, with a bond even stronger than blood, 
desperate for their independence. 
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As the police search for clues, Emma comforts an increasingly distraught Lizzie whose memories of that 
morning flash in scattered fragments. Had she been in the barn or the pear arbor to escape the stifling 
heat of the house? When did she last speak to her stepmother? Were they really gone and would 
everything be better now? Shifting among the perspectives of the unreliable Lizzie, her older sister Emma, 
the housemaid Bridget, and the enigmatic stranger Benjamin, the events of that fateful day are slowly 
revealed through a high-wire feat of storytelling. 
 
The Sellout by Paul Beatty – USA (2016) 288p. (10 books + 1 MP3 audio) 
A biting satire about a young man's isolated upbringing and the race trial that sends him to the Supreme 
Court, Paul Beatty's THE SELLOUT showcases a comic genius at the top of his game. It challenges the sacred 
tenets of the United States Constitution, urban life, the civil rights movement, the father-son relationship 
and the holy grail of racial equality --- the black Chinese restaurant. 
Born in the "agrarian ghetto" of Dickens --- on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles --- the narrator of THE 
SELLOUT resigns himself to the fate of lower-middle-class Californians: "I'd die in the same bedroom I'd 
grown up in, looking up at the cracks in the stucco ceiling that've been there since '68 quake." Raised by a 
single father, a controversial sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged 
psychological studies. He is led to believe that his father's pioneering work will result in a memoir that will 
solve his family's financial woes. But when his father is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes there never 
was a memoir. All that's left is the bill for a drive-thru funeral. 
Fuelled by this deceit and the general disrepair of his hometown, the narrator sets out to right another 
wrong: Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save California from further embarrassment. 
Enlisting the help of the town's most famous resident --- the last surviving Little Rascal, Hominy Jenkins --- 
he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and segregating the local high 
school, which lands him in the Supreme Court. 
 
Shallow Breath by Sara Foster (2018) (10 books) 
Two years ago, Desi Priest made a horrific mistake and destroyed her family.  
Now, she is coming home to make amends: to her daughter Maya, who’s nurturing her own dangerous 
plan; to her brother Jackson, who blames himself; and to her close friend Pete, who has spent years 
shielding her from a devastating truth. 
  
But as Desi returns to her beloved house by the ocean, there is a stranger waiting for her. Someone who 
needs her help. Someone whose arrival will reveal a chain of secrets hidden for over twenty years. 
And one by one the family will be forced to confront the possibility that they have somehow got things 
terribly, tragically wrong … Set across five continents, Shallow Breath is a compelling novel of dashed 
dreams and second chances. But most of all it is a story about love, and what it really means to be free. 
 
Shanghai Girls  by Lisa See – USA (2010) 336p. (10 books) 
In 1937 Shanghai—the Paris of Asia—twenty-one-year-old Pearl Chin and her younger sister, May, are 
having the time of their lives. Both are beautiful, modern, and carefree—until the day their father tells 
them that he has gambled away their wealth. To repay his debts, he must sell the girls as wives to suitors 
who have travelled from Los Angeles to find Chinese brides. As Japanese bombs fall on their beloved city, 
Pearl and May set out on the journey of a lifetime, from the Chinese countryside to the shores of America. 
Though inseparable best friends, the sisters also harbor petty jealousies and rivalries. Along the way they 
make terrible sacrifices, face impossible choices, and confront a devastating, life-changing secret, but 
through it all the two heroines of this astounding new novel hold fast to who they are—Shanghai girls.  
 
Shoemaker’s Wife, The by Adriana Trigiani (2012) 475p. (10 books) 
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The Italian Alps is the setting of the first meeting of Enza, a practical beauty, and Ciro, a strapping 
mountain boy, who meet as teenagers, despite growing up in villages just a few miles apart. At the turn of 
the last century Ciro catches the local priest in a scandal, is banished from his village and sent to hide in 
America as an apprentice to a shoemaker in Little Italy. Without explanation, he leaves a bereft Enza 
behind. Soon, Enza's family faces disaster and she, too, is forced to go to America with her father to secure 
their future. Unbeknownst to one another, they both build fledgling lives in America, Ciro masters 
shoemaking and Enza takes a factory job in Hoboken until fate intervenes and reunites them. But it is too 
late: Ciro has volunteered to serve in World War I and Enza, determined to forge a life without him, begins 
her impressive career as a seamstress at the Metropolitan Opera House that will sweep her into the life of 
the international singing sensation, Enrico Caruso. These star-crossed lovers meet and separate, until, 
finally, the power of their love changes both of their lives forever. 
 
Sight of You, The by Holly Miller – UK (2020) 344p. (10 books) 
Joel is afraid of the future.  Since he was a child he's been haunted by dreams about the people he loves. 
Visions of what's going to happen - the good and the bad. And the only way to prevent them is to never let 
anyone close to him again.  Callie can't let go of the past.  Since her best friend died, Callie's been lost. She 
knows she needs to be more spontaneous and live a bigger life. She just doesn't know how to find a way 
back to the person who used to have those dreams.  Joel and Callie both need a reason to start living for 
today.  And though they're not looking for each other, from the moment they meet it feels like the start of 
something life-changing.  Until Joel has a vision of how it's going to end. 
 
Silent Listener, the by Lyn Yeowart – AUS (2021) – 470p. (10 books) (NEW) 
In the cold, wet summer of 1960, 11-year-old Joy Henderson lives in constant fear of her father. She tries 
to make him happy but, as he keeps reminding her, she is nothing but a filthy sinner destined for Hell.  Yet, 
decades later, she returns to the family’s farm to nurse him on his death bed. To her surprise, her ‘perfect’ 
sister Ruth is also there, whispering dark words, urging revenge.  Then the day after their father finally 
confesses to a despicable crime, Joy finds him dead - with a belt pulled tight around his neck.  For Senior 
Constable Alex Shepherd, investigating George’s murder revives memories of an unsolved case still 
haunting him since that strange summer of 1960: the disappearance of nine-year-old Wendy Boscombe.  
As seemingly impossible facts surface about the Hendersons – from the past and the present – Shepherd 
suspects that Joy is pulling him into an intricate web of lies and that Wendy’s disappearance is the key to 
the bizarre truth. 
 
Simon Vs the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli – USA (2015) 303p. (10 books) 
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school musical. But 
when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. And worse 
still, so will the privacy of 'Blue', the pen name of the boy he's been emailing. With messy dynamics 
emerging in Simon's once tight-knit group of friends, and his email correspondence with Blue growing 
more flirtatious every day, Simon's life suddenly becomes just a little complicated. Now Simon has to find a 
way to step out of his comfort zone before he's pushed out - without alienating his friends, compromising 
himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he's never met. Delightfully 
funny and at times heart-wrenching. Readers will ache for Simon's awkwardness, cheer his small triumphs, 
but, most of all, fall in love with this kid and with this remarkable gift of a novel.  
 
Sisters’ Song, The by Louise Allen (2018) 359p. (10 books) 
As children, Ida loves looking after her younger sister, Nora, but when their beloved father dies in 1926, 
everything changes. The two young girls move in with their grandmother who is particularly encouraging of 
Nora's musical talent. Nora eventually follows her dream of a brilliant musical career, while Ida takes a job 
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as a nanny and their lives become quite separate.  The two sisters are reunited when Nora's life takes an 
unwelcome direction and she finds herself, embittered and resentful, isolated in the Tasmanian bush with 
a husband and children.  Set in rural Tasmania over a span of seventy years, the strengths and flaws of 
motherhood are revealed through the mercurial relationship of these two very different sisters. The 
Sisters' Song speaks of dreams, children and family, all entwined with a musical thread that binds them 
together. 
 
Slice Girls by Joan Arakkal (2019) 300p. (10 books) 
When Dr Joan Arakkal chooses to specialise in orthopaedics while training in India, a field traditionally 
occupied by men, she slots into the world of bones with relative ease. But when her career takes her to the 
UK, and then Australia, she encounters the ‘bonemen’ – a boy’s club whose members are easily identified 
in the hospital corridors by their loud voices and self-assured swagger, who wield a stranglehold on 
orthopaedics. Joan is totally unprepared for the obstacles and prejudices she encounters – but the tables 
are turned when she suffers a health scare of her own, which ultimately gives her the perspective she 
needs to speak and fight without fear. A provocative reflection on the discrimination and sexism 
entrenched in the surgical community, and particularly the world of orthopaedics, Slice Girls shines light on 
a surgical path that is made needlessly challenging for women, and finds that while women are ready for 
surgery, it forces the question: is surgery ready for women? 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult – USA (2016) 521p. (10 books) 
Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years' 
experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine check-up on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes 
later that she's been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don't want 
Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child. The hospital complies with their request, but the next 
day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does 
she intervene? 
Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy 
McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that 
mentioning race in the courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy's counsel, Ruth tries to 
keep life as normal as possible for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media 
sensation. As the trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other's trust, and come to see 
that what they've been taught their whole lives about others—and themselves—might be wrong. 
 
Songs of Willow Frost by Jamie Ford - USA (2013) 325p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio) 
Twelve-year-old William Eng, a Chinese-American boy, has lived at Seattle’s Sacred Heart Orphanage ever 
since his mother’s listless body was carried away from their small apartment five years ago. On his 
birthday—or rather, the day the nuns designate as his birthday—William and the other orphans are taken 
to the historical Moore Theatre, where William glimpses an actress on the silver screen who goes by the 
name of Willow Frost. Struck by her features, William is convinced that the movie star is his mother, Liu 
Song. Determined to find Willow, and prove his mother is still alive, William escapes from Sacred Heart 
with his friend Charlotte. The pair navigates the streets of Seattle, where they must not only survive, but 
confront the mysteries of William’s past and his connection to the exotic film star. The story of Willow 
Frost, however, is far more complicated than the Hollywood fantasy William sees onscreen. Shifting 
between the Great Depression and the 1920s, Songs of Willow Frost takes readers on an emotional 
journey of discovery. Jamie Ford’s sweeping book will resonate with anyone who has ever longed for the 
comforts of family and a place to call home. 
 
Spool of Blue Thread, A by Anne Tyler – USA (2015) 368p. (10 books + 1 audio) 
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“It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon. . .” This is how Abby Whitshank always begins the 
story of how she fell in love with Red that day in July 1959.  
The Whitshanks are one of those families that radiate togetherness: an indefinable, enviable kind of 
specialness. But they are also like all families, in that the stories they tell themselves reveal only part of the 
picture. Abby and Red and their four grown children have accumulated not only tender moments, laughter, 
and celebrations, but also jealousies, disappointments, and carefully guarded secrets. From Red’s father 
and mother, newly arrived in Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and Red’s grandchildren carrying the family 
legacy boisterously into the twenty-first century, here are four generations of Whitshanks, their lives 
unfolding in and around the sprawling, lovingly worn Baltimore house that has always been their anchor. 
Brimming with all the insight, humor, and generosity of spirit that are the hallmarks of Anne Tyler’s work, A 
Spool of Blue Thread tells a poignant yet unsentimental story in praise of family in all its emotional 
complexity. It is a novel to cherish. 
 
Spring Clean for the Peach Queen by Sasha Wasley – AUS (2021) 364p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Twelve years had passed since the last Harvest Ball.  I was just eighteen when my hometown crowned me 
their Peach Queen with a blossom coronet. And I was eighteen when I left.  One tanked career, one badly 
timed glamour shoot and one dead boyfriend later, thirty-year-old Lottie Bentz is finally going home.  Back 
in the orchard town of Bonnievale, Lottie embarks on a radical declutter of her life, Marie Kondo-style. She 
casts out everything that got her into trouble: her phone, socials, make-up and a tendency to tell little 
white lies – to herself and others. But home has its own issues, not least Lottie’s staunchly feminist 
mother, who is furious with her. 
 
When Lottie lands herself a place to stay in exchange for helping kindly Mrs Brooker try out the Kondo 
method, it seems like the perfect farm escape. That’s until Angus, Lottie’s former Peach King and heir to 
the Brooker orchards, makes it clear she’s not welcome – especially when Lottie’s declutter begins to stir 
up long buried memories and half-truths.  As Lottie finds her way back to herself, can she use her talents to 
coax Bonnievale and the Brookers out of the past? After all, everyone deserves to feel love, hope and the 
occasional spark of joy. 
 
Stalking Claremont by Bret Christian – AU (2021) 391p. (10 books) (NEW) 
The gripping true story of the notorious Claremont serial murders and the nation's longest and most 
expensive investigation to catch the killer.  In the space of just over year in 1996-7, three young women 
disappeared from Claremont, an upmarket suburb in central Perth. When two of the young women were 
found murdered, Australia's longest and most expensive investigation was established. More than twenty 
years later, an unlikely suspect was arrested based on forensic evidence that also linked the murders to 
two previous vicious rapes. The Claremont Killings, by local newsman Bret Christian, is a riveting story of 
young lives cut short, a city in panic, an investigation riddled with error and incompetence, and a surprising 
twist that absolutely no one saw coming. 
 
Starless Sea, The by Erin Morgenstern  – AUS (2019) 494p. (10 books) (NEW) 
When Zachary Rawlins stumbles across a strange book hidden in his university library it leads him on a 
quest unlike any other. Its pages entrance him with their tales of lovelorn prisoners, lost cities and 
nameless acolytes, but they also contain something impossible: a recollection from his own childhood.  
Determined to solve the puzzle of the book, Zachary follows the clues he finds on the cover – a bee, a key 
and a sword. They guide him to a masquerade ball, to a dangerous secret club, and finally through a 
magical doorway created by the fierce and mysterious Mirabel. This door leads to a subterranean labyrinth 
filled with stories, hidden far beneath the surface of the earth.  When the labyrinth is threatened, Zachary 
must race with Mirabel, and Dorian, a handsome barefoot man with shifting alliances, through its twisting 
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tunnels and crowded ballrooms, searching for the end of his story.  You are invited to join Zachary on the 
starless sea: the home of storytellers, story-lovers and those who will protect our stories at all costs. 
 
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel – CAN (2014) 333p. (10 books)  
Winner of the Arthur C. Clarke Award 2015 
Day one: The Georgia Flu explodes over the surface of the Earth like a neutron bomb. News reports put the 
mortality rate at over 99%.  
Week Two: Civilization has crumbled.  
Year Twenty: A band of actors and musicians called the Travelling Symphony move through their territories 
performing concerts and Shakespeare to the settlements that have grown up there. Twenty years after the 
pandemic, life feels relatively safe. But now a new danger looms, and it threatens the hopeful world every 
survivor has tried to rebuild.  
Moving backwards and forwards in time, from the glittering years just before the collapse to the strange 
and altered world that exists twenty years after, Station Eleven charts the unexpected twists of fate that 
connect six people: famous actor Arthur Leander; Jeevan, a bystander warned about the flu just in time; 
Arthur's first wife, Miranda; Arthur's oldest friend, Clark; Kirsten, an actress with the Travelling Symphony; 
and the mysterious and self-proclaimed 'prophet'. 
 
Still Me by Jojo Moyes (2018) (10 books) 
Louisa Clark arrives in New York ready to start a new life, confident that she can embrace this new 
adventure and keep her relationship with Ambulance Sam alive across several thousand miles. She steps 
into the world of the superrich, working for Leonard Gopnik and his much younger second wife, Agnes. Lou 
is determined to get the most out of the experience and throws herself into her new job and New York life.  
 
As she begins to mix in New York high society, Lou meets Joshua Ryan, a man who brings with him a 
whisper of her past. Before long, Lou finds herself torn between Fifth Avenue where she works and the 
treasure-filled vintage clothing store where she actually feels at home. And when matters come to a head, 
she has to ask herself: Who is Louisa Clark? And how do you reconcile a heart that lives in two places? 
Funny, romantic, and poignant, Still Me follows Lou as she navigates how to stay true to herself, while 
pushing to live boldly in her brave new world. 
 
Storied life of A J Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin – USA (2014) 243p. (10 books)  
On the faded Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the motto “No Man Is an 
Island; Every Book Is a World.” A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to discover just what that truly 
means. 
A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. His wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing the 
worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. 
Slowly but surely, he is isolating himself from all the people of Alice Island—from Lambiase, the well-
intentioned police officer who’s always felt kindly toward Fikry; from Ismay, his sister-in-law who is hell-
bent on saving him from his dreary self; from Amelia, the lovely and idealistic (if eccentric) Knightley Press 
sales rep who keeps on taking the ferry over to Alice Island, refusing to be deterred by A.J.’s bad attitude. 
Even the books in his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These days, A.J. can only see them as a 
sign of a world that is changing too rapidly. 
And then a mysterious package appears at the bookstore. It’s a small package, but large in weight. It’s that 
unexpected arrival that gives A. J. Fikry the opportunity to make his life over, the ability to see everything 
anew. It doesn’t take long for the locals to notice the change overcoming A.J.; or for that determined sales 
rep, Amelia, to see her curmudgeonly client in a new light; or for the wisdom of all those books to become 
again the lifeblood of A.J.’s world; or for everything to twist again into a version of his life that he didn’t see 
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coming. As surprising as it is moving, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry is an unforgettable tale of transformation 
and second chances, an irresistible affirmation of why we read, and why we love. 
 
String Diaries, The by Stephen Lloyd Jones - UK (2013) 406p. (9 books + 1 audio) 
A jumble of entries, written in different hands, different languages, and different times. They tell of a 
rumour. A shadow. A killer. The only interest that Oxford Professor Charles Meredith has in the diaries is as 
a record of Hungarian folklore ... until he comes face to face with a myth. For Hannah Wilde, the diaries are 
a survival guide that taught her the three rules she lives by: verify everyone, trust no one, and if in any 
doubt, run. But Hannah knows that if her daughter is ever going to be safe, she will have to stop running 
and face the terror that has hunted her family for five generations. And nothing in the diaries can prepare 
her for that. 
 
Stronger by Jeff Bauman (2018) (10 books) 
The New York Times bestselling memoir of the 27-year-old Boston Marathon bombing survivor 
When Jeff Bauman woke up on Tuesday, April 16th, 2013 in the Boston Medical Center, groggy from a 
series of lifesaving surgeries and missing his legs, the first thing he did was try to speak. When he realized 
he couldn't, he asked for a pad and paper and wrote down seven words: Saw the guy. Looked right at me, 
setting off one of the biggest manhunts in the country's history.  Just thirty hours before, Jeff had been at 
the finish line of the 2013 Boston Marathon cheering on his girlfriend, Erin, when the first bomb went off 
at his feet. As he was rushed to the hospital, he realized he was severely injured and that he might die, but 
he didn't know that a photograph of him in a wheelchair was circulating throughout the world, making him 
the human face of the Boston Marathon bombing victims, or that what he'd seen would give the Boston 
police their most important breakthrough.  In Stronger, Jeff describes the chaos and terror of the bombing 
itself and the ongoing FBI investigation in which he was a key witness. He takes us inside his grueling 
rehabilitation, and discusses his attempt to reconcile the world's admiration with his own guilt and 
frustration. . Brave, compassionate, and emotionally compelling, Jeff Bauman's story is not just his, but 
ours as well. 
 
Sudden Appearance of Hope, The by Claire North (2018) (10 books) 
All the world forgets me. First my face, then my voice, then the consequences of my deeds. So listen. 
Remember me.  My name is Hope Arden, and you won't know who I am. We've met before - a thousand 
times. But I am the girl the world forgets. It started when I was sixteen years old. A slow declining, an 
isolation, one piece at a time.   A father forgetting to drive me to school. A mother setting the table for 
three, not four. A teacher who forgets to chase my missing homework. A friend who looks straight through 
me and sees a stranger.  No matter what I do, the words I say, the people I hurt, the crimes I commit - you 
will never remember who I am. That makes my life tricky. But it also makes me dangerous . . .  The Sudden 
Appearance of Hope is the tale of the girl no one remembers. But this gripping story – of love and loss, of 
hope and despair, of living in the moment and dying to leave a mark – is novel that will stay with you for 
ever 
 
Suddenly One Summer by Fleur Mcdonald (2018) (10 books) 
When Brianna Donahue was three years old, her mother mysteriously disappeared while farming in 
Merriwell Bay, Western Australia. Her body has never been found. Brianna works the same land with her 
father Russell, while almost single-handedly raising her two children as her husband Caleb works as a fly-in 
fly-out criminal lawyer in Perth.  One scorching summer's morning, her son Trent goes missing and, while 
frantically searching for him, Brianna must come to terms with the fact that her marriage has large cracks 
in it.  Over two thousand kilometres away in South Australia, Detective Dave Burrows receives a phone call 
reporting stolen sheep from an elderly farmer. When he and his partner Jack arrive at the farm, it's clear 



 

 

57 
 

that Guy has early signs of dementia. Following a conversation with his wife Kim, Dave becomes intrigued 
with Guy's family history. Was there a sister, or was there not? No one seems to know.  So how will Dave's 
investigation impact Brianna's world? While battling the threat of bushfires back in Merriwell Bay, Brianna 
is faced with challenges that test her relationships with those she loves most. Suspenseful and incendiary, 
Suddenly One Summer is an intriguing and heartfelt story of the unlikely connections of life on the land. 
 
Sympathizer, The by Viet Thanh Nguyen (2016) 367p. (10 books)  
It is April 1975, and Saigon is in chaos. At his villa, a general of the South Vietnamese army is drinking 
whiskey and, with the help of his trusted captain, drawing up a list of those who will be given passage 
aboard the last flights out of the country. The general and his compatriots start a new life in Los Angeles, 
unaware that one among their number, the captain, is secretly observing and reporting on the group to a 
higher-up in the Viet Cong.   The Sympathizer is the story of this captain: a man brought up by an absent 
French father and a poor Vietnamese mother, a man who went to university in America, but returned to 
Vietnam to fight for the Communist cause.  A gripping spy novel, an astute exploration of extreme politics, 
and a moving love story, The Sympathizer explores a life between two worlds and examines the legacy of 
the Vietnam War in literature, film, and the wars we fight today. 
 
Tattooist of Auschwitz, The by Heather Morris (2018) (10 books)  
Lale Sokolov is well-dressed, a charmer, a ladies’ man. He is also a Jew. On the first transport from Slovakia 
to Auschwitz in 1942, Lale immediately stands out to his fellow prisoners. In the camp, he is looked up to, 
looked out for, and put to work in the privileged position of Tätowierer – the tattooist – to mark his fellow 
prisoners, forever. One of them is a young woman, Gita, who steals his heart at first glance.  His life given 
new purpose, Lale does his best through the struggle and suffering to use his position for good.  This story, 
full of beauty and hope, is based on years of interviews author Heather Morris conducted with real-life 
Holocaust survivor and Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov. It is heart-wrenching, 
illuminating, and unforgettable. 
 
That Deadman Dance by Kim Scott - AUS (2010) 400p. (10 books)  
Big-hearted, moving and richly rewarding, That Deadman Dance is set in the first decades of the 19th 
century in the area around what is now Albany, Western Australia. Bobby Wabalanginy is a young 
Noongyar man. Clever, resourceful and eager to please, Bobby befriends the new arrivals. He is even 
welcomed into a prosperous local white family where he falls for the daughter, Christine, a beautiful young 
woman who sees no harm in a liaison with a native.  But slowly – by design and by accident – things begin 
to change. As the Europeans impose ever stricter rules and regulations in order to keep the peace, Bobby's 
Elders decide they must respond in kind. A friend to everyone, Bobby is forced to take sides: he must 
choose between the old world and the new, his ancestors and his new friends. 
 
Thursday Murder Club, The by Richard Osman– UK (2020) – 382p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Four septuagenarians with a few tricks up their sleeves, a female cop with her first big case, and a brutal 
murder - welcome to…The Thursday Murder Club.  In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends 
meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss unsolved crimes; together they call themselves The Thursday 
Murder Club. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty but they still have a few tricks up 
their sleeves. 
When a local developer is found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday 
Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin to pile up, 
can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it’s too late? 

 
Tiny Sunbirds Far Away by Christie Watson (2010) 470p. (10 books) 
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When their mother catches their father with another woman, 12-year-old Blessing and her 14-year-old 
brother, Ezikiel, are forced to leave their comfortable home in Lagos for a village in the Niger Delta, to live 
with their mother’s family. Without running water or electricity, Warri is at first a nightmare for Blessing. 
Her mother is gone all day and works suspiciously late into the night to pay the children’s school fees. Her 
brother, once a promising student, seems to be falling increasingly under the influence of the local group 
of violent teenage boys calling themselves Freedom Fighters. Her grandfather, a kind if misguided man, is 
trying on Islam as his new religion of choice, and is even considering the possibility of bringing in a second 
wife. But Blessing’s grandmother, wise and practical, soon becomes a beloved mentor, teaching Blessing 
the ways of the midwife in rural Nigeria. Blessing is exposed to the horrors of genital mutilation and the 
devastation wrought on the environment by British and American oil companies. As Warri comes to feel 
like home, Blessing becomes increasingly aware of the threats to its safety, both from its unshakable but 
dangerous traditions and the relentless carelessness of the modern world. 
 
Tiny White Lies by Fiona Palmer - AUS (2020) 374p (10 books)  
Ashley has recently lost her husband. Daughter Emily is being bullied online.  Best friend Nikki is holding a 
huge secret. And why is husband, Chris, receiving so many text messages lately?  Their teenage children 
are glued to technology, be it PlayStation, YouTube, Instagram, Snapchat. 
The two women hatch a plan: for three weeks, both families will stay in a rustic, remote coastal camp with 
no phone reception. While the teenagers struggle to embrace this new world of self-entertaining in the 
rugged bushland, the adults are trying to maintain a certain facade. Soon, around the flames of the camp 
fire, their tiny white lies might just begin to be exposed. 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (2018) 320p. (10 books) 
'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.'  
Atticus Finch gives this advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of this classic novel - a 
black man charged with attacking a white girl. Through the eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Lee explores the 
issues of race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s with compassion and humour. She also creates one 
of the great heroes of literature in their father, whose lone struggle for justice pricks the conscience of a 
town steeped in prejudice and hypocrisy. 
 
Tracker by Alexis Wright (2018) 650p. (10 books) 
A collective memoir of one of Aboriginal Australia’s most charismatic leaders and an epic portrait of a 
period in the life of a country, reminiscent in its scale and intimacy of the work of Nobel Prize-winning 
Russian author Svetlana Alexievich.  Miles Franklin Award-winning novelist Alexis Wright returns to non-
fiction in her new book, Tracker, a collective memoir of the charismatic Aboriginal leader, political thinker, 
and entrepreneur who died in Darwin in 2015. Taken from his family as a child and brought up in a mission 
on Croker Island, Tracker Tilmouth returned home to transform the world of Aboriginal politics. He worked 
tirelessly for Aboriginal self-determination, creating opportunities for land use and economic development 
in his many roles, including Director of the Central Land Council.   He was a visionary and a projector of 
ideas, renowned for his irreverent humour and his anecdotes. His memoir has been composed by Wright 
from interviews with Tilmouth himself, as well as with his family, friends, and colleagues, weaving his and 
their stories together into a book that is as much a tribute to the role played by storytelling in 
contemporary Aboriginal life as it is to the legacy of a remarkable man. 
 
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson (2001) 311p. (10 books) 
"For sheer storytelling delight and pure adventure, Treasure Island has never been surpassed. From the 
moment young Jim Hawkins first encounters the sinister Blind Pew at the Admiral Benbow Inn until the 
climactic battle for treasure on a tropic isle, the nevel creates scenes and characters that have firetd the 
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imaginations of generations of readers. Written by a superb prose stylist, a master of both action and 
atmosphere, the story centers upon the conflict between good and evil - but in this case a particularly 
engaging form of evil. It is the villainy of that most ambiguous rogue Long John Silver that sets the tempo 
of this tale of treachery, greed, and daring. Designed to forever kindle a dream of high romance and distant 
horizons, Treasure Island is, in the words of G. K. Chesterton, 'the realization of an ideal, that which is 
promised in its provocative and beckoning map; a vision not only of white skeletons but also green palm 
trees and sapphire seas.' G. S. Fraser terms it 'an utterly original book' and goes on to write: 'There will 
always be a place for stories like Treasure Island that can keep boys and old men happy.' 
 
Truganini by Cassandra Pybus – AUS (2020) 313p. (10 books) 
The name of Truganini is vaguely familiar to most Australians as 'the last of her race'. She has become an 
international icon for a monumental tragedy: the extinction of the original people of Tasmania within her 
lifetime. For nearly seven decades she lived through a psychological and cultural shift more extreme than 
most human imaginations could conjure. She is a hugely significant figure in Australian history and we 
should know about how she lived, not simply that she died. Her life was much more than a regrettable 
tragedy. Now Cassandra has examined the original eyewitness accounts to write Truganini's extraordinary 
story. 
 
Taken away from Bruny Island in 1830, she spent five years on a journey around Tasmania, across rugged 
highland and through barely penetrable forests, with the self-styled missionary George Augustus Robinson, 
who was collecting all the surviving people to send them into exile on Flinders Island. She managed to 
avoid a long incarceration on Flinders Island when Robinson took her to Victoria where she was implicated 
in the murder of two white men. Acquitted of murder, she was returned to Tasmania where she lived for 
another thirty-five years. Her story is both inspiring and heart-wrenching, and it is told in full in this book 
for the first time. 
 
Truth from an Unreliable Witness by Fiona O’Loughlin  – AUS (2020) 306p. (10 books) 
Fiona O'Loughlin was raised in the generation of children who were to be seen, but not heard ... unless 
there were guests in the house. Then she'd watch everyone, telling stories, making each other laugh. This 
was where she discovered the rhythm of stories and the lubrication that alcohol leant the telling. Years 
later, as a mum of five, Fiona would become one of Australia's most-loved comedians, performing gigs in 
New York, Montreal, Singapore, London, Toronto and Edinburgh. Fiona looked like she was living her 
dream - but she was hiding a secret in open sight, using alcoholism as material for her comedy and using 
comedy as an excuse for her alcoholism.  Truths from an Unreliable Witness is a fiercely honest and wryly 
funny memoir of melancholy, love, marriage, the loss of love and marriage, homelessness, of hotel rooms 
strewn with empty mini-bar bottles of vodka, of waking from a two-week coma, of putrid drug dens and 
using a jungle to confront yourself. It is about hitting rock bottom and then realising you are only halfway 
down. Ultimately, it's about hanging on to your last straw of sanity and finding laughter in the darkest of 
times. You may want to sit down for this... 
 
Two by Two by Nicholas Sparks (2018) (10 books) 
Sometimes the end is just the beginning ...Russell Green has it all: a loving family, a successful career and a 
beautiful house. But underneath his seemingly perfect world, cracks are beginning to appear ...and no one 
is more surprised than Russ when the life he took for granted is turned upside down. Finding himself 
single-handedly caring for his young daughter, while trying to launch his own business, the only thing Russ 
knows is that he must shelter his little girl from the consequences of these changes. As Russ embarks on 
this daunting and unexpected new chapter of his life, a chance encounter will challenge him to find a 
happiness beyond anything he could ever 
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Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand (2010) 473p. (10 books) 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 
leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face 
appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane's bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and 
pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War. The 
lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he'd been a cunning and incorrigible delinquent, 
breaking into houses, brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he had channelled his 
defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics and 
within sight of the four-minute mile. But when war had come, the athlete had become an airman, 
embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. Ahead of 
Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a foundering raft, thirst and starvation, 
enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would 
answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humour; brutality with rebellion. His 
fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. 
 
Universe versus Alex Woods, The by Gavin Extence – UK (2013) 407p. (10 books) 
A rare meteorite struck Alex Woods when he was ten years old, leaving scars and marking him for an 
extraordinary future. The son of a fortune teller, bookish, and an easy target for bullies, Alex hasn't had the 
easiest childhood. But when he meets curmudgeonly widower Mr. Peterson, he finds an unlikely friend. 
Someone who teaches him that that you only get one shot at life. That you have to make it count. So 
when, aged seventeen, Alex is stopped at customs with 113 grams of marijuana, an urn full of ashes on the 
front seat, and an entire nation in uproar, he's fairly sure he's done the right thing ... Introducing a bright 
young voice destined to charm the world, The Universe Versus Alex Woods is a celebration of curious 
incidents, astronomy and astrology, the works of Kurt Vonnegut and the unexpected connections that 
form our world. 
 
Untamed by Glennon Doyle – USA (2020) 352p. (10 books) 
There is a voice of longing inside every woman. We strive so mightily to be good: good mothers, daughters, 
partners, employees, citizens, and friends. We believe all this striving will make us feel alive. Instead, it 
leaves us feeling weary, stuck, overwhelmed, and underwhelmed. We look at our lives, relationships, and 
world, and wonder: Wasn’t it all supposed to be more beautiful than this? 
 
Four years ago, Glennon Doyle, author, activist and humanitarian, wife and mother of three—was speaking 
at a conference when a woman entered the room. Glennon looked at her and fell instantly in love. Three 
words flooded her mind: There She Is. At first, Glennon assumed these words came to her from on high. 
Soon she realized that they came to her from within. Glennon was finally hearing her own voice—the voice 
that had been silenced by decades of cultural conditioning, numbing addictions, and institutional 
allegiances. She vowed to never again abandon herself. She decided to build a life of her own—one based 
on her individual desire, intuition, and imagination. She would reclaim her true, untamed self. 
 
Vale Girl, The by Nelika MacDonald – AUS (2013) 298p. (10 books) 
Fourteen-year-old Sarah Vale has gone missing in the small town of Banville. She's the daughter of the 
town whore so no one seems particularly concerned. No one cares except Tommy Johns, who loves Sarah 
Vale with all the unadulterated, tentative passion of a teenage boy. He galvanises the town's policeman 
Sergeant Henson and, together, they turn the town inside out, searching for the lost girl. A delicate and 
layered exploration of secrets and lies, forgotten children and absent parents, and the long shadows of the 
past. An extraordinary debut from a talented new writer 
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Van Apfel Girls are Gone, The by Felicity McLean – AUS (2019) 296p. (10 books) 
'We lost all three girls that summer. Let them slip away like the words of some half-remembered song and 
when one came back, she wasn't the one we were trying to recall to begin with.'  So begins Tikka Molloy's 
recounting of the summer of 1992 - the summer the Van Apfel sisters, Hannah, the beautiful Cordelia and 
Ruth - disappear.  Eleven and one-sixth years old, Tikka is the precocious narrator of this fabulously 
endearing coming-of-age story, set in an eerie Australian river valley suburb with an unexplained stench. 
The Van Apfel girls vanish from the valley during the school's 'Showstopper' concert, held at the outdoor 
amphitheatre by the river. While the search for the sisters unites the small community on Sydney's urban 
fringe, the mystery of their disappearance remains unsolved forever.  Brilliantly observed, sharp, lively, 
funny and entirely endearing, this novel is part mystery, part coming-of-age story - and quintessentially 
Australian. Think The Virgin Suicides meets Jasper Jones meets Picnic at Hanging Rock. 
 
Vida: A Woman for Our Time by Jacqueline Kent - AUS (2020) 336p. (10 books) 
Blazing her trail at the dawn of the twentieth century, Vida Goldstein remains Australia’s most celebrated 
crusader for the rights of women. Her life – as a campaigner for the suffrage in Australia, Britain and 
America, an advocate for peace, a fighter for social equality and a shrewd political commentator – marks 
her as one of Australia’s foremost women of courage and principle. 
 
Vida first came to national prominence as the first woman in the Western world to stand for a national 
Parliament, in Victoria, for the Senate, in 1903. As a fighter for equal rights for women, and as a champion 
of social justice, she quickly established a pattern of working quietly against men’s control of Australian 
society. Her work for the peace movement and against conscription during the heightened emotions of the 
First World War showed her determination to defy governments in the name of fairness and equity. Vida 
came to adulthood when Australia was in the process of inventing itself as a new nation, one in which 
women might have opportunities equal to those of men. Her work for her own sex, especially her battles 
for equality in politics, illuminated issues that persist to this day. 
 
Vodka & Apple Juice by Jay Martin (2018) 312p. (10 books) 
When Jay’s husband lands a diplomatic job in Warsaw, she jumps at the opportunity to escape her 
predictable life in Canberra for a three-year adventure in the heart of central Europe.  Jay shelves her 
corporate wardrobe and throws herself into life as a diplomatic wife. Between glamorous cocktail parties 
and ambassadorial shenanigans, Jay sets out to get to know quirky, difficult, fascinating Poland, with its 
impenetrable language and sometimes unfathomable customs.  It’s a challenge even for an intrepid 
traveller with a willing heart. Not to mention a marriage that increasingly doesn’t look as if it will survive its 
third Polish winter 
 
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo (2007) 165p (10 books) 
This special edition of War Horse commemorates the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of the First World 
War, and features a brand new introduction by Michael Morpurgo and cover artwork by Rae Smith, 
designer of the National Theatre's production of War Horse. In the deadly chaos of the First World War, 
one horse witnesses the reality of battle from both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with 
bullets knocking riders from his back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in 
terrible times. One horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the 
beauty of peace. This is his story. From Michael Morpurgo, former children's laureate, comes this thrilling 
and epic tale of one horse's journey through the trenches of the First World War. 
 
Watchtower, The by Elizabeth Harrower – AUS (1966) 335p. (10 books)   
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Elizabeth Harrower wrote The Watch Tower in the 1960s but there is no feeling of the outdated about it - 
its strong subject matter reads as if it were written yesterday. For this is that very rare thing: a novel that 
stands the test of time. 
The Watch Tower is almost a psychological thriller; it has the pace and tension of one and is an absolutely 
compelling reading. Set in Sydney around the late fifties it’s the story of two sisters, Laura and Clare, who 
are abandoned by their narcissistic mother and are taken under the wing of older man, Felix.  
At first the reasons aren’t obvious and moreover all seems strange. He marries Laura and promises to look 
after and support the younger Clare in their home. The relationship between him and Laura isn’t a 
romantic one and barely seems physical and indeed there is little warmth. In public and privately he 
demeans Laura and strangely ingratiates himself with Clare. In their lives he creates both emotional and 
physical insecurity with capricious and spiteful acts.  
His promise to Laura, that he will provide for Clare so that she can complete school and perhaps go on to 
tertiary study, is broken on a whim. He is ostensibly a successful businessman who involves both sisters in 
his businesses yet makes momentous decisions without warning or consultation. He creates an 
atmosphere of tension and fear in which Laura is cowed completely and Clare cultivates an attitude of 
indifference that is just disguised submission.  
It becomes obvious that control and domination of the women is Felix’s objective; he despises them yet 
needs them, needs to control them. Harrower creates this story with an almost creepy ease and the reader 
is drawn into the weird destructive relationships.  
 
Water Dancer, The by Ta-Nehisi Coates – USA (2019) p403. (10 books) 
Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all 
memory of her—but was gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a river, 
that same power saves his life. This brush with death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: to 
escape from the only home he’s ever known. So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the 
corrupt grandeur of Virginia’s proud plantations to desperate guerrilla cells in the wilderness, from the 
coffin of the deep South to dangerously utopic movements in the North. Even as he’s enlisted in the 
underground war between slavers and the enslaved, Hiram’s resolve to rescue the family he left behind 
endures. 
 
We are all Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler – USA (2013) 308p. (10 books)  
Meet the Cooke family. Our narrator is Rosemary Cooke. As a child, she never stopped talking; as a young 
woman, she has wrapped herself in silence: the silence of intentional forgetting, of protective cover. 
Something happened, something so awful she has buried it in the recesses of her mind. 
Now her adored older brother is a fugitive, wanted by the FBI for domestic terrorism. And her once lively 
mother is a shell of her former self, her clever and imperious father now a distant, brooding man. 
And Fern, Rosemary’s beloved sister, her accomplice in all their childhood mischief? Fern’s is a fate the 
family, in all their innocence, could never have imagined. 
 
We Are Called to Rise by Laura McBride (2015) 320p. (10 books) 
Avis thought her marriage had hit a temporary rut. But with a single confession in the middle of the night, 
her carefully constructed life comes undone. After escaping a tumultuous childhood and raising a son, she 
now faces a future without the security of the home and family she has spent decades building. Luis only 
wants to make the grandmother who raised him proud. As a soldier, he was on his way to being the man 
she taught him to be until he woke up in Walter Reed Hospital with vague and troubling memories of how 
he got there. Now he must find a new way to live a life of honour. Every day, young Bashkim looks forward 
to the quiet order of school and the kind instruction of his third grade teacher. His family relocated to Las 
Vegas after fleeing political persecution in their homeland. Now their ice cream truck provides just enough 
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extra income to keep them afloat. With his family under constant stress, Bashkim opens his heart to his 
pen pal, a US soldier. When these lives come together in a single, shocking moment, each character is 
called upon to rise. 
 
When the Night Comes by Favel Parrett – AUS (2014) 245p. (10 books) 
Set in Tasmania and Antarctica When the Night Comes explores the relationship between Australia and 
Antarctica by pairing two characters, both as different and as similar as the islands themselves. It tells the 
story of a young girl, learning what is important in life and whom to trust; and of a crewman on the 
Antarctic supply ship, the Nella Dan, a modern Viking searching to understand his past and find a place in 
this world.  
For Isla and her brother, running away from the mainland was supposed to make their lives better, but 
their mother's sadness and the cold, damp grey of Hobart's stone streets seeps into everything. Then, one 
morning, Isla sees a red ship. That colour lights her day. And when a sailor from the ship befriends her 
mother, he shares his stories with them all – of Antarctica, his home in Denmark and life onboard.  
Like the snow white petrels that survive in the harshest, coldest place, this lonely girl at the bottom of the 
world will learn that it is possible to go anywhere, be anything. 
Bo teaches Isla the gift of stillness, of watching birds, and shares tales of sailing south to the ice. She shows 
him what is missing in his life. Though their time together is cut short when his noble ship is lost, the small 
gifts have been enough to set her path towards the sea. And maybe what they give to each other will mean 
they can both eventually find their way home. 
 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens – USA (2018) p368. (10 books) 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina 
coast. She's barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is 
found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark.  But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at age ten, 
she has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home. A born naturalist with just one day of 
school, she takes life lessons from the land, learning from the false signals of fireflies the real way of this 
world. But while she could have lived in solitude forever, the time comes when she yearns to be touched 
and loved. Drawn to two young men from town, who are each intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens 
herself to a new and startling world--until the unthinkable happens. 
 
Where'd you go, Bernadette by Maria Semple – USA (2012) 321p. (10 books + 1 Large Print + 1 audio) 
Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to 
fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect, 
and to 15-year-old Bee, she is a best friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette disappears. It began when 
Bee aced her report card and claimed her promised reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's 
intensifying allergy to Seattle—and people in general—has made her so agoraphobic that a virtual assistant 
in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the earth is problematic. To find her mother, 
Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence—creating a compulsively 
readable and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world. 
 
White Girl, The by Tony Birch – AUS (2019) 261p. (10 books) 
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small country town. After her daughter 
disappeared and left her with her granddaughter Sissy to raise on her own, Odette has managed to stay 
under the radar of the welfare authorities who are removing fair-skinned Aboriginal children from their 
families. When a new policeman arrives in town, determined to enforce the law, Odette must risk 
everything to save Sissy and protect everything she loves.  In The White Girl, Miles-Franklin-shortlisted 
author Tony Birch shines a spotlight on the 1960s and the devastating government policy of taking 
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Indigenous children from their families. 
 
Who Gets to Be Smart by Bri Lee – AUS (2021) – 288p. (10 books) (New) 
In 2018 Bri Lee's brilliant young friend Damian was named a Rhodes Scholar, an apex of academic 
achievement. When she goes to visit him and takes a tour of Oxford and Rhodes House, she begins 
questioning her belief in a system she has previously revered, as she learns the truth behind what Virginia 
Woolf described almost a century earlier as the 'stream of gold and silver' that flows through elite 
institutions and dictates decisions about who deserves to be educated there. The question that forms in 
her mind drives the following two years of conversations and investigations: who gets to be smart?  
Interrogating the adage, 'knowledge is power', and calling institutional prejudice to account, Bri once again 
dives into her own privilege and presumptions to bring us the stark and confronting results. Far from 
offering any 'equality of opportunity', Australia's education system exacerbates social stratification. The 
questions Bri asks of politics and society have their answers laid bare in the response to the Ramsay Centre 
for Western Civilisation, COVID-19, and the Black Lives Matter protests of 2020. 
 
Wife Drought, The by Annabel Crabb – AUS (2015) 304p. (10 books)  
‘I need a wife’. It's a common joke among women juggling work and family.  
But it’s not actually a joke. Having a spouse who takes care of things at home is a Godsend on the domestic 
front. It’s a potent economic asset on the work front. And it’s an advantage enjoyed – even in our modern 
society – by vastly more men than women. Working women are in an advanced, sustained, and chronically 
under-reported state of wife drought, and there is no sign of rain. But why is the work-and-family debate 
always about women? Why don’t men get the same flexibility that women do? In our fixation on the 
barriers that face women on the way into the workplace, do we forget about the barriers that – for men – 
still block the exits? 
The Wife Drought is about women, men, family and work. Written in Annabel Crabb’s inimitable style, it’s 
full of candid and funny stories from the author's work in and around politics and the media, historical 
nuggets about the role of ‘The Wife’ in Australia, and intriguing research about the attitudes that pulse 
beneath the surface of egalitarian Australia. 
 
Wild by Cheryl Strayed – USA (2012) 311p. (10 books)   
Wild is the gripping, sometimes heartbreaking, often hilarious and always perceptive story of an eleven-
hundred-mile solo hike along the Pacific Crest Trail, a wilderness undulating from Mexico to Canada over 
nine mountain ranges.  It tells of an epic trek that broke down a young woman and built her back up again. 
Strayed’s memoir explores many of the things that led to this journey, including sexual abuse, drug 
addiction and the catastrophic effect of her mother's death. 
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything.  In the wake of her mother's death, her 
family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to lose, 
she made the most impulsive decision of her life: to hike the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert 
through California and Oregon to Washington State - and to do it alone. She had no experience as a long-
distance hiker, and the trail was little more than 'an idea, vague and outlandish and full of promise.'  Wild 
follows Strayed's painful first steps as she averaged nine miles a day and learned how to use her gear (or 
didn't), to the happy weeks when her muscles were like ropes and she was lean, bronzed and hairy-legged. 
Told with great suspense and style, sparkling with warmth and humour, Wild vividly captures the terrors 
and pleasures of one young woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, 
strengthened, and ultimately healed her. The movie adaptation of Wild was released in 2014 with a 
screenplay by Nick Hornby, and stars Reese Witherspoon as Cheryl and Laura Dern as Cheryl's mother. 
Both Dern and Witherspoon were nominated for Academy Awards for their performances in Wild.   
 



 

 

65 
 

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel – UK (2009) 651p. (10 books) 
Tudor England. Henry VIII is on the throne, but has no heir. Cardinal Wolsey is charged with securing his 
divorce. Into this atmosphere of distrust comes Thomas Cromwell - a man as ruthlessly ambitious in his 
wider politics as he is for himself. His reforming agenda is carried out in the grip of a self-interested 
parliament and a king who fluctuates between romantic passions and murderous rages. 
 
Woman Next Door by Liz Byrski (2018) 343p. (10 books) 
Over the years, the residents of Emerald Street have become more than just neighbours, they have built 
lasting friendships over a drink and chat on their back verandahs.  
Now a new chapter begins with the children having left home. Helen and Dennis have moved from their 
high maintenance family property to an apartment by the river with all the mod cons. For Joyce and Mac, 
the empty nest has Joyce craving a new challenge, while Mac fancies retirement on the south coast. 
Meanwhile, Polly embarks on a surprising long-distance relationship. But she worries about her friend next 
door. Stella's erratic behaviour is starting to resemble something much more serious than endearing 
eccentricity... 
With her trademark warmth and wisdom, Liz Byrski involves us in the lives and loves of Emerald Street, and 
reminds us what it is to be truly neighbourly. 
 
Women Who Ran Away, The by Sheila O’Flanagan (2020) 438p. (10 books) (New) 
Deira is setting out on the holiday she'd planned with her long-term partner Gavin... only she's on her own. 
Gavin will not be amused when he finds out she's 'borrowed' his car, but since their brutal break-up Deira's 
not been acting rationally. Maybe a drive through beautiful France will help her see things 
differently...Grace is also travelling alone, each stage of her journey outlined in advance by her late 
husband. Ken was head of the household when he was alive, and it seems he's still in charge. His last 
decision was a surprise - could there be more surprises to come? There's only one way to find out, galling 
though it is to dance again to Ken's tune...Thrown together by chance, Deira and Grace are soon motoring 
down the French highways, sharing intriguing stories of their pasts, as they each consider the future... 
 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio (2012) 319p. (10 books) 
I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably worse.   August Pullman was born 
with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new 
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and 
included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches 
to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of 
one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 
 
Work Strife Balance by Mia Freedman – AUS (2017) 338p. (9 books) 
'There are many, many books written by successful women who talk about how successful they are and 
float their theory about how you can get some of that success for yourself if you just Lean In, Say Yes, Live 
Your Best Life, Beat Your Fear or Sleep More. 
Work Strife Balance is not one of those books. 
I want this book to be helpful to every woman. And I know from experience the best way to be helpful is to 
be honest. It's easy to share your successes and your triumphs but the real stuff of life is far less transient: 
Eating disorders. Grief. Divorce. Losing a job. Losing a loved one. Losing your mind. Infertility. None of 
these things have rituals. In an age of social media brag-fests they mostly exist underground. 
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But the way women connect is by sharing failures, disappointments and insecurities. Quietly. Privately. 
Over wine. Over text. Over fences. Female connections are forged through vulnerability not Facebook 
brags. 
Work Strife Balance  is split into those about my most valuable failures, my most significant setbacks and 
my most mortifying slip-ups in life, love and work. At Mamamia we call it FLEARNING - failing and learning. 
Learning through failing. In my teens, 20s, 30s and 40s, I've done a lot of both.' Mia Freedman 
 
Working Class Man by Jimmy Barnes (2017) 512p. (10 books) 
It's a life too big and a story too extraordinary for just one book. Jimmy Barnes has lived many lives - from 
Glaswegian migrant kid to iconic front man, from solo superstar to proud father of his own musical clan. In 
this hugely anticipated sequel to his critically acclaimed bestseller, Working Class Boy, Jimmy picks up the 
story of his life as he leaves Adelaide in the back of an old truck with a then unknown band called Cold 
Chisel. A spellbinding and searingly honest reflection on success, fame and addiction; this self-penned 
memoir reveals how Jimmy Barnes used the fuel of childhood trauma to ignite and propel Australia's 
greatest rock'n'roll story. But beyond the combustible merry-go-round of fame, drugs and rehab, across 
the Cold Chisel, solo and soul years - this is a story about how it's never too late to try and put things right. 
 
Written in the Blood by Stephen Lloyd Jones – UK (2014) – 481p. (10 books) (NEW) 
See the girl. Leah Wilde is twenty-four, a runaway on a black motorbike, hunting for answers while 
changing her identity with each new Central European town.  See the man, having come of age in 
extraordinary suffering and tragedy in nineteenth-century Budapest; witness to horror, to love, to death, 
and the wrath of a true monster. Izsák still lives in the present day, impossibly middle-aged. He's driven not 
only to hunt this immortal evil but to find his daughter, stolen from an Arctic cabin and grown into the 
thing Izsák has sworn to kill.  See the monster, a beautiful, seemingly young woman who stalks the 
American West, seeking the young and the strong to feed upon, desperate to return to Europe where her 
coven calls. 

 
Yield, The by Tara June Winch – AUS (2019) 338p. (10 books) 
Knowing that he will soon die, Albert ‘Poppy’ Gondiwindi takes pen to paper. His life has been spent on the 
banks of the Murrumby River at Prosperous House, on Massacre Plains. Albert is determined to pass on the 
language of his people and everything that was ever remembered. He finds the words on the wind.  August 
Gondiwindi has been living on the other side of the world for ten years when she learns of her 
grandfather’s death. She returns home for his burial, wracked with grief and burdened with all she tried to 
leave behind. Her homecoming is bittersweet as she confronts the love of her kin and news that 
Prosperous is to be repossessed by a mining company. Determined to make amends she endeavours to 
save their land – a quest that leads her to the voice of her grandfather and into the past, the stories of her 
people, the secrets of the river. 
 
You Deserve Nothing by Alexander Miksak – USA (2011) 322 p. (10 books) 
Told in three distinct voices, You Deserve Nothing is set in an international high school in Paris and follows 
charismatic young teacher Will, his student Gilad, a boy who grew up behind compound walls in Dakar and 
Dubai, and Marie, a beautiful, vulnerable senior that Will is having an illicit and secret affair with. It 
discusses the relationships between teachers and students and the moral uncertainties they face, 
alongside what the coming of adulthood brings.  
 
You Don’t Know Me by Sara Foster – UK (2019) 353p. (10 books) 
Lizzie Burdett was eighteen when she vanished, and Noah Carruso has never forgotten her. She was his 
first crush, his unrequited love. She was also his brother’s girlfriend.  Tom Carruso hasn’t been home in 
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over a decade. He left soon after Lizzie disappeared, under a darkening cloud of suspicion, and now he’s 
back for the inquest into Lizzie’s death – intent on telling his side of the story.  As the inquest looms, Noah 
meets Alice Pryce on holiday. They fall for each other fast and hard, but Noah can’t bear to tell Alice his 
deepest fears. And Alice is equally stricken – she carries a terrible secret of her own.  Is the truth worth 
telling if it will destroy everything? 
 
You Need to Know by Nicola Moriarty – AUS (2021) – 401p. (10 books) (NEW) 
Jill, her three sons, their wives and children are driving in convoy on Christmas Eve. But something sinister 
is simmering behind their happy smiles. Mimi is struggling with her new twins, but at least a glass of wine 
smooths out life's jagged edges. Andrea's starting to wonder if her marriage is as happy as she'd thought. 
Darren is reeling from a surprise request and teenager Callie has become increasingly withdrawn. 
 
On the way to their holiday house, a terrifying car accident devastates them all. But someone unexpected 
was in one of the cars. No one is searching for them. And their time is running out.  You Need to Know is a 
dark domestic drama about family secrets and lies, fractured relationships, tragic mistakes and the 
ultimate betrayal. 
 
You Will Be Safe Here by Damian Barr – UK (2019) 327p. (10 books) 
South Africa, 1901. It is the height of the second Boer War. Sarah van der Watt and her six-year-old son 
Fred are forced from their home on Mulberry Farm. As the polite invaders welcome them to Bloemfontein 
Concentration Camp they promise Sarah and Fred that they will be safe there.  2014. Sixteen-year-old 
Willem is an outsider. Hoping he will become the man she wants him to be, his Ma and her boyfriend force 
Willem to attend the New Dawn Safari Training Camp where they are proud to make men out of boys. 
They promise that he will be safe there.  You Will Be Safe Here is a powerful and urgent novel of two 
connected South African stories. Inspired by real events, it uncovers a hidden colonial history, reveals a 
dark contemporary secret, and explores the legacy of violence and our will to survive. 
 

  


